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WMO HIGH-LEVEL ACTIVITIES RELEVANT TO THE ET-EGOS AND OPAG-IOS

GEO / GEOSS-related activities
(Submitted by the WMO Secretariat)
	Summary and Purpose of Document

The document provides information on activities related to GEO and GEOSS.




ACTION PROPOSED


The Meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document in its deliberations.

____________

WMO HIGH-LEVEL ACTIVITIES RELEVANT TO THE ET-EGOS AND OPAG-IOS

GEO / GEOSS-related activities
1.
The World Meteorological Organization continues to play an active role in the GEOSS both through WMO Members participation in GEO and through the contributions of the WMO Secretariat to the Work Plan of GEO.  The 2007 - 2009 GEO Work Plan has 73 Tasks of which the WMO Secretariat leads or co-leads 17 and contributes to an additional 14 Tasks.  The WMO also serves on the 4 sub-committees of GEO (User Interface, Science and Technology, Architecture and Data, and Capacity-Building).  Over the summer and fall of 2008, a new Work Plan will be prepared for the period 2009 - 2011.  The WMO will review its role in the existing tasks and propose, as appropriate, new Tasks for that Plan.
2.
In November 2007, the South African Government hosted the fourth Ministerial Summit for the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) in Cape Town.  This fourth Summit was the first report on progress to Ministers on the GEO 10 Year Implementation Plan.  The Secretary-General represented WMO and made a joint statement on behalf of the other UN Agencies involved in GEO.  The Summit had two agenda items: (1) the presentation of the GEO Report on Progress; and, (2) the Adoption of the Declaration.  The Report on Progress was given by David Grimes, Permanent Representative of Canada with WMO, in his capacity as Co-chairperson of the writing team which authored the Report.  An annex to this Report provided descriptions of 100 achievements submitted by Member States or Participating Organizations as contributions to the GEOS.
3.
The GEO meeting also held a plenary session in which over 500 participants attended.  The Plenary was able to arrive at an agreement on the draft Declaration.  Four issues emerged in the Plenary: (1) the need to establish a process to reach consensus on data sharing principles; (2) the scope of the mandate of GEO beyond earth observations to include data assimilation and earth system modelling; (3) recognition that radio frequency continuity was critical to earth observation applications; and, (4) recognition of the contribution GEOSS can make through collaboration with UN agencies in response to the needs of UN Conventions.  The evaluation of implementation of the first two years of the 10 Year Implementation Plan was that good progress had been achieved on seven of the nine societal benefit areas (SBAs), but inadequate progress in the health and water SBAs was flagged.

4.
The following issues will require the attention of WMO in the fall, leading up to the next GEO Plenary, which will held in Beijing, China in November 2008:

· The development of the 2009 - 2011 GEO Work Plan and associated Tasks;

· The work of the Task Force reviewing the IOC (Initial Operating Capability) of the GEO Portal and related Infrastructure; and,

· The draft white paper on GEO Data Sharing Principals.
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