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CCUURRRREENNTT  SSTTAATTUUSS  AANNDD  NNEEEEDDSS  FFOORR  SSTTRRAATTEEGGIICC  AACCTTIIOONNSS
TTOO  IIMMPPRROOVVEE  OOBBSSEERRVVIINNGG  NNEETTWWOORRKKSS  IINN  AAFFRRIICCAA  IINN  TTHHEE

FFRRAAMMEEWWOORRKK  OOFF  TTHHEE  RREEDDEESSIIGGNN  OOFF  TTHHEE  GGOOSS

((SSuubbmmiitttteedd  bbyy  MMrr  MMaahhaammaann  SSAALLOOUUMM,,  sseerrvviiccee  mmééttééoorroollooggiiqquuee  dduu  NNiiggeerr
RRaappppoorrtteeuurr  ffoorr  tthhee  RReeggiioonnaall  AAssppeeccttss  ooff  GGOOSS  iinn  RRAA--II

CCoo--CChhaaiirrmmaann  ooff  OOPPAAGG//IIOOSS  ooff  CCBBSS))

Summary and Purpose of Document

This document contains some aspects of the issues regarding the GOS in Africa. The
meeting is invited to take note of the current status and the ways to improve the
implementation of the redesign of the GCOS in Africa through strategic actions to
improve the regional observing networks (RBSN, RBCN, GCOS networks, Systematic
Observation for Climatic Changes).

ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to take into consideration the information contained in
this document when discussing regional aspects of redesign of the GOS.
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CCUURRRREENNTT  SSTTAATTUUSS  AANNDD  NNEEEEDDSS  FFOORR  SSTTRRAATTEEGGIICC  AACCTTIIOONNSS
TTOO  IIMMPPRROOVVEE  OOBBSSEERRVVIINNGG  NNEETTWWOORRKKSS  IINN  AAFFRRIICCAA  IINN  TTHHEE

FFRRAAMMEEWWOORRKK  OOFF  TTHHEE  RREEDDEESSIIGGNN  OOFF  TTHHEE  GGOOSS

IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN

The role of Africa in the global climate system is shown through the meridional exchanges carried
within the African branch of the Hadley cell. The weather and climate manifestation of this branch have
particularities at the sub-regional levels (West Africa, North Africa, East Africa and Southern Africa) in
relation to the geographical features. Studies at the sub-regional levels show a significant linkage
between sub-regional climate variability and the global ocean-atmosphere system.

Climate variability over Africa is strongly dependent on the space-time characteristics of the
following weather/climate systems, which are the main component of the African Hadley cell:

The position and intensity of the Inter-tropical Convergence zone (ITCZ); the monsoon wind
systems; the sub-tropical high pressure systems; the jet (African Easterly Jet, Tropical Easterly Jet and
the sub-tropical jet) systems; the easterly and westerly wave systems.

In Africa the effects of climate variability are analysed by diagnosing the behaviour of the above
weather/climate systems over the continent. The causes of African climate variability are controlled by
the atmospheric processes induced as a result of the interactions taking place between the adjacent
oceans and the atmosphere.

Rainfall variability over Africa is closely related to the temporal and spatial variation of the
intensity of the convective activities, which are controlled by interactions between atmospheric
circulations inherent to the weather/climate systems listed above. Other important controls are exerted
on the climate system by the nature and characteristics of the ocean-atmosphere system. This variability
is indicated through the intensity of induced signals, which affect the structural nature of a
weather/climate system.

Studies of climate variability and climate dynamics as well as the monitoring of climate change in
order to mitigate its negative impacts require a wide range of high quality data which should be collected
and exchanged world-wide via appropriate mechanisms.

TTHHEE  GGLLOOBBAALL  OOBBSSEERRVVIINNGG  SSYYSSTTEEMM  ((GGOOSS))

The global observing system (GOS) is one of the three essential components of the World
Weather Watch (WWW) programmes. It consists of facilities and arrangements for making
measurements and observations at stations on land, at sea and from aircraft, meteorological satellites
and other platforms.

TTHHEE  RREEGGIIOONNAALL  AASSPPEECCTTSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  GGOOSS  IINN  AAFFRRIICCAA

The synoptic/climatological variables used for real time operation in NWPs and in GCMs are
contained in the exchanged messages issued from the land stations comprising the Regional Basic
Synoptic Network (RBSN), and from stations operated in the other networks (agromet, radiation,
climatology). With regard to the variables measured over the sea and from aircraft, the messages are
produced mainly by in-situ observing systems generally managed by international panels. Its is the same
for variables produced by satellites which are managed by other satellite specialised panels. These last
observing systems (in-situ and satellite) give regional and global coverage of observational data over
oceans.



CBS/OPAG-IOS (ODRRGOS-4)/ Doc. 10, Appendix, p.2

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNAALL  SSTTAATTUUSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  RRBBSSNN (National component of the RBSN)

The results of a monitoring of CLIMAT reception, from all CLIMAT stations, at at least one GSN
Monitoring Centre (GSNMC) from January to June 2001 are shown below.

Figure 1:  Percentage of CLIMAT reports from all CLIMAT stations in Africa received at at least one
GSNMC from January to June 2001
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TTaabbllee  11:: Availability SYNOP reports from African stations at ACMAD in July 2001.

