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ITEM  3.1

ENGLISH only


STATUS OF WWW IMPLEMENTATION AND OPERATION

Observing System (GOS)
(Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and Purpose of the Document

The document contains information on the status of operation/implementation of the Global Observing System (GOS) in Region IV.

ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to consider the status of the operation of the Global Observing System in Region IV together with the report of the Rapporteur on Regional Aspects of the GOS.  It is invited to develop appropriate recommendations to enhance the relevant observing systems to meet regional and global requirements.

__________________

DISCUSSION

SURFACE-BASED SUBSYSTEM OF THE GOS

Regional Basic Synoptic Network (RBSN)

1. Since the last session of RA IV/WG/PIW (2004) and in accordance with the decision of the fourteenth session of RA IV (San Jose, Costa Rica, 5 - 13 April 2005), the number of surface stations has increased to 535 stations (512 in 2004) while the number of upper-air stations decreased to 136 stations (143 in 2004).  The current RBSN consists of a total of 696 stations (including 25 automatic marine stations) out of which 193 stations (100 in 2004) are AWSs, an increase of 93% during the intersessional period.  It should be also noted that the overall status of implementation of the RBSN remained stable at 90 per cent for surface observations and 95 per cent for upper-air observations. 

Regional Basic Climatological Network (RBCN)

2. As with the RBSN, during the intersessional period the number of climatological stations in the RBCN has increased to 315 (298 in 2004) CLIMAT reporting stations and 85 (58 in 2004) CLIMAT TEMP reporting stations.  The level of implementation of the RBCN has also shown a positive increase up to 89% (69% in 2004) in CLIMAT reporting and 76% (38% in 2004) in CLIMAT TEMP reporting.

Review of the Manual of the GOS (Volume II), Regional Aspects

3. The session is invited to start action in reviewing the Manual on the Global Observing System (WMO-No. 544), Volume II, Regional Aspects to incorporate changes and developments in the GOS performance in RA IV taking into account new elements including a) the use of objective criteria regarding the arrangements and the procedures of revising, updating and amending the RBSN; b) the use of in situ observing systems (AMDAR, AWSs, etc.); c) the composition and the best practices of the GCOS stations (GSN and GUAN); d) the concept and the composition of the RBCN; e) the space-based subsystem and the migration to MSG and f) the instruments and methods of observation programmes (IMOP).  Updates accomplished by RA V, RA VI and most recently RA I in their respective regional entry for the Manual on the GOS, Volume II, and the existing version are available on the website http://www.wmo.int/web/www/OSY/Manuals_GOS.html
Land surface data quality monitoring

4. The quality of land-surface reporting in the region continues to fluctuate each year where the number of ‘suspect’ stations remained constantly between 21 and 19 stations.  The lead centre for RA IV - RSMC Montreal, is compiling six-monthly consolidated lists of suspect stations (stations reporting erroneous data) since 1990.  The WMO Secretariat on receipt of the quality monitoring report distributes the report among Members concerned with a request to make an investigation and to correct any possible cause of error in accordance with para 22 of the Manual on the GDPS (WMO-No. 485).  A WMO web site to support data quality monitoring is available at http://www.wmo.ch/web/www/DPS/Monitoring-home/mon-index.htm. 

 Impact of New Instrumentation on the GOS

5. Following the issue of the ‘questionnaire on the Impact of New Instrumentation on the GOS’ in early 2006, there had been a poor response (globally 47 Members 25% of WMO Members), despite the importance attached to the questionnaire.  Only 4 Members from RA IV responded.  This makes the findings of the survey only to be indicative and not definitive.  It is proposed to adopt slightly revised TORs and secure agreement to gain additional information (those who had already responded would only have to confirm updates to their responses).  This further initiative would involve the Regional Rapporteurs / Co-ordinators and Centres of Excellence (for space matters) in seeking to extend the number of responses.
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