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	Summary and purpose of document

This document includes information on the status and development of the Operational Information Service (OIS).




ACTION PROPOSED

The working group is invited to consider the status and development of the Operational Information Service (OIS).  The working group may in particular wish to invite RA VI Members to keep reviewing and updating the operational information (see in particular paragraphs 5, 6 and7).

_________

DISCUSSION

1. The objective of the Operational Information Service (OIS) is to collect from, and distribute to WMO Members and WWW Centres a detailed and up-to-date information on the facilities, services and products made available in the day-to-day operation of the WWW. 

2. The following operational information is posted on the WMO server under http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ois/ois-home.htm:
· WMO No. 9, Volume A - Observing Stations 

· Catalogue of Radiosondes and upper-air wind systems in use by Members 

· Regional basic synoptic and climatological networks 

· WMO No. 9, Volume C1 - Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins 

· WMO No. 9, Volume C2 - Transmission programmes 

· Routeing catalogues of bulletins 

· Monitoring Reports (quality and quantity)

· WMO No. 9, Volume D - Information for Shipping 

· WMO No. 47 - International List of Selected, Supplementary and Auxiliary ships 

· Operational Newsletter on the World Weather Watch and Marine Meteorological Services 

· Additional data and products as defined in Resolution 40 (Cg-XII)
Best practices for the management of the operational information are available from the WMO server
3. Following a request by CBS-EXT. (02) and evolving requirements over the last couple of years, the Secretariat initiated the development and implementation of a revised version of Volume A - Observing Stations.  The revised Volume A with interactive web access, developed using the Catalogue Report Forming System (CATREP) software which applies the functions and operations of the Web Feature Service defined in ISO 19143, is currently implemented as a standalone oracle application within the Secretariat for testing purposes.  A decision on the full implementation of the application within the Secretariat or in a host country is expected to be taken during the upcoming CBS/OPAG-IOS/ICT-IOS session (see www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/OSY/Meetings/ICT-IOS5/DocPlan.html).

4. With respect to the Volume C1 – Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins, fourteen MTN centres (Algiers, Beijing, Brasilia, Buenos Aires, Dakar, Exeter, Melbourne, Moscow, New Delhi, Offenbach, Prague, Sofia, Tokyo and Toulouse) are using the data base procedures for maintenance of their own parts of Volume C1.  
The MTN centres located in Region VI have taken the necessary action.  

5. Volume C2 of WMO Publication No. 9 contains the transmission programmes of the distribution systems of the GTS (satellite distribution systems, RTT and radio-facsimile broadcasts).  In order to avoid unnecessary duplication of information, in particular with Volume D and routeing catalogues of RTHs, CBS-EXT.(02) agreed that Volume C2 should contain the identification and the technical specifications of each data distribution system and a summary of the transmission programmes. The Secretariat invited Members operating the GTS centres concerned to include the lists of bulletins transmitted through distribution systems in their routeing catalogues and to continue providing updates on data distribution systems as well as a summary of the transmission programmes in an electronic format to be included in Volume C2.  The status of Volume C2 for Region VI is given in Table A. Several entries appear obsolete. The information contained in Volume C2 relevant to Region VI is not satisfactory since its content is not presented in the format agreed by CBS and parts of the content are obsolete or incomplete. The meeting may wish to propose inviting the RA VI Members to update Volume C2 accordingly, in particular as regards satellite distribution systems.
6. Each RTH should prepare a routeing catalogue and make it accessible by the other GTS centres, in particular by its associated NMCs. The routeing directory should be updated monthly if possible, but not less than every three months. The status of updating of the routeing catalogues by RTHs in Region VI as at August 2008 is as follows:  

	RTH
	Date of last updating

	Exeter
	01/05/2008

	Moscow
	24/03/2008

	Norrköping
	12/03/2008

	Offenbach
	14/11/2007

	Prague
	14/02/2008

	Sofia
	17/04/2007

	Toulouse
	01/07/2008 (monthly)


The periodicity of updating the routeing catalogues is not satisfactory. RTHs Rome and Vienna had not made available their routeing catalogues. The meeting may wish to invite the RTHs in Regions VI to fully implement the procedures for preparing and updating their routeing catalogues, and to make them available preferably from their web sites.
7. Fourteenth Congress noted with satisfaction that the Secretariat had established a data quality monitoring Index Page on the WMO server (see http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPS/Monitoring-home/mon-participating-centres.htm) with links to Web sites containing the quality monitoring information.  Congress invited all the quality monitoring centres to provide the Secretariat with the relevant URL addresses of their Web sites and their subsequent updates.  The meeting may wish to invite RSMCs Exeter and Offenbach to provide the URL addresses to the Secretariat.
8. Fourteenth Congress agreed that an important goal was to facilitate the access to the information through interactive on-line access services. An interactive on-line access to Volume C1 is available from http://192.91.247.60/wwwois/index.html .

9. The Annual WWW Technical Progress Report on the Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) and the Annual Numerical Weather Prediction (NWP) Progress Report have been combined into one, starting with the report for the year 2005 (see http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPFS/ProgressReports/index.html.  This new combined annual publication serves as a means of updating the rapidly evolving facilities, research and services being implemented at GDPFS/NWP Centres as requirements and technology advance.  It also provides to operational experts and researchers up-to-date information on the status of implementation of operational equipment and related facilities including analysis-forecast systems at the GDPFS/NWP Centres, as well as their research and development efforts in the area of understanding of physical processes, models and techniques for operational numerical weather prediction
Table A

Entries in Volume C2 - TRANSMISSION PROGRAMMES
Chapter 1 - 
Data distribution systems via satellites (e.g. FAX-E, MDD, RETIM, WEFAX)

Chapter 2 - 
Radio broadcast of alphanumeric information

Chapter 3 - 
Radio-facsimile broadcast

	Country
	Centre / Service
	DATE OF LAST UPDATE
	Remarks

	
	
	Chapter 1
	Chapter 2
	Chapter 3
	

	Denmark
	Skamlebaek (KØBENHAVN) (55°48'N; 011°25'E)
	
	
	24/06/2003
	Not in the format agreed by CBS

	France
	RETIM 2000
	26/10/2007
	
	
	

	Germany
	Offenbach (Main)-Hamburg/Pinneberg (broadcast for shipping)
	
	
	22/02/2008
	Not in the format agreed by CBS

	Greece
	Athinai
	
	
	20/02/2008
	Not in the format agreed by CBS

	Italy
	Roma
	
	2/6/2000
	2006
	Not in the format agreed by CBS

	Poland
	Warszawa
	
	15/3/1982
	
	Not in the format agreed by CBS

	Romania
	Bucarest
	
	10/2/1986
	
	Not in the format agreed by CBS

	Russian Federation
	Moscow, Programme 1
	
	1/3/1986
	2006
	Deletion from Volume C2 to be confirmed

	Russian Federation
	Moscow, Programme 2
	
	1/3/1986
	
	Deletion from Volume C2 to be confirmed

	Russian Federation
	Murmansk
	
	
	2006
	Not in the format agreed by CBS

	Turkey
	Ankara
	
	1/1/1995
	
	Not in the format agreed by CBS

	UK
	Bracknell
	
	1/2/1995
	
	Not in the format agreed by CBS

	UK
	Fleet Weather and Oceanographic Centre (FWOC), Northwood
	
	
	2006
	Not in the format agreed by CBS


