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(Submitted by the Secretariat)

	Summary and purpose of document

This document contains decisions and recommendations taken by the thirteenth session of RA IV, CBS-Ext.(02), Fourteenth Congress and EC-LVI regarding the WWW programme and its interaction with other WMO programmes in Region IV.




ACTION PROPOSED

The Working Group is invited to:

(a) Review the decisions of the constituent bodies;

(b) Consider the follow-up actions taken on these decisions;

(c) Make recommendations to the fourteenth session of RA IV on the necessary follow‑up actions.

_____________

DISCUSSION

Decisions and recommendations taken by XIII-RA IV

1. The thirteenth session of Regional Association IV (Maracay, 2001) re-established the Working Group on Planning and Implementation of the WWW in Region IV (RA IV/WG-PIW) with the following terms of reference:
(a)
To monitor the progress made in the implementation and operation of the WWW in the Region and advise on possible improvements and priorities for appropriate actions to be carried out under the WWW Programme and the need for external support, where required;

(b)
To keep under review the actions taken under the Fifth Long-term Plan with a view to updating and further developing the WWW Programme relating to RA IV;

(c)
To develop proposals for the further development and full integration of the WWW components and functions with a view to achieving a cost-effective operation and a better supply of WWW data and products throughout the Region;

(d)
To keep abreast of new developments in the field of meteorological data processing, forecasting, observing and information/communication techniques and to make recommendations for their application as appropriate in the Region;

(e)
To identify and keep under review regional requirements for the exchange of observational data and processed products and propose measures and procedures as appropriate to meet these needs for information from within and outside the Region; (Note: this includes the review of the design of observing systems in the Region, in particular the Regional Basic Synoptic Network of surface and upper-air stations, the Regional Basic Climatological Network and the weather radar network)
(f)
To develop proposals for implementation of the Public Weather Services Programme in the Region;

(g)
To advise the president of the Association on all matters concerning the WWW;

2. XIII-RA IV emphasized the importance of the implementation and further development of the WWW in Region IV to keep the WWW Programme under continuous review and to recommend adjustments in the light of Members' changing requirements as well as developments in science and technology.  It also emphasized that the WWW was an essential system for supporting the Tropical Cyclone programme in the Region, and that the WG-PIW and the Hurricane Committee were sharing significant areas of common interest.  It agreed that effective co-ordination mechanisms could enhance the output of both bodies in particular in light of the four meetings of the Hurricane Committee vis-à-vis one meeting of the WG-PIW in a WMO financial period.

3. XIII-RA IV also particularly noted some specific tasks for its WG-PIW as follows:

· In view of the ever-growing requirement for climate observations, to assess the various requirements and develop recommendations how they could best be met in the future through modifications to the RBSN and RBCN, including consideration of an increased density of the latter;

· To monitor the availability of CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP reports from GSN and GUAN stations in Region IV (in particular the Rapporteur on Regional Aspects of the GOS).  The monitoring should be performed on the basis of results of Specific MTN Monitoring, of the reports on the availability and quality of upper-air data from GUAN stations provided by ECMWF and of reports from GCOS monitoring centres in Offenbach (Germany) and Tokyo (Japan).  The Association urged Members of RA IV, which had not produced the required number of CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP reports to take remedial action.

· To investigate the reasons for deficiency of CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP reports in the Region and develop recommendations for a sustainable improvement taking into account the on-going efforts in this area within CBS, other Regional Associations and GCOS;

· To coordinate, as required, the smooth integration of the digital radar plan into the relevant regional WWW components.
Decisions and recommendations taken by CBS-Ext.(02)

4. The CBS Extraordinary session (Cairns, December 2002), noted that the Council reiterated the need for strengthening collaboration between the technical commissions and the regional associations, and encouraged arrangements for the involvement of experts from Regions in the activities of the subsidiary bodies of the technical commissions.  The Commission was satisfied with its current arrangements, which comprised the regular participation of the chairpersons of the Regional Working Groups on the WWW in sessions of the Commission, the inclusion of the Regional Rapporteurs on the component programmes of the WWW in the corresponding Implementation Coordination Teams as ex‑officio members, the regional balance in the composition of the CBS Management Group, the organization of the technical conferences together with sessions of the Commission, and a strong information policy of CBS that reached out to all members in all Regions. 

Decisions and recommendations taken by Cg-XIV

5. Fourteenth Congress (Geneva, May 2003), through adoption of Resolution 2 (Cg‑XIV) - World Weather Watch Programme for 2004-2007, stressed the role to be played by the regional associations in coordinating the WWW implementation, identifying deficiencies, specifying requirements, and planning system support projects, on a regional scale.  In particular, it invited the regional associations:

(1)
To recommend projects and procedures, as necessary, for the coordinated implementation of the WWW Programme in the Regions;

(2)
To recommend systems support and technical cooperation activities needed to assist Members in their implementation and operation of the WWW in accordance with the programme;

(3)
To keep the WWW Programme under continuous review and establish requirements for adjustments in the light of Members’ changing requirements and developments in science and technology, bearing in mind the principles and directives laid down in the plan.

