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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. OPENING OF THE SESSION
At the kind invitation of the Permanent Representative of France with WMO, the Sixth Session of the Working Group on Planning and Implementation of the WWW in Region VI (Europe) will be held at Toulouse (France) from 15 to 19 September 2008. The session will start at 9:30 in the Météopole of Méteo-France.
2. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
2.1. Adoption of the Agenda

The session will be invited to adopt the agenda of the session.

2.2. Working arrangements

Under this item, the Working Group will agree on the details concerning the organization of its work, including working hours. The Session will be conducted in English. The pre-session and in-session documentation will be in provided in English only. The Secretariat will post the documents on the following Web page, which includes the documentation plan:

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/Planning-Impl/RA-6/2008_Toulouse/documents.html. 
As indicated in this Web page, the authors of the documents are invited to submit their documents before 12 August 2008. Documents should be prepared in English, preferably in MSWord or PDF format, and should be sent to the WMO Secretariat at the e-mail address pkerherve@wmo.int.

.
3. REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE WORKING GROUP
This report will present the activities of the working group since its re-establishment by the fourteenth session of RA VI in September 2005.  Points requiring detailed study raised in the report will be discussed under relevant agenda items.
4. CONSIDERATION OF THE DECISIONS 
· of the fourteenth Session of the RA-VI

· CBS Extra-ordinary Session (2006)
· Fifteenth Congress and EC-LIX and EC-LX including requirements for WWW support to other programmes
· Task Team on the RA VI Strategic Plan and Action Plan, including the presentation of the Strategic plan for the enhancement of meteorological and hydrological services in Region VI 
5. STATUS OF WWW IMPLEMENTATION AND OPERATION
The session will review the present status of WWW implementation and operation of the GOS, GTS and GDPFS in Region VI. The session will be informed of the results of the monitoring of the WWW co-ordinated by the Secretariat, in particular as regards the availability of SYNOP, TEMP, CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP reports from RBSN and RBCN stations.  

6. REGIONAL ASPECTS OF THE WWW COMPONENTS, PWS PROGRAMME AND SUPPORT FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING REPORTS BY THE CO-ORDINATORS
The co-ordinators of the sub-group on Regional Aspects of the IOS, ISS, DPFS and PWS, the rapporteur on the Regional Table-driven Code Forms Migration Plan and the co-ordinator of the Ad Hoc Group on WW-related Cooperation Activities will present their reports. The working Group will particularly be invited to review the status of action included in the work plan (see http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/Planning-Impl/RA-6/2008_Toulouse/Work%20Plan-WG-PIW%20Jan07%20update%20Dec%202007.doc) and to develop recommendations for further action under each of the following sub-items.
6.1 Integrated Observing Systems (IOS)

6.2 Information Systems and Services (ISS)

6.3 Data-Processing and Forecasting Systems (DPFS)

6.4 Operational Information Service (OIS)

6.5 Public Weather Services (PWS)

6.6 WWW-related Cooperation Activities

7. NEW DEVELOPMENTS
7.1 WMO integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS): development and implementation plan

The working group will review the development and Implementation plan of the WMO integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS) and will develop recommendations on the possible contributions of RA VI in this plan.

7.2 Development and Implementation of the new WMO Information System 
The working group will review the development and Implementation of the WMO Information System (WIS) in Region VI, in particular that of the Virtual GISC (VGISC), taking due account of the regional requirements. The working group will develop appropriate recommendations.
7.3 INSPIRE and GMES: Standardization and access to environment related information
Cg-XV noted initiatives aiming at standardizing the presentation and exchange of spatial Information, which embedded meteorological data, such as INSPIRE of the European Union, and it stressed the need to ensure that the requirements of the WMO Programmes and the relevant WMO systems and standards were recognized by those initiatives. The UK Met Office represents RA VI in the INSPIRE work programmes. XIV-RA VI requested the working group to keep the development of the INSPIRE initiative under review. The working group is therefore invited to review the development of the INSPIRE initiative and develop appropriate recommendations.

7.4 The RA VI Strategic Plan

The working group will consider the aspects of the RA VI Strategic Plan, that are relevant to its activities, will identify tasks which are crucial to the future action plan and develop appropriate recommendations. 
8. FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME
The working group will define its major tasks for the remainder of the period up to the fifteenth session of RA VI scheduled in Brussels from 16 to 24 September 2009.
9. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

