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UPDATE ON PROGRESS AGAINST ASSIGNED TASKS AND FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS:

REGULATORY MATERIAL
(Submitted by Russell Stringer, SG-RM Chair)
	Summary and purpose of document
This document is to update IPET-WIFI on progress against assigned tasks and future considerations for the Sub-Group on Regulatory Material (SG-RM). 


Action proposed

It is proposed that IPET-WIFI:

· Note the progress achieved against assigned tasks;
· achieve further progress through the work of this meeting, particularly by the SG-RM;
____________
References:

1. Final report of first meeting: Inter-Programme Expert Team on WIGOS Framework Implementation - First Meeting, Geneva, 10-14 June 2013,
2. Final report of second meeting: Inter-Programme Expert Team on WIGOS Framework Implementation - Second Session, Geneva, 17-21 March 2014,
3. Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) extraordinary session (8–12 September 2014; Asunción, Paraguay), Abridged final report with resolutions and recommendations,
4. World Meteorological Congress 17th session (25 May–12 June 2015; Geneva, Switzerland), Abridged final report with resolutions.
UPDATE ON PROGRESS AGAINST ASSIGNED TASKS AND FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS FOR WIGOS METADATA
1. Introduction
The Sub-Group on Regulatory Management (SG-RM) was established at the first meeting of IPET-WIFI in June 2013. The current Terms of Reference and membership are included in agenda document 3.1 for this meeting.

The ToRs highlight the extensive collaboration needed with the EC's Inter-commission Coordination Group on WIGOS (ICG-WIGOS) and in particular its Task Team on WIGOS Regulatory Material (TT-WRM).

2. Progress
The "status" and "comments" have been updated in this extract from the Work Plan to describe progress achieved:
	No.
	Task
	Deliverable/Activity
	Due
	Respon-sible
	Impacted ETs
	Status
	Comment

	1.
	Contribute to the development and maintenance of WIGOS regulatory material, both GOS-related material and provisions common to all component systems.


	1) input to TT-WRM, to assist and review the inclusion of material from GOS Manual and TRs into the WIGOS Manual and TRs (particularly for sections 2, 3 and 7)
2) proposals for updated or new regulatory material to the TRs, WIGOS Manual and/or GOS Manual (as appropriate)
3.1) clear plans (with TT-WRM) for the transition and eventual phasing out of the GOS Manual
3.2) lay foundation for completion of transition, after CBS-XVI (2016),  from GOS Manual to WIGOS Manual

4) Collaboration with TT-WRM on development of the WIGOS Guide
	1) Oct 2013

2) 2016 (for next edition WIGOS Manual) & ongoing

3.1) Jun 2015

3.2) 2016

4) 2016


	Stringer

SG-RM Members
	TT-WRM

ICT-IOS, all teams and rapporteurs
	100%

40%

60%

50%

30%


	Interactions and feedback provided for TT-WRM on first drafts, and further revisions up to endorsement by CBS and approval by Cg.

Some WIGOS and GOS updates obtained from across CBS. Need further work on GOS Manual.

Cg & CBS noted synchronized changes leading to phasing out, but more timeline planning needed.

Cg has approved the first synchronized Manuals on GOS and WIGOS. More steps needed on GOS Manual changes.
Cg requested initial edition by July 2016. Some work underway.


Note: CBS-16 possibly as early as Apr 2016, but hopefully Dec 2016
3. Activities
Some specific activities of SG-RM or directly relevant to it include the following:
WMO Congress recently approved the new WIGOS Technical Regulations, the new WIGOS Manual and the significantly modified Manual on the GOS, all to come into effect from 1 July 2016 (by when an initial Guide to WIGOS is to be available to Member countries). Congress noted that further revisions of the Manual on the GOS will be synchronised with revisions of the WIGOS Manual, leading to the eventual phasing out of the Manual on the GOS. Congress also confirmed a level of flexibility to make such revisions in the coming four-year period before Congress meets again – by giving Executive Council authority to approve amendments to WIGOS technical regulations and Manual, and extending the application of CBS “fast track” procedures to include the Manual on the GOS. See the decisions related to WIGOS in references 3 and 4.

Activities leading up to Cg-17 included:

In July 2013, following IPET-WIFI-1, communication was initiated with other OPAG-IOS expert teams and rapporteurs and a presentation was made at ET-SBO-1 in order to invite and encourage contributions to the development of GOS and WIGOS regulatory material.

There has been ongoing collaboration between SG-RM and TT-WRM, greatly facilitated by having the same person in the role as Chair of the two groups. This underpinned the synchronisation of content as the new WIGOS Manual was developed and the Manual on the GOS was heavily revised.
Drafting of substantial revisions to the Manual on the GOS were completed during and after IPET-WIFI-2 in March 2015, leading to a proposal to ICT-IOS-8 in April 2014 for the 2015 edition of the Manual on the GOS.
Translation into the WMO official languages was completed in time to present the proposed new edition of the Manual on the GOS to the CBS extraordinary session in September 2014. Translation of the proposed new WIGOS Technical Regulations and WIGOS Manual was also completed in time to present them to CBS. CBS endorsed those documents and recommended them to Congress-17 in May 2015, where they were approved.
It should be noted that the Manual on the GOS is to be incorporated into the WIGOS Manual in achievable steps. During this transition period the GOS is regulated by both Manuals. Also, new CIMO regulations are being developed in the WIGOS Manual, hence a new CIMO Manual will not be separately developed.
The most significant changes to the Manual on the GOS include:
· An updated introduction which explains the transition to the WIGOS Manual

· Removal (move to the WIGOS Manual) of:

· most of Part II (Requirements for observations),
· GAW provisions in Part III (Surface-based subsystem),
· All of Part IV (Space-based subsystem),
· All of Part V (quality control), and
· A large component of the Definitions.
· Added new provisions for GRUAN, elaboration on assignment of station index numbers, a target of higher frequency surface synoptic observations, and strengthened references to metadata.
4. Future Work
Next steps to be tackled at and following this meeting include:

Need to:

· document the timeline and the approval, review and translation steps leading up to CBS sessions expected in 2016 and 2018, then Congress in 2019, and

· identify the changes planned for the Manual on the GOS in synchronisation with changes to the WIGOS Technical Regulations and the WIGOS Manual.

More specifically:

1. Adopt new material for inclusion, either to GOS or WIGOS Manual:
a. ET-SBO: several aspects - AWS, remote sensing systems (radars, profilers), and possibly more.
b. ET-ABO: documents re AMDAR.
c. Other material.
2. Develop new description of surface-based subsystem overall, including the RBON (Regional Basic Observations Network)
a. Currently described as a list of elements - different types of stations, contributing to essentially independent types of networks
· each with its own purpose, definition and description, 
· hence its own type of data to collect & what locations for that purpose, 
· & hence also frequency and timing of observations for that purpose.
b. WIGOS seeks a more integrated approach, such that all stations take a broad view and aim to meet as many requirements as possible of as many WMO application areas as possible.
c. That will be a challenging task, noting that Part III will need to be reformulated in total.
3. Transfer "Equipment and methods of observations" material (Part III section 3) to Manual on WIGOS
4. Decide what to do with "Requirements in special circumstances" (EER, volcanic activity, …. others?)
5. Move more content to the Manual on WIGOS:
a. Possible steps after 2015 edition: 2017 update (EC), 2016 &/or 2018 update? (EC)
b. Complete replacement ready for Congress 2019?
6. Review of Manual on the GOS, Volume II regional aspects (likely to phase them out too, similar to other WWW manuals?)

7. And more …. 
____________________________________________
