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UPDATES OF THE GOS-RELATED REGULATORY MATERIAL

(Submitted by Dr A. Vasiliev, Rapporteur on Regulatory Material)

	Summary and Purpose of Document

This document outlines the work carried out in respect of revision and updating the Volume II of the Manual on GOS-Regional Aspects.




ACTION PROPOSED

The session may wish to comment on the updated versions of the sections I, II and VI of Volume II of the Manual on GOS and suggest further actions that may be required.

_______________

Annexes:  1.
Comments from Rapporteurs/Coordinators on Regional Aspects of the GOS

2. Manual on the GOS, Volume II (Regional Aspects) with draft revised sections I, II and VI

REVISION OF VOLUME II OF THE MANUAL ON THE GOS

1. The Commission for Basic Systems at its Extraordinary Session (Cairns, Australia, 4‑12 December 2002) accepted Recommendation 1 [CBS Ext.(02)] – Review of the Manual on the GOS (WMO No. 544) Volume I, Global Aspects.  According to this recommendation, the new version of the Manual was published by the WMO Secretariat and circulated to all WMO Members.

2. In reviewing and updating the Volume I, a number of changes and improvements were introduced in the text.  In addition, during the latest sessions of the respective Regional Associations, some changes concerning observing system were also recommended (such as the development of objective criteria for the selection of RBSN stations and concept of the Regional Basic Climatological Network).  In view of this, there is a need to amend the different sections of the GOS Manual, Volume II.

3. To start action on reviewing and updating the Volume II, the CBS Rapporteur on Regulatory Material prepared a letter by which Rapporteurs/Coordinators on Regional Aspects of the GOS were invited to study the matter and to send their suggestions and comments.  The letter was distributed by the WMO Secretariat on 24 November 2003 to the Rapporteurs as well as to the Co-Rapporteurs on Regional Aspects of Instrument Development, Related Training and Capacity Building with a copy to the Presidents of Regional Associations.  The second letter with the same request was sent on 24 March 2004.

4. In response to the letter, replies with proposals to change the existing text were received from Mr Mahaman Saloum (RA I Rapporteur/Coordinator on Regional Aspects on the GOS), Mr Chen Yonqing (RA II Rapporteur/Coordinator on Regional Aspects on the GOS), Mr Shigeru Onogi (RA II Co-Rapporteur on Regional Aspects of Instrument Development, Related Training and Capacity Building) and Mr Igor Zahumensky (RA VI Co-Rapporteur on Regional Aspects of Instrument Development, Related Training and Capacity Building).  Replies with some information were also received from Mr Phetolo Phage (Botswana Meteorological services).  Copies of the comments received are reproduced in Annex I to this document.

5. On the basis of the comments, the Rapporteur on Regulatory Material prepared the amended text of sections 1 – Africa (RA I), 2 – Asia (RA II) and 6 – Europe (RA VI) of Volume II of the Manual on the GOS.  The drafts of these sections are given in Annex 2 of the document.

6. Replies from the Co-Rapporteurs of RAs III, IV and V were not received, however, according to the abridged final reports of the thirteenth session of RA III (para. 4.2.9), RA IV (para. 4.2.9) and RA V (para. 4.2.18), these Associations also agreed to establish RBCN in the Regions and therefore, these decisions should at least be reflected in the corresponding sections of the Manual, Volume II.

7. The session is invited to comment on the draft revised text of sections I, II and VI and define further steps in respect of revision of Volume II of the Manual on the GOS.

_______________

COMMENTS FROM RAPPORTEURS/COORDINATORS

ON REGIONAL ASPECTS OF THE GOS

From: 
Mahamane Saloum <saloum@acmad.ne>PRIVATE 

To:
<kharlashin@rhmc.mecom.ru>

Date: 
24/12/2003 5:13:10 PM

Subject: 
Volume II‑ Manual GOS

Dear Dr Vasiliev

It is a real pleasure for me to send you some of the reflexions I made 

regarding the review and update of the Volume II of the Manual ‑ Regional 

Aspects.

Like you said this Volume II needs to be updated in taking account new 

elements related:

‑  to the use of objective criteria in revising a RBSN, and the role of the 

Rapporteur in the implementation of the RBSN and RBCN

‑ the GCOS networks and the best practices of the GCOS stations

‑  the composition of a RBCN

‑  the regional aspects of IMOP

As you can see I did some minor changes in certain items. However, I make 

substantial changes regarding the above items.

Best regards

I wish you merry Christmas and happy new year

Mahaman SALOUM

Service météorologique du NIGER

BP 1096 Aéroport Niamey

Téléphone:(227)732517/18/19; (227)732381/83

Fax: (227)735512

e‑mail :saloum@acmad.ne

           :msaloum@excite.com

CC:
<Akarpov@wmo.int>

From: 
<s_onogi@met.kishou.go.jp>PRIVATE 

To:
<kharlashin@rhmc.mecom.ru>

Date: 
1/16/04 5:42AM

Subject: 
Amendments to the text of GOS Manual Vol.II

Dear Dr. A.A.Vasiliev,

 I wish to refer to your facsimile message dated 24 November 2003 addressed

to Dr. Tsunomura, Co‑rapporteur on Regional Aspects of Instrument

Development, Related training and Capacity Building in Region II regarding

the updating of GOS Manual Vol. II.

 As you are aware of our facsimile message JMA03/A4/221 dated 10 December

2003 from our PR to the Secretary‑General of WMO, our PR proposed a change

of the Co‑rapporteur and the nomination of me as the Co‑rapporteur to take

over Dr. Tsunomura.   Though he is still in the position of the

Co‑rapporteur now, I would like to have the following comment about the

Manual on behalf of him.

