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Review of Statements of Guidance

Global Cryosphere Watch (GCW) observing requirements 
(Submitted by  Barry Goodison, WMO Secretariat)

	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

The document provides information for consideration during working group deliberations of 8.3.



ACTION PROPOSED

The Meeting is invited to consider the information contained in this document when preparing its recommendations.

____________

References:

1.
IGOS, 2007. Integrated Global Observing Strategy Cryosphere Theme Report - For the Monitoring of our Environment from Space and from Earth. Geneva: World Meteorological Organization. WMO/TD No. 1405. 100 pp. 


(http://igos-cryosphere.org/docs/cryos_theme_report.pdf)  
DISCUSSION

1. GCW was asked to consider: how the observational requirements for the GFCS are currently taken into account within existing SoGs; how the observational requirements for the GCW are currently taken into account within existing SoGs, and propose how these should be updated if needed; and the possible need for new application area(s) to address the observational requirements of the GCW not covered as part of existing application areas and their respective SoGs. Information on the cryosphere and GCW was submitted as part of the observations annex of GFCS, but this annex is still under review. Human resources were not available to proceed further on how the observational requirements for the GCW are currently taken into account within existing SoGs. 

2. At the last meeting, the expert team was informed of CryOS and its statement of requirements. It was noted that the RRR did not adequately reflect cryospheric needs. The CryOS requirements are presented in a different manner than the WMO RRR DB. The format of the RRR also does not lend itself to applications which will require cryosphere information for many different purposes over a wide range of time and space scales.  GCW through its contributors will be looking carefully at user needs and identifying user requirements. This is a longer term task and will be aimed directly at meeting the needs of the user community. At the moment it is unclear to GCW whom the user community is for the RRR. 

3. It is again recommended that it is appropriate to have a new application area on “Cryosphere which would allow harmonization of requirements. It must be recognized that there will be different requirements for different application areas. Having these compiled together would allow rationalization of requirements, as appropriate, while strengthening the guidance and rationale for improving cryospheric observing systems and developing new ones. The existing applications would still include reference to the need for cryospheric observations which could be cross-referenced to the “cryosphere application area”. In the interim, it is recommended that the CryOS document be referenced as the statement of guidance and source of user requirements for cryosphere, in the same manner that GCOS references the GCOS IP.
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