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CONSIDERATION OF THE DECISIONS OF XIII-RA III, XIII CBS (2005), FOURTEENTH CONGRESS AND EC-LVI INCLUDING REQUIREMENTS FOR WWW SUPPORT

TO OTHER PROGRAMMES

WWW Contribution of the RA III to the International Polar Year (IPY)

(Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and purpose of document
This document provides information on the WWW Contribution of the RA III to the International Polar Year (IPY).


ACTION PROPOSED
The Working Group is invited to note the information given in this document.
International Polar Year 2007-2008

1. Through Resolution 34(Cg-XIV) Congress approved the holding of the International Polar Year 2007-2008 and EC-LVI recommended to WMO technical commissions concerned to contribute to the activities of IPY within their areas of responsibility and established the Inter-commission Task Group on IPY to coordinate WMO activities related to IPY.
2. The IPY 2007-2008 should result in an intensive burst of internationally coordinated, interdisciplinary research and observations focused on the Polar Regions.  According to the EC-LVI resolution, WMO's contribution to the IPY would be provided to the areas of activities related to all WMO Programmes, particularly to the improvement and further development of the WWW GOS in the Polar Regions, including re-activation of existing and establishing new surface and upper-air stations, increase of the number of drifting buoys and ASAP, extending the AMDAR programme and the use of existing satellites as well as new polar-orbiting satellite series with observational capabilities for Polar Regions. 

3. The thirteenth session of CBS (St. Petersburg, 2005) recognized that successful implementation of IPY required strengthening of the technical and logistical infrastructure for operations and research during the preparation and implementation of the IPY, including strengthening of observing and telecommunication facilities over the Arctic and the Antarctic, establishing of a data management structure based on the WWW experience, and further development of forecasting techniques.  It emphasized that IPY would provide a great opportunity for NMHSs to improve their observing networks in Polar Regions, particularly with regard the upper-air observations and ozone soundings on the basis of international cooperation.  It also stressed that observing networks established or improved during the IPY period should be kept in operational mode for as many years as possible to provide data for enhancing the understanding of climate change in the polar regions.  
4. Comprehensive data sets and scientific results would be obtained as a result of successful implementation of the IPY and further development of the monitoring of the environment and of forecasting systems would be realized, including prediction of severe weather phenomena.  The IPY would also provide a valuable contribution to the assessment of climate change and its impact in polar regions, and serve as a basis for recommendations to governmental agencies and the socio-economical sector.

5. Concerned RA III Members are invited to inform on the current and planned activities as their contributions to the IPY.  

