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Task 1: WIGOS Regulatory Material
(Submitted by Russell Stringer)

	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides some initial suggestions on the content of Task 1 for IPET-WIFI, to be discussed and refined at the meeting.


Action proposed

That IPET-WIFI discuss and refine the content of its Task 1, in light of the initial suggestions in this paper. 

____________
References:

1. Final report of the second meeting of ICG-WIGOS: 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WIGOS-WIS/reports/ICG-WIGOS-2_Final-Report_Geneva_2013.doc 

2. Final report of the first meeting of TT-WRM:

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WIGOS-WIS/reports/TT-WRM-1_Final_Report_Geneva_2012.pdf 

3. Guidelines on the preparation and promulgation of WMO technical regulations

https://docs.google.com/a/wmo.int/file/d/0B8DhC1GSWSmxZGJIT1o0UzNrUE0/edit?usp=drivesdk 
TASK 1: WIGOS REGULATORY MATERIAL
WIGOS component observing systems

WIGOS primarily comprises four component observing systems. However, as illustrated schematically in Figure 1, these components each include surface- and space-based elements, and provide the WMO contributions to cosponsored systems (GCOS, GOOS, GTOS) as well as to the GFCS and GEOSS.
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Figure 1: schematic representation of the component observing systems that together make up WIGOS, the WMO Integrated Global Observing System.
WIGOS Regulatory Material, in common for all components and specific to each component

As a general concept, WMO technical regulatory material follows a three-level hierarchy (see ATTACHMENT 1). Previously, the TT-WRM aimed to condense WIGOS regulatory material into two levels, having all the regulatory "shalls" and "shoulds" in the top level (Volume I of the Technical Regulations) then other guidance material in one or more Guides (including a WIGOS Guide). However, following consideration at the ICG-WIGOS-2 meeting, the three levels will now be used for WIGOS regulatory material (including the preparation of a WIGOS Manual and WIGOS Guide).
The structure of the WIGOS regulatory material aims as far as possible to describe provisions common to all component systems before then describing the provisions applicable solely to each component system. The section headings used in the draft WIGOS regulatory material are shown in ATTACHMENT 2.
Technical experts for each of the four component observing systems develop and define the provisions (practices and guidance information) that constitute the regulatory material. 
The GOS component has the most diverse and complex communities of technical experts, including:

· all the sub-groups within the CBS OPAG-IOS (IPET-WIFI, IPET-OSDE, ET-SBO, ET-SAT, ET-SUP, ET-ABO, SG-RFC plus R-SEIS and R-MAR);
· CIMO technical experts;

· JCOMM technical experts related to observations;

· CCl technical experts related to observations; 
· CAgM technical experts related to observations; 
· CAeM technical experts related to observations.

The contribution of IPET-WIFI to WIGOS Regulatory Material

TT-WRM will benefit from the contribution of CBS and CIMO, via IPET-WIFI, to both the GOS related material and also to the provisions common to all component systems (consistent with the leadership role of CBS and CIMO in the implementation of WIGOS).
In providing this contribution, IPET-WIFI could play a valuable role in coordinating and consolidating input from the technical experts across the many relevant CBS and CIMO groups (the other Technical Commissions relevant to WWW/GOS noted above are represented in TT-WRM, however it would also be useful for IPET-WIFI to consult with them).
Noting the IPET-WIFI plan to tackle its work in a series of tasks, the contribution of regulatory material will be the role of Task 1 however there will need to be close collaboration with the other tasks which can be expected to generate some regulatory and guidance material, particularly tasks 4, 5, 6 and 8 but also possibly tasks 2 and 9.

More specifically, IPET-WIFI can assist TT-WRM by:
· assisting or reviewing the transcription of material from the Manual on the GOS into the WIGOS regulatory material, particularly for sections 2, 3 and 7;

· Planning the structure and content of the WIGOS Guide and transcribing material from the Guide to the GOS;

· Planning the transition and eventual phase out of the Manual and Guide to the GOS; and

· Review and update of the technical regulations related to GOS and those applicable to all component systems, as they are transcribed into WIGOS material and through subsequent ongoing processes.
_________

ATTACHMENT 1
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Three level hierarchy of WMO technical regulatory material.

ATTACHMENT 2
Draft structure for the WIGOS technical regulations:

1 Introduction

2 Common attributes of component systems

3 Common attributes specific to the surface-based sub-system of WIGOS

4 Common attributes specific to the space-based sub-system of WIGOS

5 Observing component of the Global Atmosphere Watch (GAW)

6 Observing component of the Global Cryosphere Watch (GCW)

7 Global Observing System (GOS) of WWW

8 WMO Hydrological Observing System

Note: a series of sub-headings have also been drafted but these are subject to change as drafting proceeds.
