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REPORT ON HOW THE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN IS BEING USED AND RESPONDED TO IN RA-V (SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC)
(Submitted by Russell Stringer)
	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

The document provides some comments on how the Implementation Plan on the Evolution of the GOS is being used and responded to in RA-V. 




ACTION PROPOSED


The meeting is invited to use the information contained in this document when considering its recommendations.

_______________

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR THE EVOLUTION OF THE SURFACE AND SPACE-BASED COMPONENTS OF THE GOS:

HOW THE PLAN IS BEING USED AND RESPONDED TO IN RA-V 

Specific use and responses to the GOS implementation plan

The Working Group on Planning and Implementation of the WWW in Region V (WG-PIW) last met in Apia, Samoa in December 2005. In his report on that meeting, the Chair included the following words:

“Further work is required in translating the concepts for the evolution of the GOS into specific actions for the Region.  The working group has recommended to the Regional Association that a Rapporteur on AMDAR be appointed to assist in increasing the coverage of aircraft reporting, especially over the Pacific. The meeting also noted that there are low cost PC-based lightning detection systems that warrant further investigation for use in countries without weather watch radar.”

As outlined in further detail below, the WG-PIW was continued at the recent session of RA-V and, amongst other things:

· was given a specific task to “develop a regional action plan for the evolution of the GOS which …. is integrated into the WMO plan …. ”;

· was asked to specifically address enhanced access/utilisation of satellite data, low cost lightning detection systems, and an affordable AMDAR programme for the Region;

· includes a Co-rapporteur on Regional Aspects of the Integrated Observing System (IOS) who must “coordinate the regional input to plans for the evolution of the GOS”; and

· includes a newly added Rapporteur on Regional Aspects of AMDAR.

Background: Arrangements for Planning and Implementation of the WWW in RA-V

RA-V has established a “Working Group on Planning and Implementation of the WWW in Region V” (WG-PIW) and decided to continue that working group at the recent Fourteenth Session held in Adelaide, Australia in May 2006.

Amongst the specific tasks identified for WG-PIW, the following is relevant:

“Integrated Observing System (IOS):    Develop a regional action plan for the evolution of the GOS which addresses Member needs and priorities, and which is integrated into the WMO plan for integrated observations.  Ensure the plan addresses:

a)  Enhanced access to and utilization of a broader range of satellite data, through both direct reception and Advanced Dissemination Mechanisms such as SATAID and provision of appropriate training.  (HIGH PRIORITY)

b)  Investigation of low cost lightning detection systems as a complementary observing tool, with particular benefit for countries without weather watch radar.  (HIGH PRIORITY)

c) Establishment of an affordable AMDAR programme for the Region to extend the coverage of aircraft reports over the region.”

Included in the membership of the WG-PIW is a Co-rapporteur on the Regional Aspects of the Integrated Observing System, a Rapporteur on the Regional Aspects of AMDAR and a Rapporteur on the Regional Aspects of GEOSS.

The terms of reference for these relevant members of the WG-PIW are:

Co-rapporteurs on Regional Aspects of the Integrated Observing Systems (IOS)

a) To review and advise on the observational data requirements of Members of the regional association in the context of the WWW Programme and the WMO Space Programme in the WMO Long-term Plan;

b) To monitor performance, review and advise on the design of observing systems in the Region, in particular the Regional Basic Synoptic Network of surface and upper-air stations and the Regional Basic Climatological Network, including GCOS;

c) To keep abreast of matters related to the development and introduction of new observing systems, including both in situ and space-based platforms, and advise on their application in the Region;

d) To advise and report to the chairperson of the working group on all matters concerning regional aspects of the Global Observing System, including training requirements;

e) To liaise with other rapporteurs and sub-groups in the Region to ensure coordination on matters relating to the GOS, particularly the Co-rapporteurs on Regional Aspects of Oceanographic and Marine Meteorological Services on the development and operation of the GOS in support of marine services;

f) To coordinate the regional input to plans for the evolution of the GOS;

g) To act as the focal point for the Region in maintaining regulatory material related to the GOS;

h) To represent the Region on the CBS Implementation/Coordination Team on Integrated Observing Systems, and coordinate the implementation of agreed plans with the Chair and other members of the OPAG on IOS.

Rapporteur on Regional Aspects of AMDAR

To provide information for Members and to formulate plans for the establishment of an AMDAR programme for the Region to extend the coverage of aircraft reports over the Region.

Rapporteur on Regional Aspects of GEOSS

To contribute to the coordination of the planning and development of GEOSS with the WWW systems in the Region.

(note: the above details are taken from the relevant “Pink” document XIV-RA V Pink 4.1(1) and are subject to confirmation).
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