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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION


1.1. Opening of the meeting


The fourth session of the Implementation/Coordination Team on Integrated Observing Systems (ICT/IOS) will open at 10.00 hours on Monday, 11 September 2006 at the WMO Secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland.

1.2. Adoption of the agenda


The provisional agenda, as contained in CBS/OPAG-IOS/ICT/IOS-4 Doc.1.2(1), will be submitted for adoption.  The order of the items may be modified and additional items may be introduced if necessary.

1.3. Working arrangements


The work of the meeting will be conducted in one committee, however subgroups may be established as required to consider specific problems.  The session and documentation will be in English only. The pre-meeting documents are to posted on the WMO Server at http://www.wmo.ch/web/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html.  The session will decide on other arrangements, such as its working hours.

2. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


The chair of the OPAG IOS will summarize the activities of the OPAG since September 2004.

3. 
REVIEW OF THE STATUS OF THE SURFACE BASED COMPONENT OF THE GOS

The meeting will be informed on the latest monitoring results of RBSN performance.  A review on recent trends in the implementation of RBSNs will be provided.  The meeting may wish to consider possible changes in RBSN’s composition criteria and provide their advice on possible solutions for newly identified requirements.

4.
REVIEW OF THE STATUS OF THE SPACE-BASED COMPONENT OF THE GOS


The meeting will be informed of the status of the Space-based component of the GOS, and of any issues that need to be resolved.

5.
STATUS OF SURFACE-BASED AND SPACE-BASED SUB SYSTEM OF THE GOS IN WMO REGIONS 

The nominated rapporteurs/coordinators on the GOS aspects of each WMO Regional Association will report on the GOS performance in their respective regions.  The meeting will be invited to consider this information and make proposals to improve the availability of data in the regions to meet requirements of WMO programmes.

6. REVIEW OF OTHER IN-SITU SYSTEMS (MARINE, AIRCRAFT, etc.) AND IMPACT OF NEW INSTRUMENTATION AND OBSERVING SYSTEM STUDIES ON THE GOS


Along with the report on overall operations of traditional in-situ observational systems, the meeting will be informed on aircraft and marine observing systems performance.  OPAG-IOS rapporteur on AMDAR activities will present a report on the status of integration of AMDAR in the GOS.  The meeting also will consider the results of a survey on the impact of new instrumentation on the GOS carried out by OPAG-IOS rapporteurs on impact of new instrumentation on the GOS and make appropriate recommendations. In addition the meeting will review recent activity with OSEs/OSSEs.

7.
REPORTS OF THE OPAG-IOS EXPERT TEAMS

The Chairmen of the CBS/IOS Expert Team on Satellite Systems (ET-SAT), CBS/IOS Expert Team on Satellite Systems Utilization and Products (ET-SUP), CBS/IOS Expert Team on Requirements of Data from AWS (ET-AWS) and CBS/IOS Expert Team on Evolution of the GOS (ET-EGOS) will report on progress attained by that ETs and introduce appropriate proposals and recommendations developed by their respective teams.  The meeting will be also invited to consider specific proposals developed by these ETs during their recent meetings and make appropriate recommendations to CBS-Ext.(06).  The meeting will also be invited to consider proposals developed by the ETs and make appropriate recommendations to the upcoming CBS session regarding their work plans for 2007-2009, and changes (if any) to their TORs.

8.
CLIMATOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS AND GCOS

The meeting will be invited to consider the results of the WWW monitoring activities regarding availability of CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP messages.  A review of implementation of Regional Basic Climatological Networks (RBCNs) will be provided.  The meeting also will be invited to consider the report of OPAG-IOS rapporteur on GCOS matters on coordination activities between OPAG-IOS and GCOS to improve availability of climatological data.

9.
UPDATES OF THE GOS- RELATED REGULATORY MATERIAL

The meeting will be invited to consider proposals developed by the Rapporteur on Regulatory Material, and in particular review the progress achieved in revision of Volume A (WMO-No. 9), Manual on the GOS, Guide on the GOS and make appropriate recommendations to CBS-Ext.(06)

10.
FUTURE COMPOSITE GOS AND ITS IMPACT ON DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

On the basis of recommendations developed under the relevant agenda items, the meeting will be invited to formulate a consolidated input on the impact of redesign process on developing countries for CBS-Ext.(06)..

11.
IOS INPUT TO THE GEOSS WORK PLAN



The session will review the status of the GEO 2006 Work Plan tasks which are relevant to the work of ICT-IOS. The session will also review the draft 2007-2009 Work Plan with a view to providing comments on or proposing additional tasks for the plan.

12.
PREPARATION OF CBS-Ext.(06) INCLUDING OPAG-IOS INPUT


The session will be briefed on the on-going preparations of CBS-Ext.(06). Taking into account major results of OPAG IOS activities, the meeting will be invited to summarize its deliberations on specific issues and prepare the first draft of the text to be included in the General Summary of CBS-Ext.(06).

13.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Any items of business requiring attention of the ICT-IOS, but not covered above, will be considered.

14.
CLOSURE OF THE MEETING


The session is tentatively scheduled to close at 16h00 on Friday, 15 September 2006.

______________

