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	Summary and Purpose of Document

This document provides information on the performance of the Global Observing System in RA III.  Information on the implementation of various componets of the the GOS in RA III are also provided.




ACTION PROPOSED

The ICT is invited to consider the information provided during its deliberations.
_____________

REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE SURFACE- BASED AND SPACE-BASED SUB SYSTEM OF THE GOS IN RA III

Introduction

The information included in this report corresponds to the status of the Surface- Based and Space-Based Sub System of the GOS in RA III.  The principal problem that the countries present is the decrease in the number of observations. The Región has continued to develop them in line with the Members technological and economic capabilities.

It is important to emphasize the development of some countries which have been deploying automatic weather stations, also in improving the network of telecommunications.  The regions’ National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) have an increasing number of meteorological observations made through data collection platforms (DCPs), but the level of dissemination and exchange is very low.  Attention should be paid to the diversity of equipment used in relation to the quality of the information produced by the DCPs, as well as, the need for standardization of operation and maintenance policies.

Regional Basic Synoptic Network (RBSN)

The RBSN is constituted by 435 stations, of which 40 % carries out 8 daily observations.  The availability of SYNOP  reports in average reaches 64 %, of which only 30 % of the reports corresponds to 06:00 UTC, percentage that reflects the decrease of the meteorological activities during the night hours.

Table N°1 shows the situation of the synoptic surface observation network ( RBSN) of  Region III.

	
	     N° of stations of the 
	 Stations with at least 8   
	Percentage

	
	             RBSR
	  daily   observations
	 

	Region
	2002
	2005
	2002
	2005
	2005

	III
	435
	435
	174
	170
	39%


Table N° 1

Regional Basic Climatological Network (RBCN)

The contribution of the RA III is 374 stations of which 325 emit CLIMAT and 49 reports CLIMAT TEMP.  There has been a significant increase of the availability of CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP messages, reaching 70 % and 65 % respectively in the region.

	Region III
	N° of messages
	Received messages
	Percentage

	
	2005
	In regional Centers
	

	CLIMAT
	325
	226
	70%

	CLIMAT TEMP
	49
	32
	65%


Table N° 2

Global Surface Network (GSN)

The number of GSN stations is 102 that corresponds to a 27 % of the number of stations of the RBCN.  Between the year 2002 and the report of  2005, the number of stations have reduced in about 10 %,this corresponds to 11 stations.  

	Region
	Surface Observation

	III
	Number of GSN stations
	Number of GSN stations

	
	2002
	2005

	Argentine
	34
	23

	Bolivie
	10
	10

	Brezil
	28
	29

	Chili
	10
	11

	Colombie
	5
	4

	Equateur
	5
	5

	Guyane
	-
	1

	Paraguay
	2
	2

	Perú
	5
	5

	Surinam
	1
	1

	Uruguay
	4
	4

	Venezuela
	9
	7

	Total
	113
	102


Table N° 3

Global Upper Air Network (GUAN)

58 stations continue with the upper level observation program, of which only 15 carry out 2 daily observations (00 and 12 UTC), this corresponds to 26 %, while 59 % only carry out 1 daily observation.

	
	                 N° of stations of the 
	       Observations 
	Realize 1 daily

	
	                              RBSR
	       00 and 12 UTC
	observation

	Region
	2002
	2005
	2002
	2005
	2005

	III
	58
	58
	15
	15
	34


Table N° 4

RA III silent stations (2005)

There are 43 silent stations as regards SYNOP reports and 15 as regards  TEMP Part A reports, while 35 stations issue SYNOP reports and six issue TEMP Part A reports without being included in Publication WMO-N°9, Volume A.

At present, in Region III, the following satellite platform are available:

SATELITAL GEOSTATIONARY PLATFORM

GOES – 12

GOES – 11

GOES – 10

GOES – 9

SATELITAL ORBITAL PLATFORM

METEORO – 3M N1

NOAA – 17

NOAA – 16

FY – 1C  

FY – 1D

The 13 country members have the capacity to receive information of orbiting and geostationary satellites.  Eight countries have receivers of high-resolution (HRPT) polar satellite.  Twelve members have the capacity of low resolution reception, whereas seven have the capacity of high resolution reception (HR).

METEOSAT imagery continues to be very important especially for Brazil and Guyana because most cyclones in the tropics move westwards from the Atlantic Ocean to South America.

AMDAR

The AMDAR information in the RA III is practically zero, due to the technical limitations as for the reception and unfolding of information.

Chile has carried out an initial project called “Project System AMDAR” for establishing the mechanisms and procedure to receive data.  However, the project is “standby” due to the lack of an adequate communication system in the local airlines
Recommendations

To improve this situation, the GCOS should have in consideration
1)
The maintenance of the weather stations in accordance of the WMO recommendations, which means an effort of the local governments;

2)
Training of personnel for sending and process of the meteorological information;

3)
and of financing the maintenance and acquiring equipment.  With these, the international interchange of information can be improved and maintained.

________________

