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Report of the Chairperson
(Submitted by  Dr John Eyre, ET-EGOS Chairperson, Met Office, UK)

	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

The document provides a summary on the activities of the Expert Team on Evolution of Global Observing Systems (ET-EGOS) since its last meeting in 2009 and sets out key challenges for its 6th meeting.



ACTION PROPOSED


The Meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering its recommendations.

____________
Appendix: 
A.
WMO CBS ET-EGOS: Terms of Reference and Membership
DISCUSSION
1.
This report recalls the Terms of Reference of the WMO CBS Expert Team on the Evolution of Global Observing Systems (ET-EGOS) and reports on activities related to the work of ET-EGOS since its last meeting, ET-EGOS-5 (Geneva, Switzerland, 30 November – 4 December 2009).  It also sets out some of the key challenges for the forthcoming Sixth Session, ET-EGOS-6, to be held in Geneva, Switzerland, 14-17 June 2011, and beyond.

2.
The ET-EGOS is established as an Expert Team under the Open Programme Area Group for Integrated Observing Systems (OPAG/IOS) of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) of WMO.  It follows Terms of Reference and a Work Plan approved by CBS.  Appendix 1 sets out the Terms of Reference, and the Work Plan is presented in Doc.4.

3.
Since ET-EGOS-5, there has been progress in many areas as we have addressed our  Work Plan and Actions list.  These are reviewed in detail in Doc.3.  I wish to draw particular attention to the following aspects:
3.1
We welcome the following new members of ET-EGOS:

· Jay Lawrimore, OPAG-IOS Rapporteur on GCOS matters
· William Wright, CCl representative

· Jitze van der Meulen, CAeM representative

· Stefan Klink, EUCOS representative
We also note the new points of contact for RRR Application areas:

· Thibaut Montmerle, High-resolution NWP

· Jitze van der Meulen, Aeronautical meteorology
· Oksana Tarasova, Atmospheric chemistry 

· Robert Stefanski, Agricultural meteorology

· William Wright, Climate applications
· Terry Onsager, Space Weather
3.2
I represented ET-EGOS at the Sixth Session of the OPAG/IOS Implementation/Coordination Team (ICT-IOS-6, Geneva, 28 June - 2 July 2010).  The main tasks of this meeting were to review progress reported by the Chairs of Expert Teams, the Regional Rapporteurs, and the Rapporteurs on GCOS matters and on OSEs/OSSEs, and to prepare reports on progress within OPAG/IOS for presentation to CBS.Ext(2010).

3.3
At ICT-IOS-6, I presented the work of ET-EGOS, focussing on the progress as summarised in the report from ET-EGOS-5.  Following discussion, the work of ET-EGOS was summarised in the report on ICT-IOS-6 as follows:

Achievements
a) Updated sections of the WMO/CEOS database of observational user requirements for Global NWP, Regional NWP, and Seasonal and Inter-Annual Forecasting;

b) Actions taken to rectify some weaknesses in the structure of the WMO/CEOS database; 

c) As part of the Rolling Review of Requirements (RRR) activities, actions taken to update Statements of Guidance (SoG) in several application areas;

d) Establishment of two new application areas: Space Weather and GTOS;

e) New Points of Contact were established for the application areas of Global NWP, High-resolution NWP and Ocean Applications. New versions of SoGs for High-resolution NWP and Climate Applications were approved;

f) Preparation towards a new version of the Implementation Plan for the evolution of global observing systems (EGOS-IP), responding to the Vision of the GOS in 2025, has started; 

g) The Met Office (UK) has provided funding for a consultant to prepare the new version of the EGOS-IP, and the consultant has been engaged.

