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WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS)
(Submitted by the WMO Secretariat)

	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

This document provides information on the status of the development of the WIGOS concept and expected outcomes of Cg-XVI in this regard, including the WIGOS Concept of Operations (CONOPS), WIGOS Development and Implementation Strategy (WDIS), the WIGOS Implementation Plan (WIP), and expected Congress Resolution regarding the implementation of WIGOS during the next financial period.



ACTION PROPOSED


The Meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering its recommendations, and identify other potential activities contributing to WIGOS.
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DISCUSSION
1.
Vision

1.1.
Congress agreed with the WIGOS vision specified in the WDIS that calls for an integrated, coordinated and comprehensive observing system to satisfy, in a cost-effective and sustained manner, the evolving observing requirements of Members in delivering their weather, climate, water and related environmental services. WIGOS will enhance the coordination of WMO observing systems with those of partner organizations for the benefit of society.
1.2.
Further, WIGOS will provide a framework for enabling the integration and optimized evolution of WMO observing systems, and of WMO’s contribution to co-sponsored systems. Together with the WMO Information System (WIS), this will allow continuous and reliable access to an expanded set of environmental data and products, and associated metadata, resulting in increased knowledge and enhanced services across all WMO Programmes.
1.3.
The WIGOS vision provides a roadmap to guide the orderly evolution of the WMO observing systems operated by Members into an integrated system. Establishing the effective and sustained organizational, programmatic, governance and procedural structures is needed for a common standardization process facilitating interoperability of WIGOS observing components, and for implementation of quality management procedures. It will enable those user requirements for various application areas to be met at national, regional and global levels.
2.
Benefits

2.1.
Congress agreed that WIGOS will significantly enhance observing capabilities of Members by maximizing their administrative and operational efficiencies, through a more coordinated, collaborative and cost-effective approach to the planning and operation of an integrated global observing system.
3.
Implementation

3.1. Congress stressed the importance of the development of an implementation plan for the evolution of WIGOS beyond 2015 including technical guidance on how to design, develop and implement integrated national observing systems to provide comprehensive observations in response to the needs of all WMO Members and Programmes.
3.2. Congress decided that the WIGOS implementation be undertaken in an active and prudent manner in the sixteenth financial period and will focus on a framework for improved governance, management, integration and optimization of the multiple observing systems coordinated by WMO, so as to achieve a smooth transition, and no effort should be spared to make WIGOS operational by 2016.
3.3. Congress requested the Secretary-General to provide documentation on the benefits, efficiency and cost-effectiveness of WIGOS, as well as guidance on the implementation activities by Members, to be available also to funding agencies, such as the World Bank and EU to gain their support.
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