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REVIEW DATABASE OF USER REQUIREMENTS
Proposal for streamlining and synthesis of user requirements
(Submitted by the WMO Secretariat)
	Summary and Purpose of Document
In order to allow evaluating the adequacy of observing capabilities to meet WMO user requirements, these requirements must be harmonized, streamlined and synthesized. The draft document in Appendix describes a possible way forward in this respect, which is illustrated on a hundred of key parameters. This initial study is focusing on space-based observations, but addresses the more general issue of how to deal with diverse requirements stemming from a number of different applications –an issue that is anticipated to become more and more important as we move towards WIGOS.
Major elements of the proposed approach are:

-
To determine a standard definition for each parameter;

-
To check the consistency of requirements related to the same theme, for  each application;

-
To synthesize requirements from different application areas addressing the same geophysical parameters.
With this purpose, it is suggested to regroup the application areas into a smaller number of application domains presenting homogeneous features such as: Large-scale NWP, Small-scale NWP, Actual weather, Hydro-meteorology, Atmospheric chemistry, Oceanography (open ocean), Oceanography (coastal zones, Climate monitoring, Climate research.



ACTION PROPOSED

The Meeting is invited to:

· Review the proposal to harmonize and synthesize requirements with a view to facilitate compliance assessments and gap analysis;
· Provide guidance and if, relevant, define a way forward to perform the harmonization and synthesis of User Requirements.
_________________

Appendix:  The appendix is provided separately in a compressed folder (.zip).
