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OF THE GOS in the regions
Status of the GOS in Region V
(Submitted by Mr Sunarjo, RA V Rapporteur)

	Summary and purpose of document

This document provides information on the status of the surface-based
sub-system of the GOS in Region V.




ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document for discussion under the appropriate agenda items.

_____________
STATUS OF THE GOS IN REGION V
1.
The availability of SYNOP, TEMP, CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP are summarized from data monitoring conducted in April 2007, July 2007, October 2007 and January 2008.  The availability of SYNOP from the Regional Basic Synoptic Network (RBSN) is 72% in 2008, which is similar to the availability in 2007.  The availability of TEMP reports increased from 59% in 2007 to 63% in 2008. 

2.
The availability of CLIMAT reports from the Regional Basic Climatological Network (RBCN) decreased to 68% in 2007 when compared to 2006, whilst the availability of CLIMAT TEMP reports increased slightly from 86% in 2006 to 87% in 2007.  It appears that the availability of CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP data has a decreasing tendency since 2006.

3.
However, if we look into the detail in every country from its monitoring results, there are some differences when compared to the regional averages.  Some countries have a stable result, some have a tendency to increase and some have a tendency to decrease.  Others have a tendency that is not so clear, neither an increase nor decrease in the availability of reports.  It is notable that there is a large discrepancy between countries, some have a 100 per cent result and some countries are silent with no reports.
4.
In Region V there is potential for future expansion of the AMDAR programme on some flight routes, especially in New Caledonia and French Polynesia.  Access to and easy display of AMDAR data, especially in the smaller NMHSs, are critical elements to demonstrate the value of AMDAR data for operational use.

5.
Of growing importance is the role and responsibility of the World Weather Watch and NMHSs to support Early Warning Systems (EWS), and, in particular, Tsunami Warning Systems (TWS) in the Pacific and Indian Ocean, and, more generally, to the WMO Disaster Risk Reduction Programme.  Observations are an important part of Early Warning Systems and there are opportunities for improving both the observing systems themselves, and the communications systems for the distribution of information.  It is important to note that in many countries the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services also act as National Tsunami Warning Centres.

Achievements, Issues and Recommendations

Achievements:
· Maintenance of the number of reports from RBSN surface and upper air observations and increase in CLIMAT TEMP reporting;
· Continued provision of CLIMAT data, although with some decrease;
· Continued good performance of the GSN and GUAN;
· The major contribution from meteorological satellite agencies in USA, Japan, China, Europe, Russia and India to the GOS in the region;
· Developing use of satellite data in NMHS operations, including data from research satellites;
· Maintenance of the number of ship reports and the increase in the number of buoy reports;
· Continued development of the AMDAR programme and plans for extension to new routes; and
· The number of weather radars and AWS are increasing.
Issues:
· Communications problems affecting the transmission of observations in some isolated areas;
· Need for low cost lightning detection for countries that do not have weather radar;
· Further work is required in translating the concepts for the evolution of the GOS into specific actions in the region;
· Means of developing regional involvement in THORPEX and GEOSS;
· Ensuring GOS supports Early Warning Systems (EWS), and, in particular, Tsunami Warning Systems (TWS) in the Pacific and Indian Ocean, and, more generally, the WMO Disaster Risk Reduction Programme;
· Successful migration to Table Driven Code Forms (TDCF) to obtain benefits while ensuring that there are no negative impacts;
· Ensuring that the plans for the evolution of the GOS are fully incorporated into the development of the RA V Strategic Plan; and
· Need to mobilize resources for enhancement of the GOS in the region.

Recommendations:
· Continuation of efforts to mobilize resources to maintain the surface-based networks in the region;
· Identify more specifically the actions required by Members for the evolution of the GOS and commence monitoring of the implementation of the plan; and
· Continued assistance from the AMDAR Panel and Technical Coordinator to develop a regional AMDAR development plan.
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