Percentage providing at
least 90% of reports

Percentage providing
from 50-89% of reports

Percentage providing
from 1-49% of reports

Silent
stations

12.2 24.3 29.9 38.5

It is seen that the reception rate of SYNOP and CLIMAT reports from African stations is very poor
since only very few stations carry out a complete programme, while the reception of reports from the bulk
of the station is unsatisfactory or completely absent (about 70% of the total number of stations).

It should be noted however, that the overall implementation of the surface stations in the RBSN
has shown an increasing positive stability; for instance, the percentage of synoptic stations with a fairly
complete programme is 32% (1999), 17% (1998), 18% (1997), 13% (1996) and 17% (1997). Also the
1999 global monitoring indicated that 56% of surface stations produced observations at the main
synoptic hours (00,06, 12 and 18). While slightly surpassing the 1998 level, the overall results showed
that all of the national components of the RBSN except in the countries of civil war or social unrest are
implemented. However, the results showed that almost one quarter of expected reports are still missing
in the international exchange. The main reasons for this data loss continued to be either the absence of
observation (due to lack of qualified personnel and consumables) or telecommunication problems.

In view of the poor performance of the African Observing System, and in order to improve the
availability of climatological data, the first session of the Open Area Group on Integrated Systems of the
Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) held in Geneva from 11-15 September 2000 recommended
several actions related to CBS area of responsibility. In addition, it reviewed the definition of the CLIMAT
and CLIMAT TEMP networks and concluded that although the basic idea to have the CLIMAT networks
identical to the RBSNs may have been defendable, practice showed that it did not work. More than 25%
of the CLIMAT reporting stations are non-RBSN stations. Furthermore, more than 20% of the stations
selected for the GSN were not RBSN and therefore cannot meet the requirements (consequently they
are not monitored during the Annual Global Monitoring exercise).

The meeting felt that it seemed better to define the network of CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP
reporting stations separately and call such a network a Regional Basic Climatological Network (RBCN).
It also noted that the list of stations for RBCN could be prepared by the Rapporteur on Regional Aspects
of GOS. The list should include GSN and GUAN stations within the Region and be supplemented by
other CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP reporting stations needed for the description of regional climate
features and selected through the same criteria that were used for the selection of GSN stations. Non-
RBSN stations which are reporting CLIMAT messages should be taken into consideration, preferably the
stations with a records as well as Reference Climatological Stations if possible.

The meeting strongly supported the concept of separate RBCNs and recommended that CBS
invite other Regional Associations to consider establishing Regional Basic Climatological Networks in
their Regions, based on the stations for which Members offer to provide monthly CLIMAT and CLIMAT
TEMP reports.

TTHHEE  GGLLOOBBAALL  CCLLIIMMAATTEE  OOBBSSEERRVVIINNGG  SSYYSSTTEEMM  ((GGCCOOSS))

MMIISSSSIIOONN,,  GGOOAALLSS  AANNDD  RREEQQUUIIRREEMMEENNTTSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  GGCCOOSS

Over the past decade, the meteorological community has witnessed an increasing demand for
current and historical data related to climate, climate change, and extreme weather events. Such data
are necessary for seasonal and interannual climate prediction as well as for climate research. The
importance of these activities has been recognised on numerous occasions by Governments at various
meetings, in particular by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the Conference of
the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. In response to these
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requirements, from the climatological community, the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) was
established in 1992.

The mission of GCOS is to ensure the availability and quality of the atmospheric, oceanographic,
and terrestrial data critical to a wide variety of climate users. Such data, obtained from both in situ and
space measurements, are needed for:

• Detecting and attributing climate change;
• Monitoring the climate system;
• Modelling, understanding and predicting climate change and its impacts;
• Developing strategies to ameliorate potential harmful effects of climate variability (such as

response to El Nino conditions) and to adopt human activities to climate change;
• Assessing the potential impacts on natural and man-made systems; and
• Advancing sustainable development.

GCOS is to provide for the “end-to-end” needs of climate users. Thus, at one end GCOS is
concerned with improving the quality of observations; while at the other, its goal is to enhance the
usefulness of climate data, products and information for such needs as national economic development.
Its two highest priorities being to establish long-term systematic observations in support of global and
regional climate and impact, and to provide the observations needed for climate prediction.

Drawing on the experiences of the IPCC in preparing its assessments, the GCOS has
established the following goals that the observational programmes must meet to support of the specific
issues facing the FCCC:

• Observe and characterise the current climate, including its inherent variability and extreme
events;

• Obtain information useful to detect climate change, determine the rate of change and assist in
attributing the causes of change;

• Provide observations to determine climate forcing resulting from changing concentrations of
greenhouse gases and other anthropogegic causes;

• Provide observations to validate models and assist in prediction of the future climate;
• Contribute observations to understand and quantify impacts of climate change on human

activities and natural systems.

To the fullest extent the GCOS data and information will rely upon existing national and
international programmes taking into account the following criteria:

i) Responsiveness: the design is responsive to the needs of users;
ii) Adaptability: the design must accommodate changing, perspectives, objectives, user needs and

increased knowledge;
iii) Flexibility: the protocols and design structures need to be flexible and capable of accommodating

a wide variety of methods and space/time resolutions; and be able to incorporate existing
international monitoring programmes;

iv) Simplicity: it must be understood by all and it must be implementable with varying degrees of
sophistication; and

v) Rigor: quality assurance procedures need to be developed must be followed.