6. Congress noted the progress made in the implementation of the regional components of the various WMO technical and scientific programmes, as well as in the strengthening and development of NMHSs in the various Regions.  It also noted the concerns reported by the presidents of the regional associations, which among others, are the following:

(a)
Difficulties faced by several Members in maintaining and further developing their basic meteorological and hydrological observing networks, telecommunication facilities and data processing systems;

(b)
Weak forecasting and warning systems in many countries to analyze, interpret, predict, and disseminate timely and accurate warnings on natural disaster, such as tropical cyclones, floods, sand/dust storms, drought, monsoon depressions, forest fires/haze, and other extreme weather events;

(c)
The need to develop and improve seasonal and inter-annual climate prediction capacities in various less developed NMHSs and building capabilities in Member countries for better understanding and assessment of the nature and extent of potential threats from climate change and variability, specially the impacts of sea level rise on low lying islands and countries with extensive coastlines;

(d)
The need to give further attention to the enhancement of human resources development of Members through education and training, particularly through the provision of long-term fellowships, as well as through the use of new technology including distance learning;

(e) 
Increasing trend of scarcity of fresh water and high incidents of water pollution in many countries and regions and, therefore, the need to give high priority to accelerate the development and implementation of HYCOS projects in all Regions, in particular, in RAs II and V, to contribute to the efforts of Members to address the critical issue of availability of fresh water;

(f)
The issue of commercialization/cost recovery of meteorological and hydrological services and the international exchange of meteorological and hydrological data and products and new challenges and opportunities faced by NMHSs in those areas;

(g)
The need to further enhance collaboration with relevant regional and subregional organizations, institutions and development partners in all Regions. 

7. Congress agreed that the concerns mentioned above could be effectively addressed through the implementation of the strategies developed in the various Regions to strengthen and improve their basic meteorological and hydrological facilities and services. In that regard, it gave its full support for the implementation of the World Weather Watch Strategic Plan on the Implementation and Improvement of the Basic Systems in RA I (Africa), in collaboration with New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD).  Congress also agreed to the request to update the Strategic Plan for the Enhancement of NMSs in Asia.  It also encouraged other regions to develop and implement similar strategies.  …./… Congress requested partners and VCP donors to provide assistance for the implementation of the various regional strategies.

8. Congress agreed to strengthen the various regional specialized centres including ACMAD, ASEAN, CIIFEN, DMCs and others to assist Members in their efforts to improve their climate prediction and early warning capabilities of extreme events, as well as to help them address issues of climate change, related environmental issues and sustainable development. 

9. Congress adopted the Sixth Long-term Plan 2004-2011, which is posted on the WMO Web site.  Congress gave its full support to the priorities of regional associations as given in the Sixth Long-term Plan, as well as to their work programme during the fourteenth financial period, as highlighted in the reports of the presidents of the regional associations. It also agreed that the regional associations should give special attention to the improvement of the capacities of NMHSs in seasonal and interannual climate prediction through the enhancement of technical cooperation activities between WMO and the regional organizations and institutions in various Regions.

Decisions and recommendations taken by EC-LVI

10. The Council noted that the Composite Observing System for the North Atlantic (COSNA), in its plenary meeting held in August 2003, decided to end its programme and to incorporate its future activities into the EUCOS Programme of EUMETNET.  It was noted with satisfaction that the Scientific Evaluation Group of COSNA would continue to make important studies and contributions to the redesign of the GOS within the working structure of CBS.  The Council thanked all the Members who had contributed financially and in kind over many years to facilitate the work of COSNA, which had resulted in strengthened land and sea-based observing systems in that geographic region.  It also thanked the Secretary-General for the effective Secretariat support it had provided to COSNA according to Resolution 5 (EC-XLII).

11. The Council noted with appreciation that CBS was planning some modifications to its working structure to take into account the WMO Space Programme in its future work programme, since Congress had assigned CBS the lead responsibility for that Programme, and to support and cooperate with THORPEX.  In that connection the Council stressed the important inputs that THORPEX was expected to make to the GOS redesign activities and welcomed the coordinated efforts of CAS and CBS in the organization and implementation of observing systems envisaged by THORPEX.  CBS also needed to address other new challenges and tasks such as the WWW contributions to the International Polar Year 2007-2008 and the Earth Observation Summit and Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) (see agenda item 13.4). The Council also agreed that the thirteenth session of the Commission could be postponed by a few months, but not later than February 2005, in order to ensure better preparation of several high-priority projects and comprehensive conclusions and recommendations to the Council.  The Council realized that some of the important CBS activities would depend on additional financial resources.

12. With respect to the future work of the Commission, the Council endorsed the view expressed by the Acting president on the main issues and challenges that faced CBS.  Those included the following issues:

· Promote individual and multilateral efforts of Members, including VCP and other support, to rehabilitate and strengthen observational programmes in the regions concerned;

· Continue the redesign of the GOS, including the optimization of various mixes of observing sub-systems in the composite GOS, adaptable observing programmes, and taking into account relevant outcomes of the EOS/GEO initiative;

· Achieve the full implementation of the Improved MTN and upgrade of the GTS through cost-effective techniques, particularly in developing regions and areas with adverse conditions;
· Progress the development of the FWIS, including the evolution of the GTS towards the FWIS backbone;

· Promote the utilization of relevant international industry standards for the GTS, FWIS and Data Management, and the coordinated use of the Internet; 

· Protect radiofrequency allocations for meteorological and related environmental activities, including relevant space-based systems;

· Further develop WMO metadata standards, in coordination with other WMO Programmes and in collaboration with ISO;

· Pursue the migration to table-driven code forms, including related training activities;

· Enhance WWW monitoring to cover data and products in binary forms;

· Increase the operational use of EPS products for forecasting high-impact weather; 

· Develop methodology and procedures to enhance the use of available NWP products to meet the user requirements for forecasts and advisories of high-impact weather; 

· Further develop the Global Producing Centres for long-range forecast products including related verification schemes; 

· Modernize and expand the ERA to meet new user requirements and to include other environmental emergencies with large-scale atmospheric pollution;

· Contribute to the development of the WMO Quality Management Framework.

_______________


