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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1.  
ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

1.1  
Opening of the meeting


The Meeting of the CBS/OPAG-IOS Expert Team on Evolution of the GOS will open at 10.00 hours on Monday, 9 July 2007 at the WMO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.

1.2  
Adoption of the agenda


The provisional agenda, as contained in the CBS/OPAG-IOS/ET-EGOS-3/Doc. 1.2(1), will be submitted for adoption.  The order of the items may be modified and additional items may be introduced if necessary.

1.3
Working arrangements


The work of the meeting will be conducted as a committee of the whole; however sub-groups may be established as required to consider specific problems.  The session and documentation will be in English only.  The pre-meeting documents are to be e-mailed to the secretariat for subsequent posting on the WMO Server at:


http://www.wmo.int/web/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html

The session will decide on other arrangements, such as its working hours.

2.  
REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN  


The chairman will report on the activities carried out since the last meeting of the Expert Team (Geneva, 10–14 July 2006).
3.  
REVIEW OF ACTIONS


Actions from the previous session of the Expert Team (Geneva, 10–14 July 2006) will be reviewed.  The progress made against each item will be reviewed and changes and updates to the action items will be made as required.
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4. 
WMO HIGH-LEVEL ACTIVITIES RELEVANT TO ET- EGOS AND OPAG-IOS

4.1  
Guidance from Chair of OPAG-IOS


The meeting will be briefed by CBS OPAG-IOS chair regarding guidance for the ET in the light of recommendations by Cg-XV and CBS-Ext. (06).

4.2
WIGOS


The meeting will be briefed by the Secretariat on activities of the EC Task Team on WIGOS and on consideration of Task Team report by Cg-XV and CBS-MG.  The meeting will be invited to review the ET-EGOS role in pursuing these activities and identify relevant ET-EGOS tasks.

4.3
GEO/GEOSS activities 


The Secretariat will present a summary of GEO/GEOSS activities with focus on issues relevant to the TOR of OPAG-IOS and ET-EGOS. 

5.  
REVIEW OF OTHER ACTIVITIES RELATED TO ET- EGOS AND OPAG-IOS


The meeting will be informed by designated experts and the Secretariat on the activities within WMO and other international programmes/projects relevant to OPAG-IOS and ET-EGOS, including Thorpex, IPY, AMMA, AMDAR and GCOS.

6.  
USER REQUIREMENTS AND OBSERVING SYSTEM CAPABILITIES

6.1 Review and update the database of User Requirements and Observing System Capabilities

The Expert Team will review the status of the WMO/CEOS databases of User Requirements for Observations and Observing System Capabilities, including description of breakthrough and the proposed changes to these databases.  The meeting will be also invited to consider proposed changes and recommend post-meeting actions and their timescales.
7.  
ROLLING REVIEW OF REQUIREMENTS AND STATEMENTS OF GUIDANCE

7.1
Overview of Statements of Guidance (SoGs)


Current status of SoGs will be presented by the Chair and the Secretariat, including views on their future development.

7.2
Status of individual Statements of Guidance and recommended update strategy


The meeting will review updates on twelve individual SoGs to be provided by the nominated experts within the following application areas: Global NWP, Regional NWP, Synoptic meteorology, Aeronautical meteorology, Atmospheric chemistry, Ocean applications, Agrometeorology, Hydrology and water resources, Climate monitoring (GCOS), Nowcasting and VSRF, Seasonal and inter-annual forecasting, Climate (CCl).  The meeting will be invited to consider proposals on whether/how the process should be improved including the timescale for doing so.
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8.  
OBSERVING SYSTEM STUDIES

8.1
Summary of recent OSEs/OSSEs 


The Expert Team will review the current activities with OSEs/OSSEs with emphasis on the design of the future of the GOS.

8.2
Planning for next CBS OSE/OSSE Workshop


The meeting will be briefed on the preparatory work to hold the next WMO Workshop on Observing System Impact Studies (Geneva, 3-5 March 2008).

9.  
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR EVOLUTION OF THE GOS (IP-EGOS)


The meeting will review the progress and actions related to the surface-based and space-based sub-systems parts of the IP-EGOS taking into account additional requests from CBS.  Overview of progress and actions concerning IP-EGOS in the WMO regions will be also presented. The meeting will be invited to review plans for preparation of a revised Vision for the GOS and to update the “progress” and “actions” sections of IP-EGOS.

10. PREPARATION FOR THE FORTHCOMING CBS MEETINGS


The Expert Team will discuss the preparation of necessary background materials to be reviewed by the fifth session of ICT on IOS to be held in 2008 (tentatively in September-October) prior to CBS-XIV and to consider the need for and timing of future meetings of ET-EGOS.

11.  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Any items of business requiring the attention of the Expert Team, but not covered above, will be considered.
12.
CLOSURE OF SESSION


The session is tentatively scheduled to close at 12h00 on Friday, 13 July 2007.
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