Issues 
a) There are some weaknesses in the structure and content of the WMO/CEOS observational user requirements database. Some proposals have been made for changes in the scope of the Application Areas considered by the RRR process, such as renaming and changing the scope of “Regional NWP” to “High-resolution NWP", merging the application areas of “Nowcasting and Very-short-Range Forecasting” and “Synoptic Meteorology” and changing the scope and observational requirements for the “Hydrology” and “Agricultural Meteorology”;
b) There are issues regarding the long-term maintenance and updating of the various databases that are in place, including the two parts of the WMO/CEOS database, the “Dossier” space-based component database, the Volume A database and the proposed WIGOS observing systems component database; 
c) The scope and role of the RRR process in the new Work Plan for ET-EGOS has been queried in the context of pending resolution of these issues with WIGOS, the ET-EGOS activities will maintain their current scope;
d) National Focal Points will in the future be encouraged to focus their reports on progress on EGOS-IP in selected observing systems where they are expected to be the best source of information; 

e) Concerning the role of Regional Associations in the development of the new EGOS-IP, a single Point of Contact within each region to provide this collaboration would be helpful.
Recommendations

a) Renaming the EGOS-IP to “Implementation Plan for the evolution of global observing systems”;

b) Establishing an ad-hoc team of experts between CBS and CAS for coordination of satellite data for atmospheric composition;

c) Requesting ET-SBRSO to provide information to ET-EGOS on lightning detection capabilities;

d) Inviting ICTSW to provide user requirements for space weather for consideration by ET-EGOS;

e) Encouraging Members to provide upper-air observations at high vertical resolution;

f) Encouraging technical cooperation and capacity building amongst Members, based on partnerships, and aiming to enable all Members to contribute to the GOS and its evolution through EGOS-IP to the greatest extent possible;

g) Working on a strategy for the evolution of the WMO database of observational user requirements and observing systems capabilities.

3.4
One of the main topics under discussion at ICT-IOS-6 was the preparatory work for the new Implementation Plan for the evolution of global observing systems (EGOS-IP).  The outcomes of this discussion are included in Doc.10.4, together with a summary of the consultancy work through which a first draft of the new EGOS-IP has been developed.   
3.5
CBS-Ext.(2010) took place in Windhoek, Namibia, 17-24 November 2010.  It endorsed the recommendations of ICT-IOS-6 in relation to the work of ET-EGOS.  This included the endorsement of two small but significant changes of name:

· ET-EGOS to be renamed the Expert Team on the Evolution of Global Observing Systems,

· EGOS-IP to be renamed the Implementation Plan for the Evolution of Global Observing Systems.

3.6
I was invited, as Chair of ET-EGOS, to represent ET-EGOS at two meetings in Geneva in January 2011: the GCOS expert meeting on the Update of the Satellite Supplement to the GCOS-IP (10-12 Jan.) and the Workshop on Continuity and Architecture Requirements for Climate Monitoring (13-14 Jan.).  Unfortunately I was not able to participate because of injury, but made some inputs to these meetings in writing.
3.7
ET-EGOS made inputs to the new AMMA Science Plan (see Doc.3, Action 64).  The new “International Science Plan for AMMA, phase II (2010-2020)” was made available in January 2011 and ET-EGOS members have contributed to a review of this plan in relation to the activities of ET-EGOS.  AMMA has been informed of the ET-EGOS reaction to the new AMMA science plan in early April 2011.
3.8
At CBS-Ext.(2010), the Commission agreed on a mechanism for the development of observing practices for the GCOS Upper-Air Reference Network (GRUAN) stations.  It also agreed that an expert meeting should be organized to finalize these practices with a view of submitting them to CBS-XV, and it requested the chairs of some expert teams, including  ET-EGOS, to nominate a representative.  I am very grateful to Russell Stringer for volunteering to represent us on this activity.  
3.9
CBS-Ext (2010) also agreed on a strategy regarding the future of the RRR database following recommendations by the ICT-IOS and the ET-EGOS.

4.
At ET-EGOS-6, I propose that we give particular attention to the following issues:

4.1
ET-EGOS should continue to devote significant attention to the development of the new EGOS-IP.  Further input on this is in Doc.10.4.

4.2
ET-EGOS should advise on the planning of the next WMO Impacts Studies Workshop, currently being prepared for 2012 in the USA under the leadership of Erik Andersson.  More details on this activity are in Doc.9.

