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	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

The document provides a report of the Surface-based Subsystems of the GOS in the RA IV and also reports on some issues that may influence the Implementation Plan in relation to RA-IV



ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering its recommendations.

_______________

REPORT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR THE EVOLUTION OF THE GOS RELATED TO THE SURFACE-BASED SUBSYSTEMS OF THE GOS IN THE RA IV

Regional Basic Climatological Network (RBCN)

CLIMAT reports

The number of CLIMAT reporting stations in RA-IV has increased since 2002 to 2004 from 242 to 298 (a net increase of 56 stations) but the estimation of October 2005 showed that the network decreased to 267 stations (a net decrease of 31 stations). 

	Region
	
	Number of stations in October
	

	
	2003
	2004
	2005

	IV
	298
	298
	267


CLIMAT TEMP reports

The number of CLIMAT TEMP reporting stations in RA-IV has been supported since 2003 with 58 stations, similar to the report of October 2005. 

	Region
	
	Number of stations in October
	

	
	2003
	2004
	2005

	IV
	58
	58
	58


Global Surface Network (GSN) 

The number of GSN stations is 160 (15% of total global) in RA-IV. The GSN in the Region has been reduced in 10 stations in relation to 2004. 

	Region

IV
	

	Number of GSN stations

 2004
	Number of GSN stations

 2005

	170
	160


RA IV SILENT STATIONS (October 2005)

The number of silent stations related with SYNOP reports are 39 distributed as follows: Bahamas: 11, Belize: 1, Canada: 8, Guatemala: 6, Haití: 2, Honduras: 2, Nicaragua: 7, United States of America: 1, Venezuela (Isla de Aves): 1. 

Some problems that could be influence in the implementation plan of the RA-IV

1) The WAFS-METLAB is not working in some countries for example in Colombia;
2) The transmission of the CLIMAT TEMP or CLIMAT via internet could have problems to reach the monitoring centres;
3) Some reports are generated but are not properly send to the monitoring centres;
4) Some countries have  problems with the personal sustenance of the stations; 
5) The countries have problems to buy radiosondes or to maintain the hidrogenerators, because the available funds are insufficient.
Data to be integrated in the GOS

1) Within the English speaking Caribbean Countries there are Automatic Weather Systems deployed. The data is not available for the most part on the GTS. The following Countries are Members States of the Caribbean Meteorology Organization and received AWS through the SIDS-Caribbean Project and could be part of the GOS via GTS: Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

2) Canada has sub-regional observations that could be included.

3) Guatemala could transmit via GTS a new 5 synoptic stations that acquired the last months, and plans buy 31 automatic surface stations and one radar in 2007.

4) The countries of the RA IV transmit synoptic reports, but could be transmitted both principal and intermediates reports. 

5) One conclusion of the RA-IV meeting (San José, Costa Rica, 2005) was that one expert could be to visit the countries that have problems specially related with the silent stations of RBSN and RBCN networks;  

6) The Countries of Central America (Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Belize) send a lot of data to Wallops from all the Automatic Meteorological Stations, this information could be part of the GOS. The data is sending hourly and each three hours.
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