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	SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT
This document provides a brief report from the Chair of IPET-WIFI SG-RM describing the progress made against tasks since IPET-WIFI-3, and the expectations for the current session.


ACTION PROPOSED

The Meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document as it undertakes the work of this session and develops supplementary material for the report and recommendations to the ICT-IOS-9 meeting of 18-21 April.
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Appendix: A. Future Work on GOS regulatory material
REPORT OF THE CHAIR
1. Work of this session of SG-RM

1.1 This short meeting of SG-RM has a specific focus on completion of the draft regulatory material that is listed to be tackled under the six components of agenda item 5. We have been progressively reviewing most of this material in our webex connections over the past couple of months.
1.2 Immediately following this meeting will be a meeting of the CBS Implementation Coordination Team for Integrated Observing Systems (ICT-IOS) in Geneva 18-21 April. SG-RM has already prepared a report to that meeting as a component of the IPET-WIFI report (see Doc. 6.2 for that meeting). The report indicates that some GOS regulatory material will be presented to ICT-IOS by the Chair of IPET-WIFI, deriving from the recommendations of this SG-RM meeting. The report also requests ICT-IOS to agree to accept for review further GOS regulatory material over the next few weeks, if we find that we need more time to finalise some of the material.

2. Background
2.1 Recall that the work of SG-RM up to September 2015 was reviewed at IPET-WIFI-3 (Exeter, UK, 1-4 September 2015). The significant achievements in completing the 2015 edition of the Manual on the GOS in association with the new WIGOS Manual were noted, together with the successful presentation to and approval by CBS in 2014 then Congress in 2015. I provided some thoughts on the future work needed on GOS regulatory material (reproduced here in APPENDIX A). After review, we agreed on the work plan for SG-RM in the near term that is provided in Doc. 3(2) for this meeting.
2.2 At IPET-WIFI-3 we discussed the relationship between our sub-groups and the teams under ICG-WIGOS which tackle similar areas of work. The Chair of IPET-WIFI subsequently raised this topic with ICG-WIGOS-5 (25-28 January 2016) and CBS-MG-16 (15-19 February 2016), both of which supported the concept of consolidating the work in one area under ICG-WIGOS and not continuing with IPET-WIFI and its Sub-Groups after the next session of CBS (in late 2016).

2.3 Accordingly, our team SG-RM is unlikely to continue beyond this year. ICG-WIGOS decided that a WIGOS Editorial Board would be a suitable means to oversight the ongoing preparation and review of WIGOS regulatory material (this includes material in the Manual on the GOS which is destined to be moved entirely into the WIGOS Manual).

2.4 Our approach in SG-RM will now be to complete the regulatory material already in preparation and under review and to document the further work needed, including work needed to complete the move of the Manual on the GOS completely into the WIGOS Manual.

APPENDIX A:   Future Work on GOS regulatory material

In the report of the Chair of SG-RM to the meeting IPET-WIFI-3 (1-4 September 2015), the following thoughts were provided on the future work needed in relation to GOS regulatory material:
Need to:

· document the timeline and the approval, review and translation steps leading up to CBS sessions expected in 2016 and 2018, then Congress in 2019, and

· identify the changes planned for the Manual on the GOS in synchronisation with changes to the WIGOS Technical Regulations and the WIGOS Manual.

More specifically:

1. Adopt new material for inclusion, either to GOS or WIGOS Manual:

a. ET-SBO: several aspects - AWS, remote sensing systems (radars, profilers), and possibly more.

b. ET-ABO: documents re AMDAR.

c. Other material.

2. Develop new description of surface-based subsystem overall, including the RBON (Regional Basic Observations Network)

a. Currently described as a list of elements - different types of stations, contributing to essentially independent types of networks

· each with its own purpose, definition and description, 

· hence its own type of data to collect & what locations for that purpose, 

· & hence also frequency and timing of observations for that purpose.

b. WIGOS seeks a more integrated approach, such that all stations take a broad view and aim to meet as many requirements as possible of as many WMO application areas as possible.

c. That will be a challenging task, noting that Part III will need to be reformulated in total.

3. Transfer "Equipment and methods of observations" material (Part III section 3) to Manual on WIGOS

4. Decide what to do with "Requirements in special circumstances" (EER, volcanic activity, …. others?)

5. Move more content to the Manual on WIGOS:

a. Possible steps after 2015 edition: 2017 update (EC), 2016 &/or 2018 update? (EC)

b. Complete replacement ready for Congress 2019?

6. Review of Manual on the GOS, Volume II regional aspects (likely to phase them out too, similar to other WWW manuals?)

7. And more …. 
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