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GUIDANCE FROM CHAIRPERSON OF THE OPAG-IOS
(Submitted by  Dr. Lars Peter Riishojgaard, USA, OPAG/IOS Chairperson)

	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

This document provides guidance from the OPAG/IOS chairperson on WMO activities relevant to this expert team.



ACTION PROPOSED


The Meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering its recommendations.

____________

References:

1) Abridged final report with resolutions and recommendations of the Extraordinary Session of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS Ext.-2010);

2) Abridged final report with resolutions of the sixty-second session of the WMO Executive Council (EC-LXII), WMO-No. 1059; 

3) The final report of the third session of the Executive Council Working Group on the WMO Integrated Global Observing System and the WMO Information System (EC-WG/WIGOS-WIS-3);
4) The final report of the fourth session of the Executive Council Working Group on the WMO Integrated Global Observing System and the WMO Information System (EC-WG/WIGOS-WIS-4);
5) The final report of the third session of the Executive Council Working Group on the WMO Integrated Global Observing System and the WMO Information System Subgroup on WIGOS (SG-WIGOS-3), 
6) The Final report of the sixth session of the Expert Team on Satellite systems (ET-SAT-6)
DISCUSSION

1.
Introduction

Since ET-EGOS-5, several meetings of importance to the work of this team have taken place. In this document, I want to highlight some of the decisions and discussions from these meeting as well as point out some general development trends that are relevant to the work of ET-EGOS.
2.
CBS Extraordinary Session 10, Windhoek, Nov 17-24, 2010
2.1
Several aspects of the work of ET-EGOS were highlighted at the CBS Session, in particular the completed review of the Statements of Guidance and the progress toward EGOS-IP FT after the adoption of the “Vision for the GOS in 2025”. 

2.2
Noting the success of previous events in the series and their importance to the work of WMO as a whole, CBS (Ext) 10 requested that OPAG-IOS arrange a Fifth “WMO Workshop on the Impact of the Global Observing System on Numerical Weather Prediction” during the first half of 2012. An offer of the US Delegation to host the meeting was accepted by the Session. A Scientific Organizing Committee has been formed under the leadership of one of the WMO Rapporteurs on Scientific Assessment of Impact Studies, Dr. Erik Andersson from ECMWF.

2.3
It is clear that CBS expects the work of ET-EGOS to become increasingly intertwined with the progress toward WIGOS, as seen for instance in the following excerpt from Final Report:

3.2
The Commission noted the priorities for the work of the CBS until the next session of CBS as follows:

(a)
Development of the new Implementation Plan for the global observing systems based on the new Vision for the GOS in 2025 and WIGOS requirements, continuity of the Rolling Review of Requirements (RRR) process and further development/update of relevant regulatory material in support of WIGOS;

2.4
It is still unclear exactly how this will impact the next Work Plan for ET-EGOS, but at a minimum it is likely to lead to increased emphasis on some of the non-traditional application areas discussed in the Statements of Guidance and other RRR related material. More discussion about how to implement this is expected to take place at CBS-MG in July 2011 and at ICT-IOS in 2012.

3.
Workshop on Space-based Architecture for Climate in Geneva on January 13-14 2011.

Acting on a request from CGMS, WMO and the GCOS Secretariat hosted the first Workshop on Space-based Architecture for Climate in Geneva on January 13-14 2011. The need for contingency planning was one of the focal points of the meeting, and it was noted repeatedly that this is especially relevant for those ECVs (Essential Climate Variables) that do not have direct weather applications, e.g. Earth radiation balance. It was also noted that climate sensors be considered candidates for being hosted on operational satellites. Finally, it was noted that space deployment of high-quality reference instruments coupled with a robust intercalibration effort such as GSICS would increase the climate value of operational weather sensors. A writing team was constituted to draft a roadmap for how to develop such an architecture. The first draft of the roadmap is due in early September 2011, at which point there will be opportunities for all relevant communities to review it. ET-EGOS is invited to follow this development as there will likely be a role to play for the team in this in the future.

4.
Expert Team on Satellite Systems, Session 6 (ET-SAT-6), Geneva, April 12-15, 2011.

4.1
The main outcomes of ET-SAT-6 were

· A proposed revised baseline for CGMS contribution to the space-based Global Observing System, comprising a description of the available or firmly planned capabilities and services on geostationary or low-Earth orbit, as well as contingency planning, intercalibration, and data availability aspects  (Appendix III of the Final Report from ET-SAT-6);

· A thorough review of the draft EGOS-IP including detailed comments and suggestions for its cross-cutting and space-related actions and recommendations (Appendix IV of the Final Report from ET-SAT-6).

4.2
The review of the draft EGOS-IP has been forwarded to the ET-EGOS Chair and the primary author of the draft prior to this meeting, and this matter will be discussed separately later under item 10. 
5.
Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress, May 16 to June 3, 2011 
5.1
At it sixteenth session, the World Meteorological Congress decided to proceed with the implementation phase of WIGOS during the coming financial period. According to the Resolution, the Technical Commissions are requested to

(a)
Guide the technical aspects of WIGOS implementation; 
(b)
Incorporate WIGOS implementation activities in their operating plan and work programme; 

(c)
Provide technical guidance and advice to Members and the regional associations on WIGOS;
(d)
Develop guidance for the design and evolution of observing components of WIGOS,

(e)
Develop standards to support WIGOS in collaboration with partner organizations and programmes; 
(f)
Update WMO Regulatory Material, including development of the Manual on WIGOS; 

(g)
Provide the technical lead for WIGOS through the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) and the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation (CIMO);

5.2
It is expected that especially item (d) will be of relevance to this ET or its successor following the CBS Session in 2012.

5.3
Congress featured several side events on issues that are of relevance to ET-EGOS. A side event on Space Weather gave rise to a Statement of strong support for an increased role of WMO in coordinating space weather activities including observational data requirements. At the side event on the Development of a Space-based Architecture for Climate Monitoring, strong support was likewise expressed for WMO’s role in this.
6.
Other matters
6.1
The cancellation of the NPOESS program and the subsequent creation of separate civilian and military meteorological satellite programs in the US (JPSS and DWSS, respectively) has led to an increase in the risk of WMO members not having access to data from microwave and IR sounding missions in three separate orbital planes as called for in the “WMO Vision for the GOS in 2025”. ET-EGOS is invited to take note of this and is requested to advise WMO on the potential consequences thereof.

6.2
NASA is developing a replacement mission for the Orbiting Carbon Observatory, a hyperspectral near-IR technology demonstration mission aimed at very accurate measurements of the total column of CO2. The original mission was lost due to a launch failure. The team is invited to take note of this development and to comment on the potential impact of having low-latency OCO-2 data made available to WMO users.

__________
