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Summary and Purpose of the Document

The document contains information on the use of DVB Broadcasts within the framework of the VGISC project in Region VI.
ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to consider the harmonisation of the European DVB Services, in particular within the framework of the VGISC project in Region VI.

__________________

3.3 
 Information Systems and Services

3.3.3 DVB Broadcasts by EUMETSAT (EUMETCast)

Introduction

In a letter to the Director-General of EUMETSAT dated 8 May 2003 the Deutscher Wetterdienst proposes the extension of the DVB (Digital Video Broadcast) on the basis of EUMETSAT’s multicast data distribution service (EUMETCast) for the transmission of basic meteorological observation and forecast data for users in WMO RA VI.

The request was triggered by the deliberations at the meeting of the V-GISC steering committee on 6-7 May 2003 in Bracknell. The request of the German delegation was presented to the 53rd Council Meeting in June 2003. The Council decided to defer the request for discussion at the relevant subsidiary Delegate Bodies. The forthcoming PAC meeting at EUMETSAT, end of October 2003, will have a further discussion on this item. The considerations of requirements by the RA VI Working Group on the Planning and Implementation of the WWW  and the definition of  the content of the BMD (Basic Meteorological Data) channel will play an important role in this process. A formal proposal of the requirements of the RA VI users should be submitted to the EUMETSAT subsidiary delegate bodies.

Technical Aspects

The EUMETCast  transmission service will play an active part in the further development of the Future WMO Information System establishing the V-GISC project in RA VI. The technical integration of the RA VI Basic Meteorological Data channel on EUMETCast is uncritical and should include a transmission channel of about 1 Mb/s for the distribution of basic meteorological information in addition to the currently satellite data broadcast channel. By allocating the necessary additional bandwidth and setting up the appropriate service directory structure the required services can easily be added.

On the user side the same reception station can be used to receive the original and and additional EUMETCast services. The administration of the users will be performed by EUMETSAT. The BMD data flow would be provided by one of the RA VI V-GISC nodes .

Conclusion

The RA VI Working Group on the Planning and Implementation of the WWW should support the process of harmonisation of the European DVB-services, as continued under the auspices of the V-GISC project. The EUMETCast services will improve the satellite data dissemination for all users in RA VI. It is necessary that the content of the basic meteorological data channel will be co-ordinated by the RA VI Working Group for all RA VI users.
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