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Status of Individual Statements of Guidance and
recommended update strategy
Climate (other aspects – CCl)
(Submitted by Dr Raino Heino, Finnish Meteorological Institute)
	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

This document presents a brief overview of the current status of SoGs for climate applications as developed by CCl.



ACTION PROPOSED


The meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering its recommendations.

_______________

7.2
Status of Individual Statements of Guidance (SoG) and recommended update strategy

7.2.12.
Climate (other aspects – CCl)
In the following the main structure of the report is only shown:

(the report is shown in full by the PPT-presentation in the meeting, 10th July 2007)
- CCl-bodies related to the issue in question
- (CCl) climate application areas and their “homogeneity”
- preliminary overview on Users’ requirements for observations compared with the existing (in-situ) systems
- plans for performing the Critical review and finalizing the SoG(s).
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Commission for Climatology (CCl) has recently prepared several Guideline Statements e.g. on: 
· Climate Observation Networks and Systems 

· Metadata and Homogeneity 

· Data Rescue 

· Data Management
These, and other WCDMP publications, are available in: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/wcdmp/wcdmp_series/index_en.html
and the latest Guide on Climatological Practices in:

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/ccl/guide/documents/guide_third_edition_draft_may2007.pdf
The new CCl-structure is in operative phase and relevant EGOS-related CCl-bodies are the ET on Observing Requirements and Standards for Climate (cf. ANNEX) as well as OPAG4 ETs on various applications, cf.
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/wcasp/wcasp_home_en.html
“Homogeneous” application areas for SoG-analysis have been discussed, but the work is still going on. Possible areas are:
· “technical” applications related to (renewable) Energy and Building climatology

· “bio” applications such as Health, Tourism and Urban climatology
ACTIONS PROPOSED:

CCl OPAG1 ET 1.2 is tasked to continue this work, under the guidance of the OPAG1 chair, to produce the Statements of Guidance on Climate Applications (one or more) complemented by the full RRR-process.
_______________

Annex:  CCl Expert Team on Observing Requirement and Standards of Climate
ANNEX
CCl EXPERT TEAM ON OBSERVING REQUIREMENT AND
STANDARDS OF CLIMATE
Task 1.  Develop an updated list of standards for AWSs for climate purposes
This will involve:
· Revising, and where necessary amending, the existing recommendations for sensor precision/network spacing;

· Develop recommended standards for climate work for non-instrumental observations, such as visibility, cloud type and amount, phenomena, and sea state; and provide options and advice on cost-effective means of establishing this capacity within AWS;

· Standards for data back-up and transmission, sensor redundancy, and possibly also inspection and maintenance;

· Possibly recommendations for network design, including the relative location of AWSs and manual stations for optimizing complementary aspects of the two data types;

· Recommendations for AWS data QC;

· Any other factors pertinent to the objective of ensuring AWSs provide data that best fits climate needs.

Task 2.  Develop, or contribute to, a Guidelines document for climate observational standards in developing countries (noting the special problems in these countries of sustainability and limited resources for maintenance), and provide advice relevant to the GEOSS project. This should involve, inter alia, collaboration with GCOS Lead Centres.

Task 3.  Complete the Guidelines document on Quality Control/Quality Assurance commenced in 2005, “Guidelines on Quality Assurance/Quality Control of surface meteorological data”, including providing appendix addressing feedback to observational systems providers.

____________

