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Current status of Weather Radar data exchange
Guidance material for the generation of Current Status of Exchange documents
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	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

This document provides a template for other contributors to the Current status of Weather Radar data exchange section of the Workshop
  


ACTION PROPOSED


Contributors are invited to use the template in the completion of their reports. 

______________
Workshop on radar data exchange – CURRENT STATUS OF WEATHER RADAR DATA EXCHANGE IN ra ? (exeter, uk, 24-26 april 2013)
1. Introduction 
Which WMO region is being described in this report?

Are there areas of this region for which information is not available?

Apart from the author, were others consulted in the generation of this report? It is suggested that where they exist the focal points identified within the 

2. Well established Radar data exchange practices

A wide range of exchange agreements are in place, this section seeks to obtain an understanding of the extent and variability in these agreements, as well as any patterns that exist. Tabular presentation may be advantageous if the number of agreements in place is considerable.

Some questions to consider, although other issues may be important and should be included:

In each existing agreement what range of weather radar data elements are exchanged (is it products or basic variables or some combination of the two)?

Are the Radar data exchange agreements part of a wider set of bi-lateral or multi-lateral agreements (are forecast products changed)? 
Are there any examples of where the exchange of weather radar data is more extensive than the exchange of other, non Res 40 observational data?

Are there any measurable trends in the growth, or otherwise, of the agreements (once a basic agreement exists has it naturally led to the exchange of a greater range of variables?

Are there any wider regional governance protocols in place to facilitate the exchange of weather radar data?

Are there examples of developed and developing Member working together to facilitate capacity building?

Has the existence of Resolution 25 (see background documents) assisted in the encouragement of Radar data exchange?

3. Recently emerged Radar data exchange practices 
I have separated out this section to allow for some consideration of whether any lessons learnt from the well established exchange agreements has been passed onto the most recently established agreements?

In addition to the questions above, some questions to consider, although other issues may be important and should be included:

Is the rate of establishment of data exchange agreements increasing or not?

Did the parties arranging the new agreements seek the advice of the Members that already have well established agreements in place?

4. Soon to be introduced Radar data exchange practices 
This section is to be used to present the exchanges that are about to be established in the region.

In addition to the questions above, some questions to consider, although other issues may be important and should be included:

Does at least one of the parties already exchange weather radar data with other parties (is there local experience of establishing exchanges)?

Will the soon to be arranged exchanges follow data protocols and licensing agreements already established elsewhere in the region?

Are the plans for increased exchange of data arranged at the bi-lateral, multi-lateral or RA level? 

5. Further points to consider

Any other discussion points not exposed in sections 2 to 4 above to be included in this section.

If identifiable what if anything is restricting the growth in Radar data exchange in the region?
To what extent is the ownership of the Radars a factor in the exchange of the data?
6. Summary

Key points discussed in the report to be highlighted here. This will assist in the synthesis of all requirements into a single document for the workshop to consider.
