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INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

1.  
Date and place
The meeting will be held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 16 to 20 May 2005. The opening ceremony will start at 10.00 a.m. on 16 May 2005, in the premises of the “Servicio Meteorológico Nacional” (SMN):


Servicio Meteorológico Nacional


25 de Mayo 658


1002 Buenos Aires


Telephone: (+54 11)  5167 - 6711

Fax:            (+54 11)  5167-  6711

2.  
Transportation
The Servicio Meteorológico Nacional of Argentina will be arranging transportation from the airport to the hotel,and the hotel to airport for the VMM meeting, beside there are another alternatives that consists of both shuttle buses (TIENDA LEON) and taxis. 

3.  
Entry Formalities
Most participants are required to have a valid passport. Visas are also required for participants from some South American countries; but are not required for travelers from Western Europe and the USA. In case of doubt, please check, well before your date of departure.

Visas should be obtained at the Argentine Consulate in your own country of residence. You will not be able to obtain a visa at a stopover or upon arrival in Buenos Aires. The SMN will not be able to assist travellers arriving without legal documents and/or visas.

 4.  
Health
No special requirements, but there are restrictions on the importing of certain kinds of foodstuff, particularly beef and its derivatives.

5.  
Climate information for May (Buenos Aires)

Average Maximum Temperature:

19,3 °C

Average Minimum Temperature:


10.4 °C

Average Temperature:


14.4 °C

Average Relative Humidity:


77 %

Average Precipitation:


73,6 mm

Maximum Precipitation in 24 hours: 

188,4 mm 
6. 
Currency

The Argentine currency is the Peso Argentino, which is practically equivalent to US$ 2,94.  Major international credit cards are accepted widely, but there may be a minimum purchase limit (usually about US$ 10.00). US currency (except coins) is generally accepted, but change will normally be returned in Pesos. Traveler's checks are also accepted, but somewhat less widely. Any unused local currency may be exchanged back, with no restrictions, at the banks or at the airport before departure. Only the banks at the airport are open 7 days a week and this fact should be considered by travelers arriving on Saturday or Sunday.

7. 

 Hotels

A selection of hotels has been suggested by the SMN, with varying hotel rates, and they are all located very close to the Servicio Meteorológico Nacional:


















1)
Hotel Concorde



25 de mayo 630



Fax 4313-2818



Tel 4313-2618



hotelconcorde@arnet.com.ar



Single U$S 28, double  U$S 30



price includes breakfast and taxes



Note: this hotel is located next to the SMN



2)
Hotel Holiday Inn Express



Av. L.N. Alem 770 



Tel 4311-5200



Fax :311-5757



Single U$S  85, double  U$S103



price includes breakfast and taxes



Note: this hotel is located only two blocks away to the SMN


Hotel reservations may be placed directly to the SMN at: (54 11) 5167-6711 or e-mail susyb@meteofa.mil.ar, ai.smn@meteofa.mil.ar  Participants are invited to send the information to the International Affairs Division  as soon as possible, preferably before 30 April 2005. 

WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION
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HOTEL RESERVATION FORM - Please Fax to  (++5411) 5167-6711

Participant name: _____________________________________________

Country: ____________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________

Fax: _______________________________________________________

Selected hotel: _________________________________________________

(  ) Single room

(  ) Double room

Arrival in Buenos Aires:

Date: _____________________________________

Time: _____________________________________

Flight: ____________________________________

From:  ____________________________________

Departure from Buenos Aires:

Date: _____________________________________

Time: _____________________________________

Flight: ____________________________________

To: _______________________________________

