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Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains the draft work plan for the Sub-group on Regional Aspects of the DPFS in RA VI 


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to take the content of this document into consideration. 

References:

Implementation coordination team on data processing and forecasting systems (ICT-DPFS) meeting Toulouse, France, 29 may - 2 june 2006.

Draft work plan for the Sub-group on Regional Aspects of the DPFS in RA VI

1. Severe weather operational awareness and disaster mitigation

1.1   The DPFS group note that the European EMMA project is an efficient way:

· to strengthen links between NMHSs on the subject of severe weather awareness

· to present to the general public information needed to prepare for extreme weather events.  

It is recommended that as many as volunteer RAVI NMHSs join the EMMA project, with support (if needed) of  NMHSs having experience of such severe weather warning systems. 

1.2 It is recommended that NMHSs worked to pursue coupling of atmospheric and hydrologic forecasts and models, in order to improve severe flooding warning systems. 

1.3 The DPFS group note that new members of European Union may soon benefit from EU development funds and programs. To take advantage of this opportunity, it is recommended that these new members work on setting up projects related to severe weather warnings and disaster mitigation, to be submitted to EU financement, with support (if needed) of  NMHSs having experience of such projects.

2. Global models operated in RAVI 

The group notes that the quality of the forecasts of global models will benefit from European METOP’s embarqued instruments. It is recommended that EUMETSAT and most advanced NMHSs set up training workshops for forecasters and scientists to use full benefit of that new data. 

3. Limited area models in RAVI

The DPFS group notes that the collaboration both between and within HIRLAM and ALADIN consortium is fruitfull, and recommends that RAVI NMHSs join such type of consortiums,  to benefit from cooperative code development and shared scientific methodologies including data assimilation of high resolution observations,  common standards for models inputs and outputs, common standards for model monitoring and software maintenance.

4. Environmental emergency response RSMCs  (EER RSMC) with atmospheric modelisation capability 

The DPFS group notes that the collaboration between AIEA and EER RSMC, and between RSMCs   is fruitful and enhanced NMHSs visibility.

The group recommend that RSMCs pursue these efforts of setting standards:

· for products visualization, 

· for EER models inputs and outputs, 

· for products distribution, using common web sites and modern dissemination tools,

It is also recommended that RSMCs work toward this ensemble approach and cooperate to exchange numeric outputs of their products in an appropriate format.  

Noting that tools used for nuclear and radiological accidents may be successfully applied to other hazardous airbone materials, as it has ben demonstrated during Buncefield fuel fire in December 2005, where RSMC Exeter forecasted fuel fire plume trajectory, the DPFS group recommend that NMHSs and RSMCs use their modelisation tools to forecast hazardous airborne materials dispersion. 

5. Capacity building

It is recommended that NMHSs and centre having appropriate capacity continue to support capacity building on global and local models and severe weather warning systems, in not so advanced NMHSs

· by encouraging scientist visiting programmes, 

· by exchanges of forecasters, 

· by attendance to training workshops.