As integrated parts of the GCOS Initial Operational System, the GCOS Upper-Air Network and
the GCOS Surface Network have been established to accommodate observed data from most land
areas, including many mid-oceanic islands.
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TTHHEE  GGCCOOSS  UUPPPPEERR--AAIIRR  NNEETTWWOORRKK  ((GGUUAANN))

CCoommppoossiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  GGUUAANN

The GUAN is a subset of 150 stations in the upper air network of the WWW Global Observing
System among which 25 are located in Africa. The GUAN was developed to address the requirement for
a consistent baseline of homogeneous measurements for global climate. GUAN observations include
measurements of pressure, wind, temperature and humidity from just above the ground to heights up to
30 km (using radiosonde attached to free rising balloons). Two soundings per day are highly desirable,
although one sounding per day is considered acceptable.

The fundamental purpose of GUAN is to improve the quality and availability of data for climate
purposes. It is specifically targeted at detecting temperature change and in providing a reference to other
atmospheric data sets and model calculations. The GUAN is intended to serve as a standard for
developing and improving the denser network of upper air stations that is needed for climate change
studies at the national to regional scale. It provides a basis for detection of global atmospheric circulation
changes and will allow a comparison between upper air and satellite observations to provide a stronger,
more robust set of observations.
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MMoonniittoorriinngg  tthhee  ooppeerraattiioonn  ooff  GGUUAANN  ssttaattiioonnss

The European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasting (ECMWF) monitors the availability
and basic quality of the data submitted by GUAN stations and produces two reports per year. Further
monitoring and quality assessment is done by the Hadley Centre of the UK Met Office. GUAN data are
archived at the World Data Centre A for Meteorology at the U.S. National Climate Data Centre in
Asheville, North Carolina. The data received are made available to all users.

SSttaattuuss  ooff  tthhee  GGUUAANN  iimmppllee mmeennttaattiioonn  iinn  AAffrriiccaa

Analysis on the implementation of GUAN in Africa was based on the monitoring results from the
GUAN Monitoring Centre over the period January to July 2001. The results of the analysis are presented
below.

FFiigguurree  22  aa:: AAvvaaiillaabbii lliittyy  ooff  CCLLIIMMAATT  TTEEMMPP  rreeppoorrttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  GGUUAANN  ssttaattiioonnss  iinn  AAffrriiccaa

GUAN Performance : Jan 2001 GUAN Performance : Feb
2001

GUAN Performance : Mar
2001

GUAN Performance : Apr 2001 GUAN Performance : May 2001 GUAN Performance : Jun 2001

GUAN Performance : Jul 2001
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Table 2: Percentage of CLIMAT TEMP reports from RBSN and GUAN stations from Africa
received at GUAN Monitoring Centre. Monitoring period: January-July 2001.

Type of stations
Percentage of stations from
which reports are received

Percentage of stations from
which reports are not (properly) received

GUAN stations 47 53
All CLIMAT TEMP
STATIONS 17 83

The result show that the reception of CLILMAT TEMP reports from both GUAN and non-GUAN
stations is very poor. The situation is worse for the RBSN stations where reports are properly received
from only about 17% of the total number of stations. For the particular case of GUAN, reports are not
received from more than half of the GUAN stations. It should be noted that the non-reception of reports
from upper-air stations does not necessarily mean that all the stations were not operational; they may be
making observations, but for one reason or the other their CLIMAT TEMP reports were not received.

TTHHEE  GGCCOOSS  SSUURRFFAACCEE  NNEETTWWOORRKK  ((GGSSNN))

CCoommppoossiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  GGSSNN

The GSN which was formalised in 1999 consists of 989 stations providing monthly data on
averages and extreme values for several meteorological parameters, especially temperature and
precipitation. Among the GSN stations, 155 are located in Africa. The fundamental purpose of the GSN
is to improve the quality and availability of climate data and to encourage the preservation and exchange
of data into the future. It should serve as a standard for developing and improving the denser reference
climatological networks that are needed for regional climate applications. The GSN will also contribute to
verification of satellite observations.

The basic GSN stations selection criteria include: i) performance of the station in producing high-
quality observations; ii) length of time the station has submitted data; iii) distance from urban centres;
and iv) adequate representation of the climate in regions where differences in elevation are significant by
adding additional stations.

MMoonniittoorriinngg  tthhee  ooppeerraattiioonn  ooff  GGSSNN  ssttaattiioonnss

Two monitoring Centres – one at the Deutscher Watterdienst (Offenbach, Germany) for
precipitation and the other at the Japan Meteorological Agency (Tokyo, Japan) for temperature – have
been established to provide information on the availability, timeliness and quality of the GSN data.
Members concerned will be provided with regular reports on data receipt and data quality. GSN data will
be archived at the World Data Centre A for Meteorology at the U.S. National Climate Data Centre. The
data received will be available on CD-ROM and via FTP.

SSttaattuuss  ooff  iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  GGSSNN  iinn  AAffrriiccaa..

