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	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

The document provides information on progress and actions in Regional Association V related to the surface-based and space-based sub-systems parts of the current EGOS-IP – responding to the vision of the GOS for 2015.



ACTION PROPOSED


The Meeting is invited to take into consideration information provided in the document when discussing the Implementation Plan for Evolution of the GOS (agenda item 10).
____________
DISCUSSION
I.- Background

The fifteenth session of Regional Association V (South West Pacific) was held in Bali, Republic of Indonesia, from 30 April to 6 May 2010. RA V endorsed a roadmap for the development of an RA V Strategic Operating Plan (SOP) for 2012-2015. The final version of that plan was endorsed by the President of RA V in December 2010, noting that it may be need review and update after Congress XVI adopts the WMO Strategic Plan 2012-2015.
Some relevant features of the RAV SOP 2012-2015 are:

· Five areas of highest priority which include “implementation of the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS) and WMO Information System (WIS)”;
· Structured under the WMO eight Expected Results there are Regional Key Outcomes together with Regional Key Performance Indicators to measure success in achieving the results.
RA V changed the structure of its Working Groups with the aim of being more action-oriented and focused on specific tasks. Previously there had been a Working Group for Planning and Implementation of the World Weather Watch. Now there is a Working Group on Infrastructure which aims to contribute to the improvement of infrastructure (data and information services) for weather, climate and water in Region V through implementation of the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS) and WMO Information System (WIS). Included in its Terms Of Reference is “adopt relevant elements of WMO’s Implementation Plan for Evolution of the GOS”.
II.- Progress and actions related to IP-EGOS in Region V
Some brief points are captured below:
G3.
Timeliness and Completeness
The migration to Table Driven Code Forms (TDCF) is an enabling step for distribution of higher resolution data plus metadata. In RA-V this has been proceeding but with challenges. For many countries in the region, converting their existing Traditional Alphanumeric Code (TAC) bulletins into BUFR is a difficult process. But the countries’ ability to handle and make use of incoming BUFR data could ultimately be the more difficult aspect of the migration.
Australia is able to produce all its current TAC bulletins in BUFR. At the December 2009 meeting of the RA-V WG-PIWWW it was reported that the Philippines, Malaysia and Singapore had also commenced migration to TDCF, that New Zealand was implementing a new message switch system that would achieve migration to TDCF, and that both Australia and New Zealand were or would be assisting several countries in the Region by providing conversion from Traditional Alpha-numeric Code (TAC) to TDCF. Fiji has been assisted to install the Australian BUFR encoding system and can now routinely produce BUFR SYNOP and upper air bulletins, to be followed by BUFR CLIMAT bulletins. Indonesia has also adopted the Australian system. However, to fully achieve the WMO migration strategy, more work is needed. This is an identified task for the RA-V WG-Infrastructure.
Complete and timely delivery of data depends on good communications and this can be problematic across the vast and remote areas of RA-V. The WG-Infrastructure has identified the enhancement of Pacific Satellite Communications as a key task and will build on the productive work of the previous Sub-Group on Information Systems and Services.
G4.
Baseline system
Maintaining a baseline of at least 12-hour frequency of upper air profiles can be a challenge at balloon stations where the cost of operations is high. A component of the Australian upper air network, for example, completes just one flight (balloon with radiosonde) per day but is supplemented with additional “adaptive” flights in significant weather situations. Radar wind profilers will be used to replace some wind-only balloon tracking stations – this will increase the time resolution but will change some other attributes such as the height of the profile. A wind profiler is planned for Samoa as part of a larger investment in operational facilities. This has triggered some discussion about the modest operating costs and the potential to use wind profilers in other small meteorological services to add to the upper air network in the region.
G9.
AMDAR
The Australian AMDAR program is continuing to expand in terms of number of aircraft and partner airlines. An optimisation system was introduced and helps to manage the data volumes. Aspirations to introduce the WVSS water vapour sensor suffered a setback when plans for a viability study with QANTAS fell through.

G15.
Improvements in marine observation telecommunications
The JCOMM-DBCP Iridium Pilot Project that has been conducted over several years has demonstrated, for drifting buoys, the advantages of upgrading ARGOS communications to Iridium. Australia participated in the project and was able to experience first hand the advantages.
G21.
AWS
AWS offer a reliable means of collecting surface observations in a wide variety of applications and situations. Aid projects for bolstering meteorological capacity generally include a number of AWS. For example, projects currently underway will add a number of AWS in Papua New Guinea and in Samoa. Sustaining longer term operations poses different challenges in different circumstances and in some cases it is more effective to sustain manual observing stations. Thus some aid projects have funded the training of observing staff.
_________
