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UPDATE ON VOLUME A

(Submitted by the Secretariat)

	Summary and Purpose of Document

	This document provides an update on the revised WMO Publication No. 9, Volume A.




ACTION PROPOSED


The ICT is invited to take the contents of this report into consideration during its deliberations.

UPDATE ON VOLUME A

The revised Volume A application, based on the recommendations of the Rapporteur on Volume A, was developed during 2003 and 2004 as an Access-base application, to run on a WMO server and eventually to be accessiblle on-line to Members to enable updating, interogation and maintenance in an interactive environment.

In late 2004 it was becoming apparent the WMO was moving to support only Oracle-base applications.

As Volume A was being developed as an Access based database, it became necessary to migrate Volume A from Access to Oracle.  This investigation effectively put a stop on development of the revised Volume A during the first half of 2005.  

It became apparent after considerable investigation that conversion to Oracle was not possible, and that the entire application would have to be re-developed and re-written in Oracle. 

A consultant was hired in late 2005 to develop the revised Volume A as an Oracle application.  This proved to be considerably more difficult than originally envisioned.  The outcome of the consultants work was an Oracle version of the new Volume A as a design, but with no Oracle database tables.  Internal problems within the WMO Information Technology divison during this period conspired to further delay the development of the application.  The design phase eventually passed acceptance testing in May 2006.   

To finalised development of the new Volume A it will be necessary to hire an Oracle consultant to develop the required database tables, the so-called database phase.  This will require the conversion of the data (from Excel and Access) to Oracle, migrate the data to the new application and finalize the application.  

A contract for this database phase is currently being written, and it is hoped that a consultant will be hired shortly and that the final phase will be completed before the end of the year. In-house testing will then take place before with new Volume A is made available to WMO Members.  
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