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	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

The document provides the information concerning WMO decisions in the field of GOS regulatory material and activity on updating GOS Manual and Guide.




	ACTION PROPOSED
The session is invited to define a measure on updating GOS regulatory material in view of WIGOS evolution and implementation.




REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR ON REGULATORY MATERIAL

1. The Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) at its extraordinary session (CBS-Ext. (2010), Namibia, 2010) agreed on number of priority areas in the field of the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS) among which are:
· Development of WIGOS Standards, and

· Review, update and harmonize the WMO regulatory material that must document the structure and requirements of WIGOS (para.4.2.44 of Abridged Report of the session).
2. Congress – XVI (Geneva, 2011) adopted the resolution – Global observing system in which underlined that GOS will become one of the core components of WIGOS to be implemented in 2012-2015, and that evolution of the GOS will be closely linked with the evolution of WIGOS.

3. The first problem connected with development of WIGOS which required updating WMO regulatory materials was a preparation of GRUAN Manual. For GRUAN to become fully operational, its operational practices will have to be accommodated in the WMO Manual and Guide of GOS. Therefore CBS-Ext. (2010) agreed that an expert meeting should be organized to finalize these practices with a view of submitting them to CBS-XV for consideration. It was agreed that GCOS Secretariat will be in charge of coordinating these activities. CBS Management Group (Geneva, July 2011) agreed on list of experts to be involved in the expert meeting, including OPAG-IOS Rapporteur on Regulatory Material.
4. The expert meeting was held in Geneva 25-27 January 2012. It reviewed draft text of GRUAN Manual, agreed on some changes and recommended to separate the text in two documents: (a) GRUAN Manual, based on the existing Executive Summary, and (b) GRUAN Guide, based upon the main text of the existing draft GRUAN Manual. It was also agreed that existing WMO Manual on GOS and Guide on GOS will require the addition of GRUAN information. These two GOS regulatory document will also be used as basis for the preparation of corresponding WIGOS regulatory documents. The corresponding amendments should be introduced after the final approval of the GRUAN Manual and GRUAN Guide by CBS and EC.
