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	Summary and Purpose of Document

The document contains information on the status of the development of the revised Volume A. including information on the development of the application as an Oracle database.  A demonstration of the revised Volume A will be made to the meeting.



ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to consider and make suggestions for improvement to the revised version of Volume A.
_______________

Status of Development of the Revised Volume A

1.
The following extract from CBS-XIII, St. Petersburg, 2005 summarises the situation as regards the status of the revision of Volume A from the time of Mr Daan’s report until early 2005.

2. 
The Commission recalled that CBS-XII considered possible measures to improve the accuracy of Weather Reporting (WMO-No. 9), Volume A.  The Commission was advised on the progress that had been made to implement the recommendations included in the report “Possible improvements of WMO Publication No. 9 – Volume A”, prepared by Mr Harald Daan, the OPAG on IOS Rapporteur on the Improvement of Volume A.  It noted that in order to turn that report into a procedural plan, a User Specification and a detailed Design Specification were developed.  The Design Specification had then developed into a comprehensive database application, written in Access 2000.  The revised Volume A application had been trialed within the Secretariat.  It was planned to seek the assistance from some WMO Members who had already developed similar applications, with the aim that a suitable application could be implemented in WMO with minimum modifications.  The CBS members should be informed about the time of introduction of the revised Volume A.

3.
However changes within the Secretariat, including the restructure of the IT Applications Unit and the change of staff within that Unit, necessitated a review of the Volume A application.  In particular it was decoded to change to application from an Access 2000 application to an Oracle application.

4.
This change was begun under contract in ITD during the second half of 2005.  However the magnitude of changing from Access to Oracle was underestimated, and parts of the conversion are still to be completed. 

5.
Once the application has been fully developed and documented in Oracle, all the data will be migrated to the new application.  This is expected to be done during the first half of 2006.

6.
The Oracle application as it stands is in test mode at the moment.  Not all modules are available, such as the user update interface.  A demonstration of the revised Volume A will made to the meeting.

____________________