 The description about the target percentage in RA II of ascending level of

sondes in "2.1.3 Upper‑air synoptic observations" should be deleted,

because the description about the target percentage is used only in RA II.

 I would appreciate if this suggestion could contribute to your task.

Best Regards.

Shigeru Onogi

cc: Dr. A.A. Karpov

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑

Observations Division, Observations Department

Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA)

1‑3‑4 Otemachi, Chiyoda,

Tokyo 100‑8124

FAX  +81‑3‑3213‑1742

E‑mail: s_onogi@met.kishou.go.jp

‑‑This message was sent with an unlicensed evaluation version of

Novell NetMail. Please see http://www.netmail.com/ for details.

CC:
<Akarpov@wmo.int>

Dear Dr. A. Vasiliev,

Referring to your letter from 24 November 2003 dealing with Manual on the GOS, Volume II – Regional Aspects please read my following proposals:

6.1.2, 6.1.3

Comment:

XIII-RAVI agreed to use the amended criteria for inclusion of stations in the RBSN, therefore the criteria mentioned in paragraphs 6.1.2 and 6.1.3 are not valid yet. 

Proposal: 

To list the “Criteria for inclusion of stations in the regional basic synoptic network” (XIII-RA VI/PINK 4(1), APPENDIX A, Annex to paragraph 4.2.2) here. The criteria had been developed after long process and there is presumption that they will be valid for longer period of time.

6.1.4

(a) 

To change the sentence as follows (or in a similar way):
Regional Association VI authorizes the president of the Association to approve, at the request of the Members concerned and in consultation with the Secretary-General, minor amendments to the list of stations without a formal consultation with the Members of the Association. This shall be in accordance with the procedures laid down in XIII-RA VI/PINK 4(1), APPENDIX A, Annex to paragraph 4.2.2, paragraph 3.4.
PS: ‘PINK 4(1)’ has to be changed by corresponding “WMO-No.” containing FR of XIII-RAVI.

6.2.1.1

To change the sentence as follows:

According to the … Part III, regulation 3.3.2.6, the atmospheric pressure at a station shall be reduced to mean sea level, except at those stations where regional association resolutions prescribe otherwise.

The paragraph 6.2.2.2 is a redundant as 3.3.2.8 (“Regional comparisons of national standard barometers with a regional standard barometer shall be arranged at least once every ten years.”) of Volume I, Manual on the GOS deals with the item in the same way. 

6.2.2.3

To exchange “shall be” by “were”. (Guide to Meteorological Instruments and Methods of Observation (WMO-No. 8, Sixth edition, 1996), I.3, 3.10.5.1 and Annex 3.B)
6.2.3

To change the last part of the sentence as follows: 

“ … using the appropriate WMO code form (e.g. FM 94-IX Ext. BUFR).”
6.2.4.1, 6.2.4.3

Comment:

Taking into account that an establishment of RIC in RAVI had already been done, there is a need to change the end of the paragraph in a corresponding way, and the same in the 6.2.4.3.

6.2.4.2

The first sentence should be read as follows:

“Regional Instrument Centres are designated to carry out the following functions:”

To change the paragraphs (f) and (h) as follows:

(f) To assist WMO in organizing regional symposia, seminars or workshops on the maintenance, calibration and comparison of meteorological instruments by providing laboratory and field installations, as well as assistance with regard to demonstration equipment and expert advice;

(h)
To cooperate with other Regional Instrument Centres to provide standardization of meteorological instruments.

6.2.5.1

For the same reason as mentioned above (for 6.2.4.2) to change the end of the sentence (“should be established …).

6.3

To change the sentence as follows:

“The Association encourages its members to further develop the Regional Basic Climate Network (RBCN) of stations providing CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP reports in close cooperation with the Working Group on Climate-related Matters and the GCOS Programme, with respect to spatial coverage, adherence to coding procedures, and the inclusion of GCOS network stations”
Yours sincerely,

Igor Zahumensky
Proposal for Manual on GOS, WMO-No. 544, Vol. II., 6. REGION VI – EUROPE

Dear Dr. A. Vasiliev,

Referring to a letter from 24 March 2004 dealing with Manual on the GOS, Volume II – Regional Aspects, RBCN, please read my following proposal. 

The proposal is to exchange present paragraph 6.3 by a following text:
6.3 Regional Basic Climatological Network of surface and upper-air observing stations

6.3.1 Composition of the Regional Basic Climatological Network (RBCN)

The Regional Basic Climatological Network includes all GCOS (GSN and GUAN) stations, regardless of whether these report CLIMAT (TEMP). RBCN also includes all other stations that report CLIMAT (TEMP), except for stations which are at a distance of less than 60 km of another network station. 

Note: This distance criterion may be overruled if there is a difference in altitude of more than 1000 meters.
Members are urged to comply fully with the global and regional coding procedures and data collection standards in accordance with procedures laid down in the WMO Technical Regulations and the Manuals on the GOS, on Codes, and on the GTS when operating the RBCN stations.

6.3.2 Arrangements and procedures for updating and amending RBCN

Regional Association VI authorizes the president of the Association to approve, at the request of the Members concerned and in consultation with the Secretary-General, minor amendments to the list of RBCN stations without a formal consultation with the members of the Association. 

Copy of fax from Mr Chen Yongqing,

Rapporteur on Regional Aspects on the GOS in RA II 

(in pdf version).
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