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ITEM  5.4

ENGLISH only


REGIONAL ASPECTS OF THE WWW COMPONENTS, PWS PROGRAMME AND SUPPORT FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING REPORTS BY THE RAPPORTEURS

Operational Information Service (OIS) 

 (Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and Purpose of the Document

The document contains information about the WWW Operational Information Services.

ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to consider the information provided and to develop recommendations to improve the exchange of operational information, in particular between RA V Members.

Operational Information Service
1. The objective of the Operational Information System (OIS) is to collect from, and distribute to, WMO Members and WWW centres detailed and up-to-date information on facilities, services and products made available in the day-to-day operation of the WWW.  An important goal is to make available the updated information on the WMO server and to provide interactive on-line access services.
2. The WMO Secretariat posts versions of Volumes A, C1, C2 and D of Weather Reporting (WMO-No. 9) as well as the International List of Selected, Supplementary and Auxiliary Ships (WMO-No. 47) on the WMO server at http://www.wmo.int/web/www/ois/ois-home.htm.  That OIS home page also includes links to other operational information such as the catalogue of radiosondes, the lists of RBSN and RBCN stations, the routeing catalogues of bulletins, monitoring reports, and information on additional data and products as defined in Resolution 40 (Cg-XII) — WMO policy and practice for the exchange of meteorological and related data and products including guidelines on relationships in commercial meteorological activities.

3. The Secretariat dispatches the WMO Publication No. 9 on CD-ROM once a year.  The Operational Newsletter of the WWW and Marine Meteorological Services is distributed via electronic mail every month. 

4. The Information on the Data Processing and Forecast Systems is available on a yearly basis in the WWW Technical Progress Report on the GDPS on the WMO server.  Further information on the processed information exchanged on the GTS is available in Volume C1 - Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins.  Fourteenth Congress agreed to delete Volume B of Publication No. 9 from the list of WMO Mandatory Publications.  

5. With respect to the Volume C1 – Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins, WMC/RTH Melbourne is using the data base procedures for the maintenance of the part of Volume C1 related to Region V.  
6. Volume C2 of WMO Publication No. 9 contains the transmission programmes of the distribution systems of the GTS (satellite distribution systems, RTT and radio-facsimile broadcasts).  In order to avoid unnecessary duplication of information, in particular with Volume D and routeing catalogues of RTHs, CBS-Ext.(02) agreed on new format for the presentation of the information in Volume C2, that should contain the identification and the technical specifications of each data distribution system and a summary of the transmission programmes. The countries in Region V (Australia, New Zealand, Hawaii (USA)), that included information in Volume C2, have not yet implemented these new formats. 

7. Each RTH should prepare a routeing catalogue, update it monthly if possible, but not less than every three months, and make it accessible by the other GTS centres, in particular by its associated NMCs.  In Region V, WMC/RTH Melbourne has made its routeing catalogue available on the Internet (see http://www.bom.gov.au/inside/cosb/stan/). 
8. Fourteenth Congress agreed that an important goal was to facilitate the access to the information through interactive on-line access services.  A project for the interactive on-line access to Volume C1 is being developed by the Secretariat.  A demonstration of the application is available from http://alto-stratus.wmo.int/WWWOIS/.  

