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PLANNING FOR NEXT CBS OSE/OSSE WORKSHOP
(Submitted by Jean Pailleux)
	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

This document explains the status of the preparation of the next CBS Workshop dedicated to impact studies.



ACTION PROPOSED


To advise on the content and the preparation of the Workshop.
________________

Since the last ET-EGOS meeting in July 2006, an organising committee has been created and endorsed by the President of CBS to prepare the CBS Workshop on Impact Studies, Co-chaired by Jean Pailleux and Ko Koizumi (Co-rapporteurs on OSEs) and John Eyre (Chairman of the ET-EGOS.  Other members are Horst Böttger (ECMWF), Pierre Gauthier (Canada), Lars-Peter Riishojgaard (USA) and Alexander Karpov (WMO Secretariat).  The date and the place have been chosen:  3-5 March 2008, in WMO (Geneva).


The programme has been discussed as well as a preliminary list of speakers to invite. Informal contacts have been taken with about 20 scientists, and most of them have responded positively.


A draft Workshop programme will be produced during the summer, then the programme will be refined in autumn, and official invitations from WMO will have to be sent to the participants.


Appended is the text of the Workshop announcement which is currently used for contacting speakers by email, and which will be used for official invitations later on.

______________
Annex:  1
ANNEX
Fourth WMO Workshop on the Impact of Various Observing Systems
on Numerical Weather Prediction
(Geneva, Switzerland, 3–5 March 2008)
Co-chairmen:  Jean Pailleux (Meteo-France); Ko Koizumi (JMA) and John Eyre (Met Office)
Organizing Committee:  Pierre Gauthier (CMS); Lars-Peter Riishojgaard (GMAO); Horst Bottger (ECMWF); and Alexander Karpov, WMO

The Fourth WMO Workshop on the Impact of Various Observing Systems on Numerical Weather Prediction will be organised by the Expert Team on the Evolution Global Observing System (ET-EGOS).  Participants are expected to come from all the major NWP centres which are active in the area of impact studies.  The workshop will be conducted in English.  As on the first three workshops, it is planned to produce a workshop report to be published as a WMO Technical Report which will include the papers submitted by the participants.


The first three workshops were co-organised and co-sponsored by WMO/CBS and by the Coordinating Group for COSNA (CGC).  They were organised in Geneva (April 1997), Toulouse (March 2000) and Alpbach (March 2004) respectively. Results from Observing System Experiments (OSEs) both with global and regional aspects were presented and conclusions were drawn concerning the contributions of the various components of the observing system to the large scale forecast skill at short and medium range (Workshop Proceedings published as WMO World Weather Watch Technical Report WMO/TD No. 868, 1034 and 1228 respectively). Since then, some significant changes and developments have affected the global observing system. New satellites with new instruments have been launched (e.g: Metop in 2006, plus the COSMIC constellation providing GPS data).  Global data assimilation systems are getting used to assimilate GPS radio-occultation data as well as high vertical resolution infra-red sounders (AIRS, IASI). More and more microwave data are also assimilated operationally by these systems. More and more meso-scale assimilation systems are using local observations such as radar reflectivities, radar Doppler winds and also data from surface GPS stations, including in operational mode. Design studies on satellite missions planned for this decade and next decade are also going on.  To help the design studies, an OSSE initiative started in 2006 in North America and Europe. The conventional observing systems are also changing, like the radiosonde, aircraft and buoy observations, through regional programmes like EUCOS. Targeting strategies are also used or considered more and more, for example through the THORPEX programme. It is expected that, at the Fourth workshop on impact studies, the major NWP centres will present recent results in all these areas. The results will then be reviewed in plenary discussion sessions. Conclusions helping for the design of an optimised Global Observing System for NWP should be drawn.


It is expected that the workshop will be organised in the following five sessions:

Session 1:
Global forecast impact studies

Session 2:
Regional aspects of impact studies

Session 3:
Observation targeting – different techniques for assessing the impact of observations

Session 4:
OSSE and observation network design studies

Session 5:
Workshop discussions and conclusions.


Abstracts should be submitted to the co-chairmen jean.pailleux@meteo.fr, kkoizumi@naps.kishou.go.jp and john.eyre@metoffice.gov.uk before 31 October 2007.  The full papers for the workshop report will be required at the time of the meeting and should be sent in electronic form. Information on hotel accommodation and local transport in Geneva will be posted in a subsequent announcement.  There will be the possibility of financial support for a limited few upon request to the co-chairmen.

________________