As in the case of GUAN, analysis on the implementation of the GSN in Africa, which results are
presented below, was based on the monitoring results from the GCOS monitoring centre over the period
January-June 2001.
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Table 3: Percentage of CLIMAT reports from all CLIMAT and GSN stations from Africa received at
at least one GSN Monitoring Centre. Monitoring period: January-June 2001.

100% 76-99% 75-51% 26-51% 1-25% No record received
All CLIMAT

stations 5 14 12 6 8 55

GSN stations 6 14 14 7 8 52
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FFiigguurree  33:: AAvvaaiillaabbii lliittyy  ooff  CCLLIIMMAATT  rreeppoorrttss  ffrroomm  GGSSNN  ssttaattiioonnss  iinn  AAffrriiccaa

FFiigguurree  44:: AAvvaaiillaabbii lliittyy  ooff  CCLLIIMMAATT  rreeppoorrttss  ffrroomm  aallll  WWMMOO  RReeggiioonnaall  AAssssoocciiaattiioonnss  GGSSNN  ssttaattiioonnss..
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The results show that like in the case of CLIMAT TEMP, the reception of CLIMAT reports from
both GNS and non-GSN stations is indeed very poor, since reports are received from only about 1/20 of
the total number of stations, while reports are not received from more than half of both GNS and non-
GSN stations. On a global basis, the operation of only about 39% of CLIMAT station could be considered
satisfactory i.e. those for which the CLIMAT reception rate is above 50%. The non-availability of CLIMAT
reports does not necessarily mean that all the stations were not operational; they may be making
observations, but for one reason or the other their CLIMAT reports were not received. The results
(Figure 4) also shows that the reception of CLIMAT reports from GSN stations from Africa is the poorest,
compare to the reception rate from all other WMO Regional Associations.

IInn  vviieeww  ooff  tthhee  ppoooorr  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  ooff  GGCCOOSS  iinn  AAffrr iiccaa,,  aa  rreeggiioonnaall  GCOS workshop on improving
observing systems for climate was held for Eastern and Southern African countries in kisumu, kenya,
from 3 to 5 October 2001. The workshop came out with the following resolution called the Kisumu
Resolution

RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE IMPROVEMENT OF GLOBAL CLIMATE OBSERVING SYSTEMS
IN EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA

The participants in the GCOS Regional Workshop for Eastern and Southern African Countries on
Improving Global Climate Observing Systems,

WWeellccoommee::

The opportunity provided by the GCOS Secretariat in partnership with the National
Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs), the international climate change community, and
Drought Monitoring Centres of Nairobi and Harare, and with the support of GEF/UNDP, UNEP, and
WMO to identify ways to improve observing systems for climate in the region.

Recalling:

(1) That the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) has encouraged Parties to actively support capacity-building in developing countries to
enable them to collect, exchange, and utilise data to meet local, national, regional, and
international needs (Decision 14/CP.4), and has recognised the need to identify priority capacity-
building needs related to participation in systematic observation (Decision 5/CP.5);

(2) That Decision 5/CP.5 urges Parties to address deficiencies in the climate observing networks and
to bring forward specific proposals for that purpose and to identify the capacity-building needs and
funding required in developing countries to enable them to collect, exchange, and utilize data on a
continuing basis in pursuance of the UNFCCC; and

(3) The role and importance of GCOS to facilitate, with other stakeholders, systematic observation
regionally.

RReeccooggnniissiinngg::

((11))  TThhaatt  EEaasstteerrnn  aanndd  SSoouutthheerrnn  AAffrriiccaann  ccoouunnttrriieess  aarree  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aammoonngg  tthhee  mmoosstt  vvuullnneerraabbllee  ttoo
tthhee  iimmppaaccttss  aanndd  ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess  ooff  hhuummaann--iinndduucceedd  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee,,  iinn  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr,,  gglloobbaall
wwaarrmmiinngg  aanndd  tthhee  ppootteennttiiaall  tthhrreeaattss  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  eexxttrreemmee  wweeaatthheerr  aanndd  cclliimmaattee  eevveennttss  aanndd
sseeaa  lleevveell  rriissee;;

((22))  TThhaatt  iimmpprroovveedd  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonnss  ooff  cclliimmaattee  wwiillll  eennaabbllee  pprroovviissiioonn  ooff  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  ffoorreeccaassttss
wwhhiicchh  wwiillll  ggrreeaattllyy  aassssiisstt  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss  aanndd  nnaattiioonnaall  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  ooff  ccoouunnttrriieess  iinn  tthhee
rreeggiioonn  ttoo  pprreeppaarree  ffoorr  tthhee  sseeaassoonn--ttoo--sseeaassoonn  aanndd  yyeeaarr--ttoo--yyeeaarr  vvaarriiaattiioonnss  ooff  cclliimmaattee
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aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  sseeaa  ssuurrffaaccee  tteemmppeerraattuurreess,,  EEll  NNiiññoo//SSoouutthheerrnn  OOsscciillllaattiioonn,,  aanndd  ootthheerr  nnaattuurraall
pphheennoommeennoonn,,  aass  wweellll  aass  ttoo  ddeetteecctt  aanndd  bbeetttteerr  pprreeppaarree  ffoorr  lloonngg--tteerrmm,,  hhuummaann--iinndduucceedd  cclliimmaattee
cchhaannggee;;

