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PLANNING FOR THE CBS OSE/OSSE WORKSHOP
(Submitted by Jean Pailleux)
	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

This document is supposed to launch a discussion in ET-EGOS about the preparation of the next CBS workshop on OSE/OSSE (continuation of Geneva-1997, Toulouse-2000 and Alpbach-2004)


ACTION PROPOSED

To agree on the planning and decide on the first actions to be undertaken

____________

CBS OSE/OSSE WORKSHOP

The first wokshop aiming at a general review of observation impact studies (OSE, OSSEs, others) was held in Geneva in April 1997.  It was organised by the COSNA (Composite Observing System for North Atlantic) scientific evaluation group under the auspices of CBS. Since then the same type of regular CBS workshops has been organised every 3 or 4 years: Toulouse (March 2000), Alpbach(2004).  The aim of such workshops is to make an accurate and recent assessment of the benefits of the existing components of the GOS for operational NWP, and to draw recommendations for the future evolution of the GOS.

Sofar the workshop format has been the following: 2 to 3 day-long,30 to 60 participants, invited speakers only (no general call for presentations), participants chosen to represent as much as possible the NWP community, each speaker trying to synthetise results from at least his own NWP centre, discussion sessions at the end of each presentation session, general final discussion trying to produce a compact summary of the impact studies and concrete recommendations.

As the Thorpex community is now very active in this “data assimilation and impact area”, one has studied the idea of organising a bigger workshop involving the Thorpex community, but also WGNE and CAS in general.  This would make sense in order to avoid redundancies between the different WMO commissions and groups.  However it would make the organisation much more heavy, and more detailed results on OSE/OSSE would not necessarily lead to more precise and concrete recommendations for CBS.  It is then suggested to stick to the previous format to organise a new workshop at the beginning of 2008.
First an organising committee must be created: it should include (at least) the two CBS co-rapporteurs on OSE-OSSEs (Jean Pailleux, Ko Koizumi), John Eyre (chair ET-EGOS) and Alexander Karpov (WMO secretariat).  Two actions have to be decided soon:

· finalisation of the organising committee;

· choice of the venue (which would imply also the choice of a local organiser for the organising committee.
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