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Report of the Chairman

(Submitted by Dr Paul Menzel, NOAA, USA)
	Summary and Purpose of Document

The document provides a summary on the activities of the Expert Team (ET) on Observational Data Requirements and Redesign of the Global Observing System (GOS) since its the last meeting. 




ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering its recommendations.

_______________

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

(Submitted by Dr Paul Menzel, NOAA, USA)

1.
The activities of the Expert Team (ET) on Observational Data Requirements and Redesign of the Global Observing System (GOS) since the last meeting are summarized.  The ET-ODRRGOS has been focused on: (a) updating the data bases of user requirements and observing system capabilities, (b) monitoring the outcomes from the Workshop on Impact of Various Observing Systems on Numerical Weather Prediction (held March 2004) and the implications for the redesign of the GOS, (c) reviewing the observing system capabilities and user requirements and the associated statements of guidance with applications area experts, (d) reviewing the THORPEX Implementation Plan, (e) finalizing a draft Implementation Plan for the Evolution of the GOS that was started at the last ET-ODRRGOS meeting, and (f) preparing input for the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) meeting in February 2005.  The ET-ODRRGOS realized substantial progress in all areas: the implementation plan for evolution of the GOS was finalized; user requirements for several applications areas (e.g. atmospheric chemistry, hydrology, agro-meteorology, seasonal to interannual forecasting) and the statement of guidance concerning GOS capabilities for meeting them were updated, the THORPEX relationship to the ET-ODRRGOS was defined; and the ET’s future work plan was projected.  The ET-ODRRGOS also offered some suggestions for revision of the Terms of Reference along with a name change to ET on Evolution of the GOS.

2.
In the ET-ODRRGOS Implementation Plan for Evolution of the GOS, recommendations were stated with progress noted and next actions identified.  For many of the ET-ODRRGOS recommendations, agreement was noted with recommendations found in the GCOS Implementation Plan.  (1a) For the space based sub-system of the GOS, the ET-ODRRGOS Implementation Plan recommends building upon the known plans of the operational and R&D satellite operators and emphasizes the importance of rigorous calibration of remotely sensed radiances as well as improved spatial, spectral, temporal, radiometric accuracies.  The wind profiling and global precipitation measurement missions were singled out for their importance to the GOS.  Implementation of most of these recommendations will be realized through the WMO Space Programme working with space agencies, via CGMS.  (1b) For the surface-based sub-system of the GOS the ET-ODRRGOS Implementation Plan recommends more complete and timely data distribution; improved data coding; enhanced AMDAR and TAMDAR especially over data sparse areas; optimized rawindesonde distribution and launches; improved upper tropospheric and lower stratospheric moisture measurements; operational use of targeted observations; inclusion of ground based GPS, radars, and wind profilers; increased oceanic coverage through expanded Automated Ship balloon observations, drifting buoys, and ARGO; and development of some new observing technologies.  Implementation for these recommendations relies on various paths of action that include (but are not limited to): (i) CBS working through Regional Rapporteurs to urge all Members with the existing observing capabilities to distribute full information content as quickly as possible; (ii) OPAG-IOS chair in consultation with the chairs of the Regional Working Group on Planning and Implementation of WWW to ensure that operators and managers of regional observing systems are made aware of GOS requirements; (iii) CBS via the OPAG IOS to collaborate with other WMO commissions such as CIMO and CCl, (iv) CBS via OPAG-IOS to maintain liaison and ensure targeting strategies developed by EUMETNET and THORPEX are made available; (v) CBS via OPAG-IOS to monitor progress under AMDAR Programme realized with TAMDAR and AFIRS; and (vi) CBS via OPAG-IOS to evolve ocean observing system with JCOMM help.  (1c) The plan also includes some general recommendations relevant to NWP interactions with data from the evolving GOS, one with regard to further study of observing system design, and a final recommendation on training and utilization that is essential for realization of benefit from the evolved GOS.

3.
It was suggested to the ICT that there is a need for a WMO Workshop on the Implementation and Utilization of Long Term Climate Observations.  It was agreed that such a workshop should be organised by the Atmospheric Observations Panel for Climate and Expert Team on Observational Data Requirements and Redesign of the Global Observing System. Participants are expected to come from all the major data centres that are active in the area of long term climate monitoring studies. The workshop would likely take place in the last quarter of 2005.

4.
The Commission for Basic Systems at their February 2005 meeting was informed that the evolution of the GOS had been framed in 47 recommendations.  The Commission agreed that ET-ODRRGOS had made excellent progress on its work programme, endorsed the Implementation Plan (IP) and suggested the following work programme for 2005-2006: 

4a.
Post on ET web page (a) members, (b) final reports from meetings, (c) Rolling Requirements Review (RRR) process description, (d) updated SoGs, (d) WMO TDs written by ET, (e) Implementation Plan for GOS Evolution, and (f) six monthly progress reports on action list and work plan (2005-2006).

4b.
Update CEOS/WMO data bases of user requirements and observing system capabilities and include user reviewed R&D expected performances (regularly during 2005-2006, upon receiving information from data users and data producers). 

4c.
Continue Rolling Review of Requirements for ten application areas and expand to new areas as advised by CBS (2006).

4d.
Work with application area Points of Contact to update Statements of Guidance (during 2005-2006).

4e.
Review with Rapporteurs and NWP experts the progress concerning OSE guidance for evolution of GOS, taking into account  EUCOS, African AMDAR studies and other related studies (2006).

4f.
Initiate actions, monitor and assure progress on Implementation Plan and coordinate this activity with the Rapporteurs/Coordinators on the Regional aspects of the GOS (2005).  Prepare a summary of implementation aspects (2006).

4g.
Continue interactions with THORPEX (during 2005-2006, in accordance with planned THORPEX activities).

4h.
Follow up on CBS approved recommendations for the evolution to the GOS with particular attention to the developing countries, develop a summary of these activities (2006).

Finally, in recognition that the ET-ODRRGOS was now entering a new phase of its work, the Commission suggested that the ET be re-named Expert Team on Evolution of the Global Observing System (ET-EGOS).

5.
At the December meeting, the ET-EGOS is expected to pursue the work plan approved by CBS.  The agenda includes hearing about the International Polar Year, Thorpex, AMDAR, and EUCOS developments that might influence the Evolution of the GOS, reviewing the progress and actions on the evolution of the ground-based and space-based sub-systems of the GOS, and hearing of progress in WMO Regions toward evolving the GOS.  Thereafter the implementation plan will be updated by surface and space sub-system committees.
________________

