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( Submitted by JMA )
	Summary and the Purpose of the Document

The document provides information on results of communication tests of Tsunami Watch Information carried out by Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA).



ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to review the information and consideration presented in the document.

Communication Test of Tsunami Watch Information

1. Objectives

    　JMA conducts communication test of Tsunami Watch Information (TWI) in order to ensure communication link with focal points of TWI on a quarterly basis.   

2. Test Procedures

JMA sends a test message to focal points by GTS, E-mail and facsimile.  The focal points would acknowledge the message from JMA.  JMA sends advance notification to the focal points generally one week prior to the test.  The test message to be transmitted through GTS contains a TWI dummy message with the following statement, which is added to avoid unnecessary confusion by GTS users.

RECIPIENTS ARE INVITED TO CHECK THE MARCH 2005 ISSUE OF THE WORLD WEATHER WATCH OPERATIONAL NEWSLETTER FOR THE OBJECTIVES OF TWI.

The communication test has so far been conducted three times this year (April 8, June 10 and September 16).

3. Results

      Results are summarized in the attached table. 

(1) GTS is a faster and more reliable means as compared to E-mail and facsimile for dissemination of TWI according to the success rate and the time needed for reception.  Facsimile indicated the highest ratio of failure in communication.  E-mail is more reliable than facsimile, however, it required more than 10 minutes to reach in some cases.  Comoros, East Timor, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Pakistan, Tanzania, and United Kingdom (Chagos Islands) have not registered GTS as a means for TWI communication.  The GTS software in Myanmar does not recognize the header (WEIO40) of TWI. 

	Date
	April 8
	June 10
	September 16

	Number of Organizations
	15
	35
	38

	Number of Acknowledgments
	11
	20
	17

	Ratio (%)
	73
	57
	45


(2)  Ratio of acknowledgments is gradually decreasing as shown in the table bellow. 