((33))  TThhaatt  EEaasstteerrnn  aanndd  SSoouutthheerrnn  AAffrriiccaann  ccoouunnttrriieess  ccuurrrreennttllyy  ffaaccee  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  cchhaalllleennggeess
aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  nnaattuurraall  cclliimmaattee  vvaarriiaabbiilliittyy,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ddrroouugghhttss,,  ttrrooppiiccaall  ccyycclloonneess,,  ffllooooddss,,
ssnnoowwffaallll,,  sseeaa  lleevveell  vvaarriiaattiioonnss,,  aanndd  cchhaannggeess  iinn  oocceeaann  tteemmppeerraattuurree;;

((44))  TThhaatt  oocceeaanniicc  aanndd  aattmmoosspphheerriicc  cciirrccuullaattiioonn  ppaatttteerrnnss  aanndd  oocceeaann--aattmmoosspphheerree  iinntteerraaccttiioonnss  iinn
EEaasstteerrnn  aanndd  SSoouutthheerrnn  AAffrriiccaa  ppllaayy  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  rroolleess  iinn  ddeetteerrmmiinniinngg  gglloobbaall  ppaatttteerrnnss  ooff  cclliimmaattee
cchhaannggee  aanndd  cclliimmaattee  vvaarriiaabbiilliittyy;;

((55))  TThhaatt  mmeeaassuurreemmeennttss  ooff  mmeetteeoorroollooggiiccaall//aattmmoosspphheerriicc,,  oocceeaannooggrraapphhiicc,,  aanndd  tteerrrreessttrriiaall  vvaarriiaabblleess
iinn  tthhee  rreeggiioonn  pprroovviiddee  eesssseennttiiaall  ddaattaa  ffoorr  ddeetteeccttiinngg  aanndd  aattttrriibbuuttiinngg  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee;;  ffoorr
mmoonniittoorriinngg,,  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  aanndd  pprreeddiiccttiinngg  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  aanndd  cclliimmaattee  vvaarriiaabbiilliittyy;;  ffoorr
ddeevveellooppiinngg  ssttrraatteeggiieess  ttoo  aammeelliioorraattee  tthhee  ppootteennttiiaall  hhaarrmmffuull  eeffffeeccttss  ooff  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  aanndd
cclliimmaattee  vvaarriiaabbiilliittyy;;  aanndd  ffoorr  aaddvvaanncciinngg  ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  rreeggiioonnaallllyy;;  aanndd

((66))  TThhaatt  tthhee  bbaassiicc  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonn  nneettwwoorrkkss  ooff  NNMMHHSSss  pprroovviiddee  tthhee  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  oonn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee
ssttrreennggtthheenniinngg  ooff  GGCCOOSS  mmuusstt  bbee  bbuuiilltt..

((77))  TThhaatt  eennhhaanncceedd  ccoo--ooppeerraattiioonn  aammoonngg  ssttaakkeehhoollddeerrss  wwiitthh  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  ttoo  ddeeaall  wwiitthh  cclliimmaattee
cchhaannggee  iissssuueess,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  nnaattiioonnaall  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  ccoo--oorrddiinnaattoorrss  aanndd  nnaattiioonnaall  mmeetteeoorroollooggiiccaall
aanndd  hhyyddrroollooggiiccaall  sseerrvviicceess,,  iiss  eesssseennttiiaall

((88))  TThhaatt  tthhee  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonnss  ffrroomm  tthhee  GGCCOOSS  ssuurrffaaccee  nneettwwoorrkk  aanndd  GGCCOOSS  uuppppeerr  aaiirr  nneettwwoorrkk  aarree
ccuurrrreennttllyy  iinnaaddeeqquuaattee  aanndd  tthhaatt  tthheessee  iimmppoorrttaanntt  nneettwwoorrkkss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ddeetteerriioorraattiinngg  iinn  rreecceenntt
yyeeaarrss;;

((99))  TThhaatt  ssuubbssttaannttiiaall  hhiissttoorriiccaall  ddaattaa  eexxiissttss  tthhaatt  hhaass  nnoott  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  aavvaaiillaabbllee;;

((1100))  TThhaatt  uurrbbaann  cclliimmaattee  hhaass  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  iimmppaaccttss  oonn  tthhee  gglloobbaall  cclliimmaattee;;

((1111))  TThhaatt  tthhee  DDMMCCss  ppllaayy  aann  iimmppoorrttaanntt  rroollee  iinn  cclliimmaattee  mmoonniittoorriinngg  aanndd  aapppplliiccaattiioonnss..

