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(Submitted by  Mr Werner STOLZ, IMN, Costa Rica)

	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

The document provides information on progress and actions in Regional Association IV related to the surface-based and space-based sub-systems parts of the current EGOS-IP – responding to the vision of the GOS for 2015. This document includes the information of the consultations made to the Countries that answered the query. 



ACTION PROPOSED


The Meeting is invited to take into consideration information provided in the document when discussing the Implementation Plan for Evolution of the GOS (agenda item 10).
____________
Technology improvement

Honduras is implementing a project that will improve the quality and quantity of the meteorological stations. The investment is of the order of U.S. $ 850,000, as recommended by the project CLIBER. Honduras will renew all 14 automatic stations of the and incorporate 16 more satellite stations to the network.
Nicaragua is planning to install one radar in the Pacific Basin next year.
Guatemala is installing/implementing the meteorological equipment as result of a  a great investment in all your meteorological network in order to improve the coverage and quality of the stations. It is contemplated to install one radar.

Costa Rica in doing an investment plan, in next 10 years, to improve all the meteorological network in order to attend, effectively and efficiently, the emergencies related with extreme events. 
The British Caribbean Countries reported no changes of the GOS.

Based in all this information, a large number of Countries is planning to improve the data collection, therefore the GOS will have a major improvement in the next one to ten years. The number and the quality of the meteorological stations and other systems will improve significantly, and it will have an impact basically in the weather numerical models of the Region and in all the prevention activities related with extreme hydrometeorological events. The RA-IV will improve the real time data available to send via GTS.
Seminars/conferences

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 2011 Satellite Direct Readout Conference was held April 4-8, 2011 in Florida (USA) (http://directreadout.noaa.gov/miami11/2011_presentations.html).


The conference focused on the current GOES and POES data access, distribution, and preparing users for the upcoming changes to NOAA satellite programs. NOAA presented users with information on APT, HRPT, GVAR, ARGOS DCS, GOES DCS, LRIT, EMWIN, GEONETCast Americas and other NOAA systems. Also, NOAA reviewed the upcoming GOES-R and Joint Polar Satellite System (JPSS) Programs as well as provided an updated on the reallocation of the 1675-1710 MHz frequency band.
Approximately 200 administrators, managers, and scientists from 32 countries participated in this year’s conference.
The following table resume the technical differences between GOES-R and GOES I-P.

	
	GOES I-P
	GOES-R

	Full Disk Image
	30 minutes
	5 minutes

	Imager bands
	5
	16

	Visible
	1 kilometer
	0.5 kilometer

	Near Infrared
	N/A
	1 kilometer

	Infrared
	4 kilometer
	2 kilometer

	Bit Depth
	10 bits
	12 bits – Visible, 14 bits Infrared

	Raw Instrument Data
	2.62 Mbps
	~ 100 Mbps (ABI: ~60Mbps)

	Space Weather
	~100 kbps
	3.5 - 4Mbps

	Geostationary Lightning Mapper
	N/A
	7.5 Mbps

	Telemetry
	4 kbps
	1, 4 & 32 kbps

	Planned Data Outage
	>300 hrs/yr
	<2 hrs/year

	GRB/GVAR
	2 Mbps
	31 Mbps

	HRIT/EMWIN
	LRIT: 128 kbps
EMWIN: 19.2 kbps
	400 kbps

	DCS
	233 simultaneous downlinks
	466 simultaneous downlinks


