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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1 Opening of the meeting


The second meeting of the CBS Task Team on GOS Regulatory Material (TT/GRM-2) will open at 10.00 hours on Monday, 20 February 2006 at the WMO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.

1.2 Selection of the Chairman
The meeting will select a chairman from among its participants.

1.3 Adoption of the agenda

The provisional agenda, as contained in TT/GRM-2/Doc.1, will be submitted for adoption.  The order of the items may be modified and additional items may be introduced, if necessary.

1.4 Working arrangements

The session and documentation will be in English only.  The session will decide on its working hours.  The results of the meeting will be submitted to the president of CBS for consideration.

2. STATUS OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE REVISED VERSION OF VOL A (WMO-No. 9)

3. AMENDMENTS TO THE MANUAL ON THE GOS (WMO-No. 544)

The meeting will be invited to consider the requirements for making amendments to the Manual on the GOS taking into account the developments in the GOS (surface and space based subsystems) and the guidance available from the Executive Council, Regional Associations, CBS, as well as requirements from other WMO Programmes with observing activities and practices. The meeting will then examine the previously developed draft changes, make amendments as necessary, and develop new material.

Each member is invited to prepare, in advance, relevant material for consideration at the meeting.  Discussion will then proceed to specific areas of change, specifically:

3.1
Updates to the Manual on the GOS
The Rapporteur on GOS Regulatory Material, assisted by the secretariat, will report on necessary changes for the Manual on the following Parts of the Manual:

Part I – General Principles regarding the Organization and Implementation of the GOS;

Part II -  General Requirements for Observational Data;

PART III – Surface-Based Subsystem;

Part V - Quality Control

3.2
Updates to the Manual on the GOS – Part IV (Space-Based Subsystem)
The secretariat will report to the meeting on necessary changes for the Manual on the space-based GOS.
3.3
Updates to the Manual on the GOS, Vol. II – Regional Aspects

The secretariat will report to the meeting on necessary changes for the Manual on the regional aspects of the GOS following the guidance provided by Regional Associations.
4.
STATUS OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE REVISED VERSION OF THE GUIDE ON THE GOS (WMO-No. 488)

The status of the development of a revised version of the Gude based on the updated material contained  in the Manual on the GOS (WMO-No. 544, 2003 Edition) and the Guide to Meteorological Instruments and Methods of Observations (WMO-No. 8, Sixth edition) will be presented to the meeting.  In accordance with guidelines given by the EC and CBS, the revised version should incorporate developments in the GOS operations and also should include guidance material related to the WMO QMF issues.  The meeting will be invited to review the draft revised version of the Guide prepared by the consultant and make appropriate recommendations on further actions. 

5. PROPOSALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO CBS ICT/IOS MEETING AND ACTION PLAN

The meeting will consolidate the proposals and recommendations developed by participating experts including action plan on the update/revision of the GOS regulatory material for submission to the upcoming ICT/IOS session in September 2006.

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Any items of business requiring attention of the group, but not covered above will be considered.

7. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION


The session is tentatively scheduled to close at 17h00 on Wednesday, 22 February 2006.
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