Urge:

((11))  TThhaatt  aa  RReeggiioonnaall  AAccttiioonn  PPllaann  bbee  pprreeppaarreedd  ttoo  iilllluummiinnaattee  pprriioorriittiieess  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  rreeggiioonn  aanndd  ttoo
ffoorrmm  tthhee  bbaassiiss  ffoorr  tthhee  pprreeppaarraattiioonn  ooff  aa  pprrooppoossaall((ss))  ffoorr  ffuunnddiinngg  iimmpprroovveemmeennttss  iinn  oobbsseerrvviinngg
ssyyssttee mmss  ffoorr  cclliimmaattee  aanndd  iinn  ootthheerr  aaccttiivviittiieess  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  cclliimmaattee  oobbsseerrvviinngg  ssyysstteemmss  iinn  EEaasstteerrnn
aanndd  SSoouutthheerrnn  AAffrriiccaa;;

((22))  TThhaatt  tthhee  AAccttiioonn  PPllaann  bbee  pprreeppaarreedd  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  pprrooggrraammmmee::

aa)) TThhee  DDMMCCss,,  iinn  ccoollllaabboorraattiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  NNMMHHSSss  aanndd  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  ccoo--
oorrddiinnaattoorrss,,  wwiillll  ffaacciilliittaattee  tthhee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  aa  RReeggiioonnaall  AAccttiioonn  PPllaann  tthhaatt  wwiillll  iinnccoorrppoorraattee  tthhee
pprriioorriittiieess  rraaiisseedd  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrkksshhoopp  aanndd  iinniittiiaall  ccoouunnttrryy  rreeppoorrttss..    IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ttaakkee  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff
ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  ttoo  rreeppoorrtt  ttoo  tthhee  UUNNFFCCCCCC,,  tthhiiss  rreeggiioonnaall  AAccttiioonn  PPllaann  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ccoommpplleetteedd  nnoo
llaatteerr  tthhaann  MMaayy  22000022..     TToo  ffaacciilliittaattee  tthhiiss  pprroocceessss,,  tthhee  WWoorrkksshhoopp  ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  rreeccoommmmeenndd  tthhee
ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  aa  ccoorree  ddrraaffttiinngg  tteeaamm  ccoommpprriisseedd  ooff  1100  ppeeooppllee  ffrroomm  aammoonngg  tthhee  rreeggiioonn,,  ttoo  iinncclluuddee
rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  ffrroomm  tthhee  33  oobbsseerrvviinngg  ssyysstteemm  ddoommaaiinnss  aanndd  ffrroomm  tthhee  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee
ccoooorrddiinnaattoorr  ggrroouupp..    TThhee  DDMMCCss  sshhoouulldd  sseeeekk  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  aaggeenncciieess  ssuucchh  aass  UUNNEEPP,,  WWMMOO,,
AACCMM AADD,,  aanndd  GGEEFF//UUNNDDPP  iinn  tthhiiss  eennddeeaavvoouurr..
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bb)) OOnnccee  tthhee  PPllaann  iiss  ddeevveellooppeedd,,  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  cciirrccuullaatteedd  ttoo  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  IIGGAADD,,  SSAADDCC,,
aanndd  IIOOCC  ffoorr  aapppprroovvaall;;  aanndd

cc)) TThhee  DDMMCCss,,  iinn  ccoollllaabboorraattiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  NNMMHHSSss,,  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  ccoo--
oorrddiinnaattoorrss,,  GGCCOOSS,,  ccoonncceerrnneedd  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  aaggeenncciieess,,  aanndd  rreeggiioonnaall  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss  iinn  AAffrriiccaa
sshhoouulldd  ddeevveelloopp  aa  ssttrraatteeggyy  ffoorr  iimmpplleemmeennttiinngg  tthhee  aaccttiioonnss  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  rreeppoorrtt..

((33))  TThhee  ccoouunnttrriieess  ooff  tthhee  rreeggiioonn  ttoo  pprreeppaarree  nnaattiioonnaall  rreeppoorrttss  oonn  oobbsseerrvviinngg  ssyysstteemmss  ffoorr  cclliimmaattee..
TThheessee  rreeppoorrttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ddeevveellooppeedd  tthhrroouugghh  ccoo--oorrddiinnaattiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  NNMMHHSSss  aanndd  cclliimmaattee
cchhaannggee  ccoouunnttrryy  tteeaammss..    AAllll  ccoouunnttrriieess  sshhoouulldd  ssttrriivvee  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  tthheessee  rreeppoorrttss  ppuurrssuuaanntt  ttoo  tthhee
UUNNFFCCCCCC  gguuiiddeelliinneess;;

((44))  TThhaatt  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  ccoommmmuunniittyy  sshhoouulldd  ttaakkee  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  bbootthh  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  aanndd  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonn
ffaacciilliittiieess  ooffffeerreedd  bbyy  MMeetteeoossaatt  SSeeccoonndd  GGeenneerraattiioonn  ((MMSSGG))  aanndd  ootthheerr  rreelleevvaanntt  tteecchhnnoollooggiieess  ttoo
eennhhaannccee  aavvaaiillaabbiilliittyy  ooff  ddaattaa  aanndd  iinnffoorr mmaattiioonn  oovveerr  AAffrriiccaa;;

((55))  TThhaatt  aaddddiittiioonnaall  eeffffoorrtt  bbee  mmaaddee  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  hhiissttoorriiccaall  ddaattaa  iinn  lliinnee  wwiitthh  tthhee  rreeqquueesstt  bbyy  tthhee  WWMMOO
SSeeccrreettaarryy  GGeenneerraall;;

