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UPDATES OF GOS-RELATED REGULATORY MATERIAL

Manual on the GOS, Volume II – Regional Aspects
(Submitted by the WMO Secretariat)
	Summary and purpose of document
The document contains status and proposals for update of the WMO Publication No. 544, Manual on the GOS, Volume II – Regional Aspects.



ACTION PROPOSED

The session is invited to consider the information contained in this document and decide upon the proposed recommendations to improve the content of WMO Publication No. 544.
____________

MANUAL ON THE GOS, VOLUME II – REGIONAL ASPECTS
1. Following the most recent review and amendments to the Manual on the GOS
(WMO No. 544) Volume I – Global Aspects (Supplement No. 3, November 2007), the subsequent sessions of Regional Associations I, V and VI approved the recommendations of its respective Working Groups on Planning and Implementation of the WWW (WG-PIW) to make appropriate changes in their respective regional sections of the Manual on the GOS, Volume II – Regional Aspects.  See http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/OSY/Manuals_GOS.html for the most recent versions of Volume I and II of the Manual on the GOS.
2. The RA II WG-PIW has also completed its work on the updates and the proposed changes will be submitted for approval during the upcoming Fourteenth session of RA II in December 2008.  It is also expected that the WG-PIW of RA III and RA IV would propose amendments to their respective Regional Associations sessions in September 2010 and April 2009, respectively.
3. It is recognized that there are differences in certain elements among the Regions where a certain level of consistency would be needed.  For instance, better harmonization of criteria for inclusion of stations in the RBSN/RBCN, classification of stations, procedures for updating and amending the RBSN/RBCN and basic definitions. 
4. While fully acknowledging the need for Regional differences, the ICT-IOS may wish to request the Rapporteur on Regulatory Material to coordinate with all the Regional Rapporteurs/Coordinators in further harmonization of Regional differences, as indicated in paragraph 3 above.
5. It should be noted that Rapporteurs on Regional Aspects of the GOS are instrumental in development of the Regional Practices for approval by RAs and inclusion in the Manual on the GOS. They should also review and advise on the design and implementation of RBSN/RBCN, keep abreast of matters related to the development and introduction of new observing systems in their respective Regions and provide links to CBS ETs as well as to ICT-IOS.  With the implementation of WIGOS, the task of these individuals would become even more difficult.  The ICT-IOS may wish to encourage (through CBS-XIV) Regional Associations to establish Sub-groups on the GOS similar to the practice of RA-VI.
6. As regards design and optimization of RBSNs/RBCNs, the Rapporteurs do not have any tools for this purpose and, therefore, the design of RBSN/RBCN networks is very subjective.  The ICT-IOS may wish to consider development of such a tool that would allow Rapporteurs to design and/or optimize regional networks and at the same time allow for harmonizing the criteria for inclusion of stations in the regional networks and classification of stations. 
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