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Review of other activities related to ET-EGOS and OPAG-IOS
African Monsoon Multidisciplinary Analyses (AMMA)
(Submitted by  the WMO Secretariat)

	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

The document provides information on the interactions between the ET-EGOS and the African Monsoon Multidisciplinary Analyses (AMMA) regarding the AMMA International Science Plan for 2010 to 2020.



ACTION PROPOSED


The Meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering its recommendations.

____________
Reference:
The International Science Plan for the African Monsoon Multidisciplinary Analyses

http://www.amma-international.org/IMG/pdf/ISP2_v2.pdf 
Appendix: 
A.
ET-EGOS Comments to the AMMA International Science Plan for 2010 – 2020

B
AMMA answers to ET-EGOS comments to the AMMA International Science Plan,  2010 - 2020
DISCUSSION
1.
The AMMA Science Plan was published in early 2011 and is available from the web (see reference on the cover page). The ET-EGOS Chair has reviewed the plan, consulted with the Team and the Secretariat, and submitted ET-EGOS comments to the AMMA International Science Plan for 2010 – 2020 to the Chair of the AMMA International Scientific Steering Committee, Dr Jean-Luc Redeslperger. The Et-EGOS comments are reproduced in Appendix A. 

2.
During the discussions between ET-EGOS members, it was suggested in particular that observation impact in RA I, related to AMMA, could become one theme for the Impact workshop in 2012. The chair of the ICT-IOS suggested that the ET-EGOS should make the case that the lack of observations in RA I is an issue for all WMO members, not just for the RA I itself. It was further suggested that AMMA should be asked to contact CBS to discuss possibilities to sustain the operation of the radiosonde network in West Africa.
3.
The AMMA response to the ET-EGOS comments have been received prior to this ET-EGOS meeting and are reproduced in Appendix B.

__________
Appendix A
ET-EGOS comments to the AMMA International Science Plan for 2010 to 2020

(Report submitted by Dr John Eyre -  United Kingdom, john.eyre@metoffice.gov.uk - chairman of the ET-EGOS on behalf of the Team)

This document includes the comments of the WMO Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) Expert Team for the evolution of global observing systems (ET-EGOS) regarding the International Science Plan for the second phase (2010-2020) of the African Monsoon Multidisciplinary Analyses (AMMA).

The Science Plan is available from the following link:

http://www.amma-international.org/IMG/pdf/ISP2_v2.pdf
The ET-EGOS is particularly in charge of running the WMO Rolling Review of Requirements (RRR
) and advising WMO Members on the evolution of global observing systems.
Many of the activities of AMMA are related to the work of the ET-EGOS, and in particular the continued development and implementation of a strategy for observations in the AMMA region of interest. ET-EGOS, the CBS, and WMO can therefore contribute in many ways.
Below are ET-EGOS reactions to the plan, and suggestions how the Team could contribute to its execution.
1) General comments

· ET-EGOS would like to address the following questions to AMMA regarding West Africa observing systems (for all Application Areas discussed):

· ET-EGOS encourages further analysis of observational requirements for the AMMA region, and suggest that AMMA reviews the Rolling Review of Requirements (RRR) database and identifies key gaps between observational requirements and present/planned capability.
· ET-EGOS encourages a relationship between ET-EGOS and AMMA similar to the one between ET-EGOS and THORPEX. This can also be done through direct contacts between the ET-EGOS Chair and the AMMA permanent International Executive Office (IEO), once established.
· ET-EGOS would like to support AMMA by providing assistance in steps towards sustainable operational observing systems.  The new plan does not focus on contributions to basic operational observational networks of WMO; further discussion on this topic between WMO and AMMA is encouraged.

· The 5th WMO “Impact Studies Workshop” in 2012 will encourage presentations on observation impact over the AMMA region, and also the impact of satellite observations over land.

2) Second theme of AMMA, “study of predictability and improvement of meteorological, seasonal and climate forecasting,“ 

Two activities are directly related to the work of ET-EGOS:
- Improvement of use of available observations (including satellite observations;
- Recommendation and implementation of permanent observing systems to improve monitoring capabilities and forecasts

· ET-EGOS maintains user requirements for observations for Seasonal and Inter-Annual Forecasting.  AMMA is encouraged to review and comment on these.  

· ET-EGOS also works closely with GCOS on the user requirements for observations for Climate Monitoring and on the implementation of actions in the GCOS Implementation Plan.  AMMA is encourage to comment on GCOS-IP as regards its adequacy for dealing with the scientific issues identified by AMMA.

3) Section 2b “Weather, Seasonal and Climate predictability and prediction”

This sections includes recommendations on implementation of sustained observing systems (e.g. working with THORPEX, CLIVAR, WMO, GCOS…); it proposes assessment, including gap analysis of whether the sustained observing system is sufficient to support climate prediction activity; it recommends establishing a series of high profile workshops to “pull-through” the knowledge gained in AMMA towards improving models used for weather and climate prediction.

4) Section 2.d “Observations”

Key objectives are also proposed in section 2.d “Observations” e.g. maintaining the operational observations (upper air, continental surface, ocean) at a level as close as possible to the one reached during the first phase of AMMA and improving in areas where AMMA was not able to do so; or ensuring better linkages between research and operational observations and the satellite observations.

· ET-EGOS recommendations that all the data collected in AMMA should be available in near real time, if possible, for use by African NMSs and for dissemination to the global user community.  

· Radar data from systems operated as part of AMMA are of interest for operational nowcasting and NWP.  
5) Specific comments

We note links between the AMMA Plan and ET-EGOS activities as follows:

- p.8, 9. 30, 31.  Best link between AMMA activities and satellite observations.

  - What deficiencies are perceived in the current links?

- p.8, 30, 57.  Long-term maintenance of observing systems (lists of systems given)

- p.22, 59  Hydrological obs and their dissemination.  What are their status and deficiencies?

- p/31, 53-54, 56.  Plans to review obs networks needed (for weather forecasting, SIAF, decadal prediction and climate monitoring) – we encourage this – see section 1.

- p.52, 54.  Support for maintenance and improvement of obs networks in W.Africa.

- p.55.  Advice from NWP centres on network density (of sondes, but this is a general issue)

- p.56. Establish/maintain links with other bodies, incl. WMO.

__________

Appendix B
AMMA answers to ET-EGOS comments to the AMMA International Science Plan for 2010 - 2020

(submitted by JL Redelsperger, M. Kadi)
�: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/sat/RRR-and-SOG.html" ��http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/sat/RRR-and-SOG.html� 





