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Global Observing systems (EGOS-IP)
Summary of progress in Regional Association III
(Submitted by  Mr Gaston TORRES ARAVENA, DMC, Chile)

	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

The document provides information on progress and actions in Regional Association III related to the surface-based and space-based sub-systems parts of the current EGOS-IP – responding to the vision of the GOS for 2015.



ACTION PROPOSED


The Meeting is invited to take into consideration information provided in the document when discussing the Implementation Plan for Evolution of the GOS (agenda item 10).
____________
I.- Background

The Fifteenth session of RA-III held in September 2010, which was held in Bogotá -Colombia, adopted the CBS approaches and actions destined to evaluate the GOS in the region, aiming to ensure adequate distribution of the RBSN and RBCN stations in order to fulfil the need of many meteorological applications, including the different ranges of weather forecasts, synoptic, aeronautical meteorology and climatology applications.  In preparing its strategic Plan, RA-III has considered six relevant surface sub-systems (among the twenty-two indicated in the OPAG-IOS-IP) to carry and support actions to evolve the GOS in South America

II.- Progress and actions concerning IP-EGOS in Region III

G1 Data coverage and Distribution – 

A cadastre was elaborated for the surface stations of the region, identifying those that are not  part of the network RBSN or RBCN. The criteria were established to be included in the system GOS.
 Up to the moment it has been added 16 stations to the RBCN and 26 stations to the RBSN, which should to be exchanged across the GTS in a due course. 

Every country of the region is making efforts to acquire a system for transmitting via BURF. In those cases where it is not possible to establish a system, they should transmit through Brasilia. Countries like Argentine, Peru and Chile have initiated the process and they should be ready for transmitting via BURF in due course. RTH Brasilia has already generated BUFR and CREX bulletins. RTH Brasilia is also in the position to convert traditional alphanumeric bulletins into BUFR and vice-versa.
Across the Lead Centre (GCOS) of Chile (coincides with the Regional Rapporteurs) has begun to work  with the countries of south America in the recompilation of historical information Every country will send this information to the NCDC Ashville, if it is possible before October, 2011. Countries like Chile, Colombia and Brazil have already initiated this activity.
G.2  Documentation
Through the focal Points of GCOS along with the Regional Rapporteurs, it is working at the recompilation of all the metadata of the stations GSN  in agreement to the needed at the Guide to the GCOS Surface Network (GSN) and GCOS Upper-Air Network (GUAN). As the previous point every country will send this information to the NCDC Ashville, if it is possible before October, 2011.
This information corresponds to stations of the GSN that nowadays issue information across the bulletins CLIMAT
G3 Timeliness and completeness – 

The information TEMP today transmits through the Brazil route where it turns into BURF and sent to GTS.
In the meeting of the WWW, it was agreed that every country implement its own routines to codify and to decode information in BUFR. The centres in Argentina and Brazil will turn the messages of the members who could not do it.

G6 Ozone radiosondes – 

In South America only Argentina and Chile carry out an ozone-radiosonde program. The information is sent to the WOUDC.
Both countries are analyzing on the protocol of sending the ozone-radiosonde data through the GTS, but this is not very clear and it would be important that the Secretariat indicates the formats and protocols to send the information through the GTS
G10 transmission of AMDAR reports
In relation to the AMDAR program, which it has continued being deficient within the Region, it was recommended that through the President of the Region III to request to the WMO’s Secretary to possibility of organizing a Workshop in the region of interested parties including the SMHNs. This is taking in considering that this activity has been requested since 2008.
Brazil has had contact with the local company DECEA but for cost reason this has not had success. The same thing happens in Chile with the LAN airline .

There has been recommended to the PRs that it would be beneficial for the SMHNs to access the AMDAR information published in the web page of the WMO http://www.wmo.int/amdar/AMDARResources.html, where in addition several important links appear on the AMDAR program
G.21 Automatic Weather Stations
In the meeting of the WWW (PIW) held in Paraguay in April 2010, an analysis was done on the quantity of automatic weather stations in operation and that it is possible to assure its continuity in the time. The analysis indicated that there are 600 automatic weather stations in the region which are possible to incorporate for exchanging; which availability will allow completing information, to fundamentally fill the lack of night and holidays observations. This can overcome the very low level dissemination and exchange of observations. 
It has been coordinated by the CRT of Brasilia and Argentina to make the exchange of the information from the automatic stations
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