((66))  TThhaatt  cclloosseerr  iinntteerraaccttiioonn  aanndd  ccoo--oorrddiinnaattiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  NNMMHHSSss  aanndd  nnaattiioonnaall  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  ccoo--
oorrddiinnaattoorrss  bbee  uunnddeerrttaakkeenn  ttoo  ddeeffiinnee  ccoouunnttrryy  oobbsseerrvviinngg  ssyysstteemm  nneeeeddss  ffoorr  vvuullnneerraabbiilliittyy  aanndd
aaddaappttaattiioonn;;

((77))  TThhaatt  tthhee  rreeggiioonn  aaddddrreessss  tthhee  nneeeedd  ffoorr  ccaappaacciittyy  bbuuiillddiinngg  iinn   aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  aarreeaass,,  iinncclluuddiinngg
aawwaarreenneessss  rraaiissiinngg  aanndd  ssppeecciiaalliisseedd  ttrraaiinniinngg  nneeeeddss;;

((88))  TThhaatt    WWeesstteerrnn  IInnddiiaann  OOcceeaann  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonnss  bbee  eennhhaanncceedd  aanndd  bbeeccoommee  aann  iinntteeggrraall  ppaarrtt  ooff  aann
IInnddiiaann  OOcceeaann  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonn  ssttrraatteeggyy;;

((99))  TThhaatt  hhyyddrroollooggyy  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonnss  bbeeccoommee  aann  iinntteeggrraall  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonnaall  ssttrraatteeggyy  iinn  lliinnee
wwiitthh  pprrooggrraammmmeess  ddiissccuusssseedd  aatt  tthhee  GGCCOOSS  RReeggiioonnaall  WWoorrkksshhoopp;;

(10) TThhaatt  ccaarrbboonn  ccyyccllee  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonnss,,  eesssseennttiiaall  ffoorr  tthhee  ffuullll  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  bbyy  AAffrriiccaann  ccoouunnttrriieess  iinn
tthhee  UUNNFFCCCCCC,,  sshhoouulldd  bbee  pprroommootteedd  bbyy  wwoorrkkiinngg  aatt  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  lleevveell  wwiitthh  ppaarrttnneerrss  iinn  tthhee
aaggrriiccuullttuurree,,  ffoorreessttrryy,,  llaanndd  uussee,,  aanndd  eeccoollooggiiccaall  sectors and by co-locating carbon cycle
observation sites with GSN sites;

((1111))  TThhaatt  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  hhiigghh  ccoosstt  ooff  ccoonnssuummaabblleess  ffoorr  uuppppeerr  aaiirr  mmeeaassuurreemmeennttss,,  tthhee  iissssuuee  ooff
ccoosstt  aanndd  aalltteerrnnaattiivvee  mmeetthhooddoollooggiieess  nneeeeddss  ttoo  bbee  sseerriioouussllyy  aaddddrreesssseedd  bbyy  rreeggiioonnaall  aanndd
iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss;;  aanndd

((1122))  TThhaatt  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  ggrroowwiinngg  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  uurrbbaann  aarreeaass  iinn  tthhee  rreeggiioonn,,  aa  ssttrraatteeggyy  ffoorr  uurrbbaann
oobbsseerrvvaattiioonnss  bbee  ddeevveellooppeedd..

Requests that:

(1) The NMHSs and the climate change co-ordinators, with the assistance of the DMCs ensure
that this resolution is widely distributed within the region and with appropriate
collaborating partners;

(2) DMCs, working with the countries of the region, and in consultation with other
organisations, including NMHSs and climate change co-ordinators, use the information
developed in the Action Plan to prepare one or more specific proposals to potential donors
to fund improvements in observing systems for climate;
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(3) Development partners consider financing appropriate elements of the Action Plan;

(4) Parties to the UNFCCC in the region and the GCOS Secretariat bring this resolution to the
attention of COP and its Subsidiary Bodies; and

(5) NMHSs become actively involved in the preparation of their national reports on activities
related to systematic observation, as invited by the parties to the UNFCCC in Decision
5/CP.5.

Resolve:

To work relentlessly on improving observing systems for climate to ensure enhanced availability
of climate data and information over Africa, including meteorological, atmospheric, oceanographic, and
terrestrial (especially carbon and water) data that meets the regional climate needs and addresses the
aims of the Convention.

PPRROOBBLLEEMMSS  OOFF  OOBBSSEERRVVIINNGG  SSYYSSTTEEMMSS  IINN  AAFFRRIICCAA

There are many problems associated to Observing Systems in Africa. The inadequacies of the
present observing systems can, in part, be attributed to the lack of priority given to the gathering,
processing and dissemination of climate data. This has led  to a number of key deficiencies. The main
problems reside in the following areas:

i) Satisfactory global coverage for many of the essential climate variables has not been
archived;

ii) Regional coverage is not adequate in many areas. Surface and upper-air atmosphere
observations from large parts of Africa are unavailable.

iii) Observations of selected variables often do not have adequate accuracy or precision to
be reliably used as indicators of climate change; and

iv) Key data sets, although collected are often not effectively exchanged.

These problems are mainly associated to a lack of human and technical resources (lack or
breakdown of telecommunications equipment, lack of or obsolete observation equipment, lack of
consumables, lack of automation of the national Meteorological Centres, wrong application of
procedures in the ccoommppiillaattiioonn, aarrrraannggeemmeenntt and ttrraannssmmiissssiioonn of reports to the Regional Telecom Centre,
problems of formatting/coding of the CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP messages and incomplete observation
programmes). The problem of coding and formatting of CLIMAT and CLIMAT  TEMP reports and the
incomplete observation programme is illustrated below.
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FFiigguurree  55::  PPeerrcceennttaaggee  ooff  ttyyppiiccaall  eerrrroorrss  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  CCLLIIMMAATT  rreeppoorrttss..

