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	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

This document provides a template for other contributors to the Requirements section of the Workshop
  


ACTION PROPOSED


Contributors are invited to use the template in the completion of their reports. 
______________

Workshop on radar data exchange – requirements for weather radar data (exeter, uk, 24-26 april 2013)
1. Introduction 
Which application area(s) is being reflected in this report? 

Apart from the author, were others consulted in the generation of this report? 

2. Current requirements and use of the data
This section tries to address the current requirements for weather radar data in the application area with the knowledge this data exists rather than from a technology free perspective. 
Some questions to consider, although other issues may be important and should be included:

What is the data being used for by the application area? Both directly (eg assimilation of Doppler winds by regional NWP) and indirectly (eg contributes to the forecast skill in severe weather forecasting)?

What level of pre-processing of the data is preferred by the application area? Is this currently either insufficient or too much?
What is the use of quality indicators in the processing of the data from weather radars?

What are the major constraints in the use of the data by the application area? 

Is consistency of availability of the data important o the application area?

Is it understood where these data have the biggest impact on the application area?
Is the relative value of weather radar data to other sources of data well understood in the application area?

Is there a strong or critical dependency on other observational data to support the use of weather radar data in your application area?

3. Known future requirements for use of the data 
The use of known within the title of this section is to enable of focus of agreed future uses of the data rather than more speculative uses of the data, which is covered in section 4.
Some questions to consider, although other issues may be important and should be included:

Is there any general trend in these requirements (eg more demanding in terms of availability or spatial coverage)?

Have these future requirements been published or communicated widely with the weather radar operator community?

Of the parameters currently measured by weather radars which are likely to be the most important or more greatly used in the future?

4. Possible future requirements for use of the data 
This section should reflect the possible direction of the application area and the consequential impact this may have on the requirement for weather radar data. 

Some questions to consider, although other issues may be important and should be included:

Will the temporal and spatial requirement for data change significantly in the future?

Is it likely there will be a reduction in the requirement for weather radar platform based observational data?

Will new forms of quality data be required, especially to better exploit the data?

Will less or more pre-processing of the data be required (the raw data or refined products question)?
5. Further points to consider

Any other discussion points not exposed in sections 2 to 4 above to be included in this section.

6. Summary

Key points discussed in the report to be highlighted here. This will assist in the synthesis of all requirements into a single document for the workshop to consider.