4.3
The next session of CBS is planned for late 2012, and it will be preceded by a meeting of ICT-IOS.  Therefore it will be important for ET-EGOS to consider how it adequately prepares for forthcoming meetings of ICT-IOS and CBS.  It will need to consider whether an additional meeting of ET-EGOS will be needed before this and, if so, when.  In any case, it will need to consider carefully its inter-sessional action plan, in order to achieve satisfactory outcomes on all elements of its Work Plan in time for the next CBS meeting.    
__________
Appendix A
Terms of Reference and membership of the 

Expert Team on the Evolution of Global Observing SystemS (ET-EGOS)

The Terms of Reference below were approved by the Fourteenth Session of the CBS (Dubrovnik, Croatia, 25 March–2 April 2009). The CBS Extraordinary Session in 2010 decided to change the name of the Expert Team from Expert Team on the Evolution of the Global Observing System to Expert Team on the evolution of global observing systems while keeping the same terms of reference, acronym ET-EGOS, and membership.

1) Terms of Reference

Expert Team on the Evolution of global observing systems (ET-EGOS)

(a)
Update and report on observational data requirements of the WWW as well as other WMO and international programmes supported by WMO;

(b)
Review and report on the capability of both surface-based and space-based systems that are candidate components of the evolving composite GOS;

(c)
Carry out the rolling requirements review of several application areas using subject area experts (including atmospheric chemistry through liaison with CAS, marine meteorology and oceanography through liaison with JCOMM, aeronautical meteorology through liaison with CAeM, agrometeorology through liaison with CAgM, hydrology through liaison with CHy, and climate variability and change detection through liaison with CCl and GCOS);

(d)
Review the implications of the Statements of Guidance concerning the strengths and deficiencies in the existing GOS and evaluate the capabilities of new observing systems and possibilities for improvements and efficiencies in the GOS;

(e)
Carry out studies of real and hypothetical changes to the GOS with the assistance of NWP centres;

(f)
Develop new version of the Implementation Plan for Evolution of the GOS based on the Vision for the GOS in 2025, taking into account developments with respect to WIGOS and GEOSS; monitor progress against the Plan, report progress and updated Plan through the ICT-IOS to CBS;

(g)
Prepare documents to assist Members, summarizing the results from the above activities;

(h)
Provide advice and support to the Chairperson of OPAG-IOS on development and implementation of WIGOS concept.
2) Membership