Figure 5 clearly shows that the problem of coding and formatting reports contribute highly to the
non-availability of climate data. In order to solve this problem of coding and recognising that a problem
had occurred concerning lack of awareness of some recent code changes, the CBS Management Group
recommended, during its second meeting held in Sydney from 10 to 13 December 2001, that Members
be invited to appoint focal points on code matters, who will be alerted to proposed changes in codes and
code tables.  The group also felt that the current procedures for approval of code and table changes,
particularly fast-track procedures, were not satisfactory and suggested that alternative procedures be
investigated.

RReeaassoonnss  ffoorr  aann  iinnssuuffffiicciieenntt  lleevveell  ooff  GGUUAANN  aanndd  GGSSNN  iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn

There are several reasons for the low/non availability of CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP reports from
GSN and GUAN stations from Africa. Many African stations have problems maintaining stations because
of available funds are insufficient to buy new, modern equipment or to carry out day-to-day operations
due to lack of consumables, spare parts and qualified staff. Other problems include reports that are
generated but are not properly communicated to the related Regional Telecommunication Hub (RTH);
reports that are communicated but not according to formatting and prescription; reports that are
submitted too late in the month to be included and reports that are otherwise in good order but that are
not properly transmitted between RTHs.

NNeeeeddss  ffoorr  iimmpprroovviinngg  tthhee  GGUUAANN  aanndd  GGSSNN  pprrooggrraammmmeess  ooff  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonn

There is a critical need to develop and or improve the African climate observing system to better
understand the role of Africa in the global climate system and the African climate variability and change.
This will also enable a better climate monitoring in the continent and thus a better mitigation of the
effects of extreme climate events.

The redesign of observing systems in Africa is essentially important because in many areas the
system simply does not exist, whereas in other areas it is satisfactory or could be improved. The issues
to  be addressed have been identified; they essentially fall into three categories:

• Lack of public infrastructure (electricity, telecommunication, transport facilities, etc.);

• Lack of expertise (lack of staff, lack of training, etc.); and
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• Lack of funding (equipment, consumables, spare parts, manpower, etc.).

To enable Africa’s full participation in the Observing Programmes, due consideration must be
given to these three issues. Attention must specially be given to improving current telecommunication
facilities in those countries with poor telecommunication infrastructure. The needs for improvement may
call for upgrading, restoring, substitution and capacity building, and therefore the following actions shall
be considered.

The development and implementation of a regional strategy in the framework of the redesign of
the GOS, taking into account the following:

i) Identification of observing systems that are less dependent of classical infrastructures that
require expertise and cost: satellites, AMDAR, automatic stations;

ii) Reorganising observation networks by application fields;

iii) Restructuring the management of observation networks into sub-regional groupings and
application field (e.g. ASECNA in synoptic and aeronautical meteorology;

Developing a strategy for improving observations through:

iv) Assisting African countries to acquire automatic stations;

v) Facilitating the participation of African airlines in the AMDAR Programme;

vi) Acquiring satellite ground stations;

vii) Promoting African participation in ocean observation projects;

viii) Developing regional institutions for promoting and maintaining new technologies in
atmospheric observations;

The reactivation/rehabilitation of silent stations

ix) Replacing obsolete equipment;

x) The provision of spare parts and consumables;

xi) Reinforcing technical and human capacities;

xii) Regular examination and maintenance of the networks;

xiii) Providing sufficient budgets;

Improving telecommunication means through

xiv) The use of public transmission networks for data collection;

xv) Increasing the number of DCP channels;

xvi) Standardising the management of the whole observation network by a single national
administration;

xvii) Installing performing message switching systems easily adaptable to technological
advancement;
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xviii) Replacing present data communication links by satellite and/or telephone links;

xix) Replacing obsolete AMSSs;

xx) Popularising the TCP/IP protocol;

xxi) Implementing PC based telecommunication systems (e.g. MESSIR);

xxii) Interconnecting the National Met. Centres to the SATCOM;

xxiii) Install MDD, SADIS and PDUS where not yet available;

xxiv) Secure Internet links;

xxv) Popularise the exploitation of (digital) specialised links and the use of “ffrraammeess  rreellaayy”;

It is also expected that many of the problems associated to the GCOS stations will be overcome
as feedback from network monitoring is provided to the stations concerned. The information received
also makes it possible for some African countries to receive assistance to maintain their GUAN and GSN
stations through appropriate channels, such as through the Voluntary Co-operation Programme.

Implementation of  a national plan for systematic observation for climatic change

full implementation of the GCOS in Africa pass necessarily by the formulation and implementation of
national programmes for:

- The reinforcement of the upper air network;

- The implementation of GUAN and GSN stations,

- The reception satellite and aircraft data;

- The measurement of mid-level temperature;

- The reinforcement of the network for cloud and precipitation observations;

- The creation of a national centre of climate analysis and prediction.


