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INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND SERVICES
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Summary and Purpose of the Document

The document contains the report of the Co-cordinator for western and central Europe of the Sub-group on Regional Aspects of the Information Systems and Services.
ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to consider the report of the Co-cordinator for western and central Europe of the Sub-group on Regional Aspects of the Information Systems and Services.

__________________

Status of the RMTN in Region VI

1. The majority of the RMTN links within the Western part of Region VI now run over RMDCN, and use TCP/IP as the data transport protocol. During the initial deployment of RMDCN, several countries elected to use X.25 for international links utilising the XOT (X.25 over TCP/IP) protocol. The number of such links has gradually decreased as countries have migrated to using either FTP or IP sockets. The XOT links proved difficult to establish, and it is still recommended that the XOT links be converted to use TCP/IP protocols as soon as possible. Experience gained during the move of the UK Met Office has shown that links that run using TCP/IP protocols are much simpler to change and maintain than those that use X.25 and XOT. 

2. There are now 33 members of RA VI connected to the RMDCN; the details of which are given in the paper as submitted by the chairman of the Steering Group on the RMDCN. The RMDCN has proved to be a reliable and effective means of providing an RMTN within RA VI.

3. A diagram showing the current status of the RMTN in Region VI is given at Appendix, Figures 1 and 2

Future WMO Information System

4. The future WMO Information System, as agreed by CBS, includes the concepts of  Global Information System Centres to replace the roles of the RTHs, and an improved MTN to distribute the information held by the GISCs. RA VI has been involved in both the improved MTN and the development of a GISC to be sited within RA VI

GISC

5. The United Kingdom, France and Germany are developing the concept of a virtual GISC (V‑GISC). An ad-hoc group comprising representatives from the 3 countries is working to develop proposals to implement such a system. They have expanded to include the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecast (ECMWF) and the European Organisation for the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites (EUMETSAT) who would act as Data Collection or Product Centres (DCPCs).

6. In addition the V-GISC group is also considering ways to make the best and most economical use of the underlying communications cloud of direct links, satellite and ground links. To this end DWD has proposed extending EUMETCast to be a RA VI data distribution system.
Improved MTN

7. The Improved MTN comprises of a series of interconnected telecommunications clouds. The RMDCN is one of these Clouds and as such, and as agreed, now includes countries not within RA VI. Japan is currently discussing contractual issues with Equant and hopes to be connected to the RMDCN by the end of the year. This will increase the connectivity between RMDCN and the Atlantic/Asian cloud, as the UK and Japan are members of both ‘clouds’
8. The Atlantic/Asian cloud will connect MTN centres in Regions II,  IV, V and VI. That is the United Kingdom, the United States of America, Australia and Japan, and will use the BT Ignite network. Links have already been established between Australia-UK, Australia – Japan and USA – Japan. The existing GTS link between the UK and the USA has yet to move onto a BT Ignite connection.
RMTN Changes

9. During 2002 and 2003, the United Kingdom Met Office moved its Headquarters from Bracknell to Exeter. The migration of systems and communication links is still under way, but operations are now run from Exeter. Despite the complex IT move, the move has gone well and business continuity has been protected through the move.

10.  As part of the move to Exeter the Bracknell MDD uplink broadcast was transferred to Toulouse. The MDD broadcast is now uplinked from Rome and Toulouse only.
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