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GEO / GEOSS Activities related to WMO
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	Summary and Purpose of Document
This document provides information on GEO / GEOSS activities related to WMO.



ACTION PROPOSED


The Meeting is invited to note the information and provide feedback in its deliberations. Views are sought on how WMO can more strategically use GEO to enhance GOS.
6.8 GEO / GEOSS activities related to WMO
6.8.1 WMO continues to play an active role in the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) and its governing body, the Group on Earth Observations (GEO). In the past year the WMO Secretariat has served on two of the GEO Committees – Architecture and Data Committee (ADC) and Science and Technology Committee (STC). Approximately 13 staff either lead or participate in the GEO Work Plan Tasks. Areas of particular interest include the four Societal Benefit Areas (SBAs) of weather, water, climate and related disasters. Staff are also involved in agriculture, health, and architecture (WIS and GOS) tasks. WMO has also registered all of its data with GEOSS thus making these data available to the global community through the GEOSS interoperability arrangements.
6.8.2 In the past there has been a considerable amount of work in the creation of a GEOSS Common Infrastructure (GCI) which includes a Portal, a Clearinghouse and Registries to allow for participants to register their data and information resources and for users to search for and obtain these resources. During the Initial Operating Capacity test period, three independent companies each provided Portal and Clearinghouse services. Now that the initial testing is over the Task Force is recommending that GEO move to one supplier. The issues are: (1) the process to choose one supplier and, (2) the ability to provide the resources for the sustained operation of the service. WMO continues to monitor and interact with the Task Force to ensure that the technical standards and requirements are both consistent with the GEOSS 10-year Implementation Plan and also are interoperable with WIS.
6.8.3 In November 2009, GEO will hold its annual Plenary meeting in Washington, D.C. Topics of discussions will include:
a) A status report on the development of a set of Implementation Guidelines for the GEOSS Data Sharing Principles. These Guidelines are expected to be approved at the 2010 GEO Ministerial Summit in Beijing.
b) A set of Strategic Targets for the end of the 10-year Implementation Plan (2015). These are updates from the original Plan.

c) The GCI task Force report addressed in 6.8.2 above.

6.8.4 The sixty-first session of the WMO Executive Council’s (EC-LXI) requested the Secretary-General to undertake, in consultation with WMO Members involved in GEO, a review of WMO’s participation in GEO/GEOSS, and to evaluate the contributions being made by WMO and the benefits and results that the Organization has gained through its participation and potential opportunities for enhanced involvement. As a result the WMO Secretariat has been conducting internal surveys and consultations, both internal and with WMO Members, to complete the review and to prepare a report to EC at its June 2010 meeting. Early results have shown that WMO has benefited from increased attendance at workshops and training events thanks to co-sponsorship with GEO. Some concerns have been raised about apparent branding by GEO of WMO work and about the scope of the GEOSS work beyond observations into areas of prediction.
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