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INFORMATION FOR DELEGATES (REVISED)
attending the

Fourth Session of the Working Group on 
 Planning and Implementation of the World Weather Watch in Region V 
Apia, Samoa, 30 November – 3 December 2005

and the

 
Fourth Technical Conference on Management of Meteorological and Hydrological Services in Regional Association V (South West Pacific)

Apia, Samoa, 5 – 9 December 2005

1.
schedule of the working group session and of the conference


The Fourth Session of the Working Group on Planning and Implementation of the WWW in Region V and the Fourth Technical Conference on Management of Meteorological Services in Regional Association V (South-West Pacific) will be held in Apia, Samoa from 30 November to 3 December 2005 and from 5 to 9 December 2005 respectively. The venue of the Working Group session and the Conference will be at the Hotel Kitano Tusitala. The Working Group session will open at 9:30 a.m. on 30 November 2005.  The Conference official opening ceremony will commence at 9:15 a.m. on 5 December 2005 at Samoa Ports Authority Conference room.

2.
Registration

Registration will begin at 8:00 a.m. on 30 November and 5 December 2005 respectively.  A registration desk will be located at the Conference venue.
3.
Working language

The Working Group session and the Conference will be conducted in English.

4.
Entry requirements

Visitors to Samoa do not require a visa but they must have a valid passport and a return or onward ticket for stays up to 30 days. For more that 30 days an entry permit must be obtained from the Samoa Immigration Division of the Ministry of the Prime Minister and Cabinet.
5.
Reception on arrival

Provided flight details are made available to the Local Organizing Committee (LOC) at least two (2) weeks before arrival, arrangements will be made for participants to be met at the arrival gate and transported to the hotel. Every effort will be made to meet all participants on arrival. However, should difficulties arise due to problematic flight connections to Samoa, taxi services are readily available from the airport. The taxi rate from the airport to the hotels in Apia is approximately WST40 = US$20.
6.
ACCOMMODATION

A list of hotels in Apia follows for information:

(i)
Aggie Grey’s Hotel:


Standard room (air condition)


ST$335 = US$126.50

Garden Bungalow (air condition)


ST$335 = US$126.50

New Wing Room (air condition)


ST$475 = US$180.00

   Swimming pool, Restaurant, Bar and Spa
Website: http://www.pacific-resort.com/samoa/aggie-greys/index.html
(ii)
Hotel Kitano Tusitala


Garden room (air condition)



ST$325 = US$122.00

Superior room (air condition)


ST$445 = US$168.00

Family suite (air condition)



ST$445 = US$168.00

Suite (air condition)




ST$795 = US$300.00
  Swimming pool, Tennis court, Restaurant and Bar
Wesite: http://www.pacific-resorts.com/samoa/hotel-kitana/index.html
(iii)
Outrigger Hotel

Standard rooms (air condition or fan)

ST$100 = US$38.00

Private room (air condition or fan)


ST$150 = US$57.00
  Swimming pool and rates include breakfast
Website: www.pacific-resorts.com.samoa/outrigger-hotel/index.html
(iv)
Pasefika Inn

Standard room




ST$160 = US$60.00

Superior





ST$175 = US$66.00
  Bar
Website: http://www.pacific-resorts.com/samoa/pasefika/index.html
(v)
Apia Lodge

Standard rooms (air condition or fan)

ST$180 = US$68.00
Website: http://www.pacific-resorts.com/samoa/apia-lodge/index.html
(vi)
Vaiala Beach Cottages

Cottage (Self contained)



ST$190 = US$72.00
Website: www.pacific-resorts.com/samoa/vaiala/index.html
All hotels are about 45 minutes by vehicle from the airport.
7.
Hotel reservation

Participants are requested to make their hotel reservation through Mr. Sagato Tuiafiso, Chairman of the Local Organizing Committee of the Conference or directly with the hotel and please specify that you are requesting WMO Conference room rate. Delegates should note that hotel accounts should be settled directly with the hotel.

8.
Foreign exchange

The currency of Samoa is Tala with an approximately estimate value being: US$1 = ST$2.65
9.
Climate
Climatological normals for the month of December are as follows:
Samoa has two seasons. The wet season – November to April, and the drier season – May to October. In general, the weather remains warm with average temperature in Apia of 27( C. Relative humidity remains high for much of the year.
Climatological normals for the month of December in Apia are as follows:
Weather Elements/Data
Maximum Temperature =30.5 °C 
Minimum Temperature = 23.8 °C
Humidity =79.0 %

Pressure =1009.9
Rainfall  = 357.5 mm
Number of rainy days = 20
Number of Days with Thunderstorm = no data
Prevailing Wind Direction/Speed (mps) = ESE/3-10kts
10.
Information
For any further information please do not hesitate to contact the WMO Secretariat or the Sub-regional Office for the South-West Pacific based in Apia, Samoa:
Mr. Henry K. Taiki
Programme Officer
P O Box 3044
Apia, Samoa
Telephone: (685) 25706 (Office) and (685) 7773080
Facsimile: (685) 25771
E-mail: htaiki@wmo.int
 or 
The Chairman of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC), Mr. Sagato Tuiafiso, and members of the LOC:

Telephone: 

(685) 20855 / 20856 (Office)

Mobile telephone:
(685) 7772456
Facsimile: 

(685) 20857
E-mail: 

sagato@meteorology.gov.ws
Mr. Dean Solofa

Telephone: 

(685) 20855 / 20856 (Office)

Facsimile: 

(685) 20857
E-mail: 

dsolofa@meteorology.gov.ws
Ms. Masina Ngau Chun

Telephone: 

(685) 20855 / 20856 (Office)

Facsimile: 

(685) 20857
E-mail: 

m_ngauchun@meteorology.gov.ws
