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1.
This report provides a progress report on the PWS activities agreed in the work plan of the RA VI Working Group on Planning and Implementation of the WWW, which met in Langen, 23-25 January 2007.
2.
The PWS Sub-Group met in Langen between the 29th-31st August 2007.  Minutes of this meeting can be found at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/amp/pwsp/Langen2007Report_en.htm
3.
The next meeting of the Sub-Group is scheduled for October 2008 in Finland.

4.
Activities discussed at the Sub-Group meeting in Langen in support of the WG-PIW Work Plan/specific (Page 15-17 refers) are as follows:

4a
 EDUCATION & TRAINING: A questionnaire has been prepared and circlulated within RA VI (Action 1a/1b/2a/2b refers)
ACTION: COMPLETE
The questionnaire has not yet been analysed and no report has yet been submitted to WG-PIW (Action 1c/2c).
 ACTION: ONGOING
4b.
METEOALARM.  The Sub-Group continue to support the development of Meteoalarm and seeks to ensure that its development is consistent with the cross-border exchange of warnings. The Sub-Group recommended that the Meteoalarm project should seek to encourage feedback from end users and encouraged the Project to try to achieve harmonisation of thresholds of warnings (this is most likely to be achieved through the use of impact based return periods). 

EUMETNET have agreed that this Project should continue.
ACTION: The Sub-Group will continue to monitor developments of Meteoalarm.
4c.
VERIFICATION: FMI presented to the Sub-Group on how FMI verifies warnings over sea areas. UKMO demonstrated how UKMO verifies flash warnings of severe weather in the UK. Additionally DWD and UKMO presented how public information is collected to assess the perception of the benefits of severe weather warning and forecasts. The Sub-Group agreed that whilst it is important to verify the accuracy of warnings it is also important to measure and understand the perception of the end-users of the service.
DWD continues to verify the forecast made available by the NMHSs which are made available vie the WMO website. 
ACTION: The Sub-Group recognises the need to verify forecast and warnings but also recognises the importance of ascertaining public perception and will continue to discuss this topic at the next meeting. This may be part of the wider topic for the Sub-Group into socio-economic benefits of the PWS.
4d.
HEIGHTENING THE VISIBILITY OF NMHSs. UKMO demonstrated how it interacts with both the UK Government and the public through the use of a structured communications plan. The aim of this plan is both to raise awareness with the public and emergency response community (through the attendance at conferences, workshops and organising events etc) but also by integrating itself into the policy setting areas of government. The Sub-Group will consider to consider how to integrate this approach along with verification activity as part of a new work stream (for the next meeting) to consider socio-economic benefits of the PWS. ACTION: ONGOING. 
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