Core ET-EGOS members

Dr John EYRE

Chair, ET-EGOS

Met Office

FitzRoy Road

EXETER EX1 3PB

United Kingdom

Tel.:
+(44 1392) 88 5175

Fax:
+(44 1392) 88 5681

E-mail:
john.eyre@metoffice.gov.uk
Mr Heng ZHOU

Vice-Chair, ET-EGOS

China Meteorological Administration

46 Zhongguancun Nandajie

BEIJING 100081

China

Tel.:
+(86 10) 6840 6242

Fax:
+(86 10) 6217 4797

E-mail:
zhouheng@cma.gov.cn

cmanetcn@sina.com 

Mr Malamine SONKO

Agence nationale de la météorologie du Sénégal

Aéoroport Léopold Sédar Senghor

B.P. 8257

DAKAR-YOFF

Senegal

Tel.:
+221-33 820 08 51

E-mail :
mlsonko@hotmail.fr 

meteonat@sentoo.sn 
Mr Russell STRINGER

Bureau of Meteorology

G.P.O. Box 1289

MELBOURNE, VIC. 3001

Australia
Tel.:
+(61 3) 9669 4225

Fax:
+(61 3) 9669 4168

E-mail:
r.stringer@bom.gov.au
Dr Aurora BELL

National Meteorological Administration

Sos. Bucuresti-Ploiesti 97

013686 BUCHAREST

Romania

Tel.:
+(40 21) 316 3116

Fax:
+(40 21) 316 3143

E-mail:
aurora.bell@meteoromania.ro

aurora.stan@meteo.inmh.ro

stan_sion@yahoo.com
Dr Erik ANDERSSON

ECMWF

Shinfield Park

Berkshire RG2 9AX

READING

United Kingdom

Tel.:
+(44 118) 949 9627

Fax:
+(44 118) 986 9450

E-mail:
erik.andersson@ecmwf.int
Dr Luiz Augusto Toledo MACHADO

Chair, CBS ET-SUP

Centro de Previsao de Tempo e Estudos

Climaticos (CPTEC)/INPE

Rodovia Presidente Dutra Km 39

CACHOEIRA PAULISTA

SAO PAULO

Brazil

Tel.:
+(55 12) 3186 9399

Fax:
+(55 12) 3186 9291

E-mail:
machado@cptec.inpe.br
Other representatives

Chair, ICT-IOS

Dr Lars Peter RIISHOJGAARD

Joint Center for Satellite Data Assimilation

National Centers for Atmospheric Research

NOAA

5200 Auth Road

CAMP SPRINGS, MARYLAND 20746

USA

Tel.:
+1-301-763-8000 ext 191

Fax:
+1-301-763-8149

E-mail:
Lars.P.Riishojgaard@nasa.gov 

Co-chair, ICT-IOS

Dr Jochen DIBBERN

Deutscher Wetterdienst

Frankfurter Str. 135

D-63067 OFFENBACH

Germany

Tel.:
+(49 69) 8062 4491

Fax:
+(49 69) 800 863 410

E-mail:
jochen.dibbern@dwd.de
EUMETSAT Representative
Dr Rosemary MUNRO
EUMETSAT
EUMETSAT-Allee 1
D-64295 DARMSTADT

Germany

Tel.:  +(49 6151) 807 452
Fax:  +(49 6151) 807 838
E-mail:
rosemary.munro@eumetsat.int  

EUMETNET Representative 

Mr Stefan KLINK
Deutscher Wetterdienst

Frankfurter Str. 135

D-63067 OFFENBACH

Germany

Tel.:
+(49 69) 806 24 492
Fax:
+(49 69) 800 863 410
E-mail:
stefan.klink@dwd.de
Rapporteur on GCOS Matters

Mr Mesut DEMIRCAN

Turkish State Meteorological Service

Devlet Meteoroloji 

Klimatoloji Sube

KALABA/KECIOREN

ANKARA

Tel:
+90 505 443 0188

Fax:
+90 312 361 2371

Email:
 mdemircan@dmi.gov.tr 
CCl Representative

Dr William J. Wright

Co-chair of the CCl Open Panel on climate data management
Data Management Section

Bureau of Meteorology

GPO Box 1289

Docklands

Victoria 3008

Australia

Telephone:
+61-3 9669 4349

Telefax:
+61-3 9669 4678

E-mail :
w.wright@bom.gov.au
AMDAR Representative

Mr Frank GROOTERS

Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute

(KNMI)

3730 AE DE BILT

The Netherlands

Tel.:
+(31 30) 220 6691

Fax:
+(31 30) 221 1195

E-mail:
frank.grooters@knmi.nl
CAS Representative

Dr Wolfgang FRICKE

Head, Hohenpeissenberg Meteorological Observatory

Deutscher Wetterdienst

Albin-Schwaiger-Weg 10

D-82383 Hohenpeissenberg

Germany

Tel: 
+49 8805 954 – 0

Fax 
 +49 8805 954 - 102

E-mail: Wolfgang.Fricke@dwd.de
CAeM Representative

Dr Jitze van der Meulen

Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute 

KNMI Weather Research

Wilhelminalaan 10 

Postbus 201

3730 AE De Bilt

The Netherlands  

Tel:
+31 (0)30 2206432  

Fax:
+31 (0)30 2210407  

Email:
Jitze.van.der.Meulen@knmi.nl  

Herbert Puempel, WMO Secretariat

E-mail:
HPuempel@wmo.int 

CAgM Representative

Robert Stefanski, WMO Secretariat

E-mail:
RStefanski@wmo.int

CHy Representative

Wolfgang Grabs, WMO Secretariat

E-mail:
WGrabs@wmo.int
__________

