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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1 Opening of the meeting


The Meeting of the CBS/OPAG-IOC Expert Team on Observational Data Requirements and Redesign of the GOS will open at 10.00 hours on Monday, 28 January 2002 at the WMO Headquarters building in Geneva. 

1.2 Adoption of the agenda


The provisional agenda, as contained in CBS/OPAG-IOS (ODRRGOS‑4)/Doc.1, will be submitted for adoption.  The order of the items may be modified and additional items may be introduced if necessary.

1.3 Working arrangements

The work of the meeting will be conducted as a committee of the whole; however sub-groups may be established as required to consider specific problems.  The session and documentation will be in English only. The pre-meeting documents are to be e-mailed to the secretariat for subsequent posting on the WMO Server at : http://www.wmo.ch/web/www/workdocs.html
The session will decide on other arrangements, such as its working hours. 

2. CHAIRMAN'S REPORT


The chairman will report on the activities carried out between the reduced meeting of the Expert Team (Geneva, 23-27 April 2001) and this meeting He will also describe the expected outcome for the meeting in the light of the upcoming session of CBS-Ext. 

3. PERSPECTIVES OF THE USE OF R&D SATELLITES IN THE GOS OPERATIONS.

Following the guidelines given by EC-LIII, the meeting will be invited to review the input provided by present R&D satellite missions to major WMO programmes. In particular, the meeting will discuss perspectives of R&D satellites to be an integral part of the GOS in the next decade. The meeting will be also informed on the developments since CGMS Workshop (Geneva, April 2001) which discussed issues related to the role of R&D satellites in future GOS and results of the Task Team meeting on the GOS regulatory material (Geneva, November 2001).  In this context the meeting will also discuss the CGMX XXIX EUM WP-06.

4. CURRENT STATUS OF SURFACE-BASED COMPONENTS OF THE GOS


The meeting will be informed on the current status of the implementation of various components of the GOS. Recent monitoring results on the performance of various components of surface-based observing system including in situ ocean observations as provided by specialized centres will be presented. 
5. PLANS FOR UPDATING OF THE OBSERVING SYSTEM TECHNOLOGIES AVAILABLE IN THE NEXT DECADE

The meeting will consider an update to the report "Observing System Technologies and Their Use in the Next Decade" (WWW Technical Report No. 20) and decide on any amendments, if necessary.

6. IMPLICATIONS OF THE STATEMENTS OF GUIDANCE (SOG) FOR REDESIGN OF THE GOS


The meeting will study the SOGs for various application areas to infer implications for redesign of the GOS. Applications Area Leaders will lead the discussion.

7. INTRODUCING OTHER APPLICATIONS AREAS 


The meeting will hear from the climate (AOPC), ocean (JCOMM), and atmospheric chemistry communities on their progress in using the critical review to draft statements of guidance.

8. STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION AND PRELIMINARY RESULTS OF OSEs

            The previous session of the Expert Team suggested seven OSEs for consideration by NWP centres. The meeting will be informed on the status and preliminary results of these experiments. 

9. FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME AND PREPARATION OF THE ET INPUT TO THE CBS‑EXT.

            The chairman will inform the meeting regarding the outline of the document to be submitted to CBS-Ext. that would summarize the major outcome of ET-ODRRGOS activities. In particular, the ET should develop a draft proposal for the redesign of the GOS.  The meeting will be invited to consider these proposals and decide upon necessary work assignments.

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

            Any items of business requiring attention of the expert team, but not covered above, will be considered.

11. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

             The session is tentatively scheduled to close at 12h00 on Friday, 1 February 2002.
