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ITEM  1.2

Original: ENGLISH


EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM RELATING TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1    Opening of the meeting


At the kind invitation of the Permanent Representative of Argentina with WMO, the fourth session of the Working Group on Planning and Implementation of the WWW in Region III will be held in Buenos Aires from 16 to 20 May 2005.  Details on the venue will be communicated in due time.

2.1
Adoption of the agenda


The session will be invited to adopt the agenda of the session.

2.2
Working arrangements 


Under this item, the working group will agree on the details concerning the organization of its work.  The session will work in Spanish and English.  The pre-session documentation will be in English and Spanish and in-session documentation will be in English or Spanish as available.  The documents to be submitted to the session, preferably presented in MSWord, should be sent to Jose Arimatea de Sousa Brito (jarimatea@wmo.int).  The documentation will be available on the WMO server under: http://www.wmo.int/web/www/Planning-Impl/RA-3/2005-BAires/DocPlan.html
2. REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE WORKING GROUP


This report will present the activities of the working group since its re-establishment by the thirteenth session of RA III in September 2001.  Points requiring detailed study raised in the report will be discussed under relevant agenda items.

3. CONSIDERATION OF THE DECISIONS OF XIII-RA III, XIII CBS (2005), FOURTEENTH CONGRESS AND EC-LVI INCLUDING REQUIREMENTS FOR WWW SUPPORT TO OTHER PROGRAMMES




The session will consider the decisions made and guidance given by the thirteenth session of RA III, the thirteenth session of CBS (2005), Fourteenth Congress and EC-LVI, which are relevant to the work programme of the working group. The Working group will specifically address the contribution of the WWW in the Region to:

· WMO Quality Management Framework
· Natural Disaster Prevention and Mitigation
· THORPEX 
· International Polar Year.  
Under this agenda item, the session will also consider actions to be taken within the Region in response to the objectives of the Sixth WMO Long-term Plan related to the RA III WWW activities.

4. STATUS OF WWW IMPLEMENTATION AND OPERATION


The session will review the present status of WWW implementation and operation of the GOS, GTS and GDPFS, including implementation of the GOS space-based sub-system in Region III. The session will consider the results of the monitoring of the WWW co-ordinated by the Secretariat, in particular as regards the availability of SYNOP, TEMP, CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP reports from RBSN and RBCN stations in RA III.  

5. REGIONAL ASPECTS OF THE WWW COMPONENTS, PWS PROGRAMME AND SUPPORT     FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING REPORTS BY THE RAPPORTEURS

5.1
Integrated Observing Systems (IOS)


The session will consider the report of the Rapporteur on Regional Aspects of the Global Observing Systems.  The session will in particular consider the following topics:

· Deficiencies in the observation systems, in particular silent stations

· Changes to the Regional Basic Synoptic Network in Region III to be submitted to the fourteenth session of RA III. 

5.2
Information Systems and Services (ISS) - GTS and Data Management 


The session will consider the report of the Rapporteur on Regional Aspects of the Global Telecommunication System and Data Management.  The session will in particular consider the following topics:

· The current RMTN

· The status of implementation of the RA III RMDCN

· Complementary satellite-based systems

· Migration to TDCF

5.3
Data-Processing and Forecasting Systems (DPFS)


The session will consider the report of the Rapporteur on Regional Aspects of the Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System. The session will in particular consider the following topics:

· Ensemble Prediction Systems

· Limited Area Model Models and Data Assimilation

· Regional severe weather forecasting – risk management

· Bilateral co-operation and training related to NWP

· Regional aspects of the Emergency Response Activity programme 

5.4
Operational Information Service (OIS)


The session will be informed on the activities for the Operational Information Service. 

5.5
Public Weather Services (PWS)


The session will consider the report of the Rapporteur on Regional Aspects of Public Weather Services. The session will in particular consider the following topics:

· Cross border exchange of warnings

· Capacity building – Training workshop

· Visibility and credibility of NMHSs

5.6
WWW-related Co-operation Activities


The session will review Co-operation Activities related to the WWW implementation and operation.  The session will in particular consider the following topics:

· Requirements of RA III Members

· Priorities in co-operation activities for the WWW and PWS

· Identifying possible resources (VCP)

6. FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME


The working group will define its major tasks for the remainder of the period up to the fourteenth session of RA III and propose future activities and goals for consideration and approval by XIV-RA III.

7. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

__________________________________ 

