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Status of the RBCNs
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	Summary and Purpose of Document
This document summarises the status of the Regional Basic Climatological Networks (RBCN) established in all WMO regions to improve the availability of Climatological data.




ACTION PROPOSED


The ICT is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering its recommendations on the improvement of data availability from regional networks.

REGIONAL BASIC CLIMATOLOGICAL NETWORK (RBCN)

1. The Fourteenth Congress (Geneva, May 2003) welcomed the establishment of the Regional Basic Climatological Network (RBCN) in all WMO Regions and in the Antarctic, as the RBCN provided a strong justification for maintaining a minimum number of CLIMAT/CLIMAT TEMP reporting stations, and allowed a more effective and consistent performance monitoring.  Realizing the continuing need to increase the overall availability of climatological data, Congress urged Members to ensure that their operational observing stations compiled and transmitted the CLIMAT/CLIMAT TEMP messages according to existing regulations.

2. Following the above recommendations, the Secretariat initiated the preparation of special guidance material (Handbook) related to the operational procedures and practices to be used in the field by observers and technicians in compiling and transmitting CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP messages over the GTS.  This document (approx. 100 pages with illustrations, tables and graphics) which explains step by step the whole procedure of compiling and transmitting CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP reports was produced in four languages and is being distributed to users on CD-ROM; via the Web, and also as a printed copy.  
3. It is also foreseen to organize in cooperation with GCOS, a series of training seminars in the Regions to improve the generation and exchange of climatological data.  The first seminar of the series is scheduled to be held in Moscow from 2 to 4 November this year.
4. Another effort to enhance cooperation between CBS and GCOS and in particular, improvement of climate data availability, was the establishment of national focal points for GCOS and related climatological data monitoring issues.  Almost 70 per cent of Member countries have so far sent in their nominations.  These experts are now in direct contact with the appropriate CBS Lead Centre to facilitate the actions needed to improve network performance. 
5. Based on the approved list of stations in the RBCN (July 2004), all regions including the Antarctic comprise a total of 3107 stations.  Out of these 2600 stations are listed as CLIMAT stations and 507 as CLIMAT TEMP stations.  A relatively small number of stations have been deleted or added from the approved list of RBCN stations for all regions within the period July 2002 – July 2004.  The regional breakdown is as follows: 

	RBCN
	YEAR
	RA I
	RA II
	 RA III
	RA IV
	RA V
	RA VI
	ANTARCTIC
	GLOBAL

	CLIMAT
	2002
	616
	593
	344
	242
	188
	520
	72
	2575

	
	2004
	637
	593
	325
	298
	192
	526
	29
	2600



	CLIMAT TEMP
	2002
	19
	194
	49
	72
	74
	91
	12
	511

	
	2004
	28
	194
	49
	58
	77
	88
	13
	507


6. It should be noted that the establishment of an RBCN in all WMO Regions and in the Antarctic, which are now included in the WWW monitoring, did allow a more effective and consistent monitoring of the availability of climatological data.  The most recent WWW monitoring results based on approved lists of RBCN stations are presented in the Doc. 9.
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