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EC-LVIII RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING THE GLOBAL OBSERVING SYSTEM
(Submitted by the Secretariat)
	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

To present the approved text and approved Resolution from EC-LVIII as relevant to the Global Observing System. 




ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to consider the information contained in this document during its deliberations.

Annex 1: 
Text for inclusion in the General Summary of EC-LVIII relevant to the Global Observing System, including Resolution 3.1.1/1 (EC-LVIII) – Amendments to the Manual on the Global Observing System (WMO-No. 544) Volume 1, Global Aspects

__________________

ANNEX 1

DRAFT TEXT FOR INCLUSION IN THE GENERAL SUMMARY OF EC-LVIII
3.1.1
www basic systems and support functions; the report of the president of cbs (agenda item 3.1.1)

3.1.1.1
The Council noted the report of the president of CBS and the Progress/Activity Report on the implementation of the WWW as given in EC-LVIII/Rep. 3.1.1.   The Council reaffirmed that the WWW is and will continue to be the backbone Programme of the WMO that not only accomplishes its basic goals through coordinated Member’s efforts, but also actively contributes to cross-cutting activities.  It agreed with the need for reciprocal input from cross-cutting activities towards the strengthening of the WWW structure.  The Council emphasized that these activities should eliminate unnecessary duplication to ensure best use of available resources.  It further felt that an envisioned integration of observing systems would support this goal.  The Council also agreed that there is a need to strengthen the visibility of the WWW, by increasing public awareness of this unique Programme of WMO which contributes to the security of life and property and sustainable development.  It confirmed that the WWW basic systems could provide an important input to the GEOSS process and this collaboration, in turn, should contribute to further the development and enhancement of the WWW.  The Council also stressed the need to explore additional resources for strengthening the basic components of the WWW, especially in developing countries.  The Council noted that despite the gradual increase in data availability globally, the amount of data available in RA I is still very low. To help remedy this situation the Council requested RA I, with the support of the Secretary-General, to revisit the implementation strategy for enhancing WWW basic systems with respect to RA I, with the aim of increasing data availability in this Region.
3.1.1.2
As regards the Global Observing System programme [EC-LVIII/Rep. 3.1.1 – Progress/Activity Report, Programme 3.1.1], the Council:

(a) Noted that surface- and space-based subsystems of the GOS, through coordinated efforts of Members, continued to provide essential and unique observational data and information on the state of the Earth and its atmosphere to meet evolving requirements of various users.  It noted also that along with the broadening satellite data and services, especially through R&D satellites, further improvements were achieved in the availability of data produced by other components of the GOS, notably marine and AMDAR data;

(b) Urged Members to secure sustainable operation of the GOS and encouraged activities on the optimization of observing elements and development and deployment of the advanced composite system.  In this connection the Council also urged Members to follow guidelines and recommendations contained in the Implementation Plan for Evolution of Space and Surface-Based Sub Systems of the GOS (WMO/TD-No. 1267);
(c)
Noted the contribution of the GOS to GCOS and other relevant Earth observation programmes; it stressed that this is to ensure interoperability among all appropriate observing systems so that observations from any programme may contribute to all WMO Programmes; 

(d)
Urged the adoption of a more co-ordinated approach to WMO observing systems as part of an overall WMO contribution to GEOSS;
(e)
Requested CBS to monitor and foster the progress on the Implementation Plan for Evolution of Space and Surface-Based Sub Systems of the GOS in close cooperation with the regional associations and technical commissions concerned with particular attention to the developing countries;
(f)
Requested CBS to interact more closely on observational issues with CAS and the EC Working Group on Antarctic Meteorology in accordance with planned THORPEX and IPY activities; 

(g)
Noting the report on the impact of the forced need to replace certain radiosonde systems on the global upper-air network, the Council appreciated that actions were taken towards avoiding a prolonged loss of upper-air data, especially in developing countries.  It requested the Secretariat to continue monitoring the situation and take necessary actions as needed;
(h) Noted with appreciation the work accomplished by RA V and RA VI in reviewing the Manual on the Global Observing System (WMO-No. 544), Volume II, Regional Aspects to incorporate changes and developments in the GOS performance;

(i) Reviewed amendments to Volume I, Global Aspects of this publication [EC-LVIII/Rep. 3.1.1 – Progress/Activity Report, paragraph 3.1.2.7] and adopted draft Resolution 3.1.1/1 (EC‑LVIII);

(j)
As regards the preparation of revised version of the Guide on the Global Observing System (WMO-No. 488) [EC-LVIII/Rep. 3.1.1 – Progress/Activity Report, paragraph 3.1.2.7], requested the Secretary-General to re-allocate in 2006 some of the resources to facilitate the editorial work and ensure publication of this guidance material in 2007;

(k)
Emphasized the importance of keeping  the GOS regulatory material updated to ensure that all new observing techniques and technologies are appropriately incorporated; 

(l)
Requested the Secretary-General and CBS in collaboration with CAS and regional associations to continue the development and implementation support of adaptable observing programmes and systems to improve the early-warning capability of NMHSs as an important contribution to the cross-cutting NDPM. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION

Res. 3.1.1/1 (EC-LVIII) - AMENDMENTS TO THE MANUAL ON GLOBAL OBSERVING SYSTEM (WMO-No. 544), VOLUME I - GLOBAL ASPECTS 
THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL,

Noting: 

(1)
Resolution 8 (EC-LI) – Report of the Extraordinary session (1998) of the CBS,

(2)
Resolution 2 (EC-LVII) – Report of the Thirteenth session (2005) of the CBS,

Decides:


To adopt amendments to the Manual on the Global Observing System (WMO-No. 544), Volume I - Global Aspects which were reviewed by Members and approved by the president of CBS;

Requests the Secretary-General to incorporate the amendments to the Manual on the Global Observing System (WMO-No. 544), Volume I -Global Aspects; 
Authorizes the Secretary-General to make any consequent purely editorial amendments to the Manual on the Global Observing System (WMO-No. 544), Volume I - Global Aspects.
Annex:  1 (available in